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PF1 Tracking #200-25 Draft#1  Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action
Standard 12/1/2026 2/11/2026 Approved 6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The Paso Fino Committee in conjuction with PFHA nominated a working group to fully re-write the Paso Fino rulebook chapter for better clarity and
understanding. The chapter was re-organized to provide better usability and consistent verbiage throughout. This rule change is a complete