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Rule Clarification 9/1/2026 11/14/2025 Approved 4/7/2026 1

The current measurement requirements for dressage ponies has changed from the rules in DR135. Dressage TDs and owners are confused by rules that are
significantly different from the new policies and requirements. Dressage volunteers and staff have worked diligently with the Measurement personnel to make
sure the proposed changes reflect the new requirements and it is imperative that these changes are incorporated into the Rule Book as soon as possible.

Dressage Lauren Moore

Imoore@usef.org

Licensed Officials

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 04/13/2026 Draft 1: The Committee felt this rule change does not meet the definition of a clarification and
should be changed to a standard rule change. The Committee felt changing the submission
requirement from 14 to five days would not be a clarification and should be discussed further to
identify the need for the change and how it would be implemented when TD Reports are required to
be submitted within 14 days. The Committee also suggests clarifying the language surrounding the
usage of rubber mats and notes that this is a change and not a clarification. It would help to clarify
if those measurements would also be considered "show purpose only"” measurements (e.g. A
suitable surface..... concrete slab or paved area. A hard rubber mat or thick sheet of plywood on a
firm level surface is permitted if there is no concrete slab or paved area. Measurements conducted
on a rubber mat or thick sheet of plywood will result in a "show purpose only"” measurement.)
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DE135 Pony Measurement. Change to read:

1. General

a. Any animal not over 148 centimeters without shoes. or 149 centimeters with shoes is classified as a pony. All
other animals are classified as horses. For informational purposes only: 148 cm is approximately 14 hands 2 ¥
inches and 149 cm is approximately 14 hands 2 3/5 inches.

b. In order to be eligible to compete in Dressage classes, tests or awards limited fo ponies or Dressage Sport Horse
Breeding classes, tests or awards limited to ponies, a copy of the Federation Standard or Temporary Measurement
card must be submitted with the entry for each powy possessing a measurement card and competing at that
competifion.

c. If a pony, age three or over, is not in possession of a fully and correctly completed measurement certificate e
valid-measvwrement-form or if competition management cannot confinm the measurement electronically with the
Fedemtion, the Conpefition Management must order the pony to be measured at that competiion if entered in
Dressage classes, tests or awards limited to ponies or Dressage Sport Horse Breeding classes. tests or awards
limited to ponies.

d. A current. valid Fedemtion Hunter/ Tomper measurement certificafe easd may also be acceptable as long asitis
otherwise valid according to Dressage measurement requirements. For examiple, if the pony has a Standard
Hunter/Tumper Ceriificafe that was issued before 8 years af age, it will need fo be remeasured for dressage
purposes.

e. Measurements must take place at a Licensed Competition in which the animal is entered to compete. All animals
presented for measurement are subject to drug testing.

f Measurement will be required vearly from age three until the pony has reached the age of eight vears. Animals
three through seven yvears of age will be issued an annual Tempormary Certificate of Measurement which is good for
the competition vear. The pony will have to be remeasured each year until it reaches eight vears of age. Animals
eight vears and older will be issved a Standard Certificate of Measurement which will not need to renewed. The
potry will not need to be remeasured unless there is a protest of the pony’s height.

g. Failure to allow the pony to be measured or the animal not measunng as a pony will result in the pony being
disqualified at that competition from competing in pony classes or tests or for awards limited to ponies.

. During the measurement process, Technical Delegates (TDs) will complete a measurement worksheet wiicl
will be wtilized to file the ondine measurement form.

L i Once the measturement process has started, the on-line measurement forms for every measurement of (those
that measured as pcrm es] of measurement attempts (those that failed to measure as ponies) must be submitted to the
Fedemtion. encs D ed. Failure to submit an en-dine measurement form will subject
the official to charges crrpenalues per f;hapter GRI"
J- IDs are not allowed to measnre for small horse competitions or classes.
1 k. Ifthe animal fails to measure as a pony. the on -.Eﬂe measurement fonm indicating the failure to measure is
submitted to the Fe deratu:rn e o : : :

i L i'Ln oWIer of tainer Df an ammal d&dared lﬂEllElblE on accu:runt -:rf height may appeal the measurement fo
USEEF. An attempt to remeasure the animal mmst follow the Procedures for an A.ppeal Measwrement as outlined in
DE 135.11. Neo additional measurement may occur except pursuant to an appeal.

2. Measurement Device and Measurement Surface

a. A Federation Approved Measuring Stick with a metnc scale must be used. All Federation approved measurement
sticks will be numbered and carry the Fedemtion logo. The stick must be available throughout the competition. Ifa
mieasurement stick is found to be non-fimctioning, it should no longer be wsed to measure. The USEF
Measurement Coordinator shonld be notified af the stick’s number and ifs issue.

b. A suitable surface is defined as a flat, level, hard surface, preferably a concrete slab or paved area. A lard rubber
mat or a thick sheet of plywood on a firm level surface is permitied if there is no concrete slab or paved area. If a

suitable surface is not available, a-thick-sheet-ofphrwaod-mayv-bewsed-but any measurerent wall result ina
‘competition-only’ Slow prrpose only ' measurement.

3. Measurement Officials

a. Measurements must be conducted by an eligible Dressage Technical Delegate who is certified by the Fedemtion
to conduct Dressage pony measurements and i1s officiating at the competition, as well as the Competition
Veterinarian.
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b. If the official Competition Veteninarian is not present at the competition, or not available when on call, the
measurement may be conducted by the Technical Delegate and a Judge officiating at the competition or another
Technical Delegate officiating at the competition; however, the measurement will be for the purposes of that
‘competition only” and no measurement easd certificate will be issued. On-line measurement forms will be sent to
the Fedmatlmmmmw
c. A Technical Delegate may not measure an animal that is ovwned by a member of their family or by any of their or
their family member’s clients. (GR1041.2)
d. Technical Delegates and other competition officials who measure ponies at a conpefition are responsible for
their frue measurement and must use the Fedemtfion approved measurement stick. The names of the measunng
officials will be printed on the measurement card and they may be subject to penalties per Chapter GR7 if itis
subsequently detenmined that a measurement is incorrect

4. Dressage Competition Levels Measurement Requirements, Procedures and Fees
a. All levels of Dressage Compefitions holding Dressage classes, tests or awards limited to ponies or Dressage
Sport Horse Breeding classes, tests or awards limited to ponies are responsible for providing a Federation
Approved Measurement Stick, and a suitable surface for measurements.
b. Level 3-5 competitions must make measurement of ponies available If Level 1-2 competitions are not offering
potry classes, awards or tests, they are not required to arrange measurements at their competiion, but have the
discretion to do so in accordance with all procedures contained in this mile.
c. When measurements are required pursuant to paragraphs a and b above, the prize list nmst include the official
measurement time penod when the ne cessary officials will be available to conduct measurements.
d. Measurement Times and Fees:
i. At all competitions (including Levels 1-5) where pony tests. classes or awards are offered and the official
veterinanan is on call or on the grounds, the prize list must include the time pefod when the official competiion
veterinarian will be available to conduct measurements.
ii. A lternatively, when the competition veterinarian is on call and an additional measurement fime is necessary,
management must receive a written request for measurement from the owner or agent at least five days prior to
the start of competition. When the veterinarian is required to be on the grounds. the measurement request nust
be received prior to the start of competition. Management must schedule the competition veterinanan to conduct
the measurement.
iii. Only one total maximum fee of $150 per measurement can be charged when measurements are conducted
during a time when the competition veterinarian is on call and only one total maximum fee of $50 per
measurement can be charged when the competition veterinanan is on the grounds. If the maximum fee is paid to
the veterinarian, neither management nor the veteninarian may charge an addifional fee amount. The competiion
veterinanan shall agree not to charge more than the maximum fees stated above. The total fee paid to the
veterinarian and the competition shall not exceed $150/animal when the veterinarian is on call and shall not
exceed $50/animal when the veterinarian is on the grounds.

5. Memberships

a. Before any animal is measured, the person presenting the animal must have one of the following in his
possession: the owner’s USEF membership number, a signed statement that membership has been applied for, or
proof of Equine Canada membership.

b. Ifthe animal is leased, both the lessee and the lessor must be Federation Active Members in good standing at the
time of the measurement The lease must be recorded with the Federation. See GR 1108 for rules pertaining to
leases.

c. The animal must have a USEF Horse Recording number or Horse Identification numiber.

d. The adult, whose presence is required at tle measurement process (if not the owner/agent), is not re quired to
be a USEF member.

6. Completion of the Form

a. Measurements and relevant details shonuld swast be recorded on the Fedemtion “Combined Driving and Dressage
Pony Measurement Eesﬂa warksfmer aiud the in ﬁ:rnmnaﬂ trans ﬁ’rred fo ﬂ:e on-fine e asurement ﬁ:rnu. ot e
USE F website. jraje ; b ; 11381 iy
Measurements must be talc&n and recu:rrded i ::entlm&tera

b. The informafion on the top of the measurement form worksheet nmst be provided by the ovwner/agent/presenter,
who must be 18 or over, prior to the measurement taking place. It must contain the name and title of the person

Tuesday, August 11, 2026 3:49 PM DR 135.1 | Tracking #232-25 Page 4 of 6



providing the information. The presenter (if not the owner/agent) & not required to be a USE F member.

c. The TD must complete the competition name and number, the date of the measurement, and the measurement
stick number. The animal s age, sex, color, breed, and markings nwst also be recorded.

d. The purpose of the measurement will be indicated on the foan worksheet first measurement, a remeasurement to
replace a temporary card, a protest or appeal measurement or a cempetition-only sfow purpose only measurement.

7. Method of Measurement

a. Prior to presenfing the animal for measurement. it is the responsibility of the owner, and in his'her interest. to
ensure that the animal is handled properly, accustomed to the application of a measuring stick, and comectly
prepared for measurement. Once the measurement process starts, it sk pnest be continued to completion. The on-
Iinee form must be submitted to USEF regardless of the measurement result.

b. Fedemtion officials may not perform “courtesy™ or “trial” measurements.

c. Anindividual whois 18 or over must be present during the entire measurement process but is not required to be
a USEF member.

d. The animal may be presented for measurement with or without shoes, regardless of how it is shown, and must be
presented in a halter A maximum of two handlers may present the animal for measurement and may not interfere
with the animal in any way that will prevent it from standing in the comect posifion, nor may they have any direct
physical contact with the animal that would mfluence the measurement, except the handler mav cover the animal s
EVes.

e. Prior to measurement the official Competition Veterinarian must confirm the age of the animal_ observe the jog,
and determine that it is sound. Upon verification of soundness, the measurement will continue forward and upon
complefion, the measurement will be final. If the animal is found to be lame by the official Competition
Veterinarian, the measurement procedure will stop, the measurement will not be finalized and the animal is barred
from showing in any classes at that compefition. The on-Iine measurement form. indicating the attempt to measure
will be sent to the Federation. (DR 135.1g.)

f The animal nmst stand squarely on all four feet, with the front legs vertical to the ground and the back of the
hocks in a vertical line with the point of the animal s quarters. The head may be lowered to find the highe st point of
the withers tut then must come up to its natwral upright position.

g. With the animal in the aforementioned posifion, the Technical Delegate will measure the vertical distance from
the highest point of the withers fo the ground. The cross-piece. arm or bar of the measunng device must be placed
over the highest point of the withers and no measurement may be taken at amy other part of the animal’s body.
Undue pressu:e mst not be applled to the CIOSS- plECE; arm of bar. The base of the stick must be on the Ercrund

. On-line measurement forms muit be subnitted within five working days of the last day of the show.

{4 On-dine measurement forms received by the Federation that have inconsistencies or erors may result in the
denial of a measurement cerfific afe cacd at the discrefion of the Federation. If a pony is denied a measurement
cerfificate card, the Fedemtion will notify the owner of the animal that it will have to be measured again before
being eligible to compete as a pony.

8. After the Measurement

Ltu:. The measurement spenﬁcatmns wﬂl be recorded by the Federation on a Certificate of Measurement A copy of
this Certificate will be sent to the owner of record.

€. b. Measurements are conducted solely for the internal nse of the Federation, its licensed compefitions and its
licensed officialsin connection with competing for prizes, and do not constifute any represenfafion or warranty
regarding measurement information: accordingly, the Federation. its Licensed Competitions and its licensed
officials make no representation and shall have no liability whatsoever for measurement emors.
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0. Competition Show Prrpose Only Measurements

a. ‘Cempettion Show Purpose Only Measurement” may occur if the Competition Veteninarian is not available and
the animal is measured by the competition Technical Delegate and a Compefition Tudge or another Technical
Delegate officiating at that Competition.

b. A ‘Competifion Oobe Show Prrpose Measurement™ may also ocourif a suitable measuning surface is not

available. andthe animalis measired onplnvooad.
—HAN siiuation rmanting 3 Competition !--.

10. Procedures for an Appeal Measurement

a. An owner or trainer of an animal declared ineligible as a pony on account of height may appeal the measurement.
Any additional measurement of the animal may occur only affer an appeal measurement request has been filed

and must comply the procedures for an appeal measurement.

b. The appeal must be made to the Fedemtion office in wnfing within fourteen (14) days of the measurement and
mmst be accompanied by the required deposit

c. All expenses including vetennary fees must be paid to the Fedemtion by the appellant. The owner or agent may
be required to sign a waiver and consent on a form prepared by and accepiable to the Fedemfion agreeing to the
arangements for the appeal measurement, agreeing to the administrmtion of Lasix to the animal to aid in the
collection of a unne sample for laboratory tests for Fedemtion forbidden substances, agreeing that the appeal
measurement shall be final and unappealable to a court of law, and agreeing that the owner and trainer of the animal
each release and hold the Federation, and its officers, directors and licensed officials harmless from any claim
whatsoever regarding the appeal measurement and respecting any measurement of the animal made pnor to the
appeal measurement.

d. The Fedemtion will select alocation and time for the appeal measurement as convenient for the appellant as
possible. The owner or agent must deliver the animal fo the location at his own expense within 45 days of filing the
appeal.

e. The measurement must be performed by at least two persons appointed by the Federation which shall include one
vetennarian who is a member of the Amencan Assocation of Equine Practitioners and one Registered Technical
Delegate. The officials whose measurement is being appealed cannot be part of the team conducting the
measurement appeal.

f Mo animal submitted for an appeal measuremernt can show evidence of lameness. If found to be lame by the
examinng veterinanan, the animal cannot be remeasured for thirty (30) days and the appellant forfeits his deposit
and any veterinary expenses incurred. Each ammal submitted for an appeal measurement may be tested for drugs
and medications in accordance with Generl Rules, Chapter GER4, GR4035.

2. The measurement made pursuant to an appeal is final.

11. Procedures for a Protest Measurement

a. If a pony is in possession of a fully and correctly completed Measurement Certificate and its height is questioned
by a competfition official. the Technical Delegate must request. through the Fedemtion. that the pony be remeasured
by a licensed Dressage Technical Delegate and a Veterinarian, who are approved by the Federation. This
measurement must be made within 30 days of the request. The Federation will select a location and fime for the
protest measurement as convenient for the owner as possible.
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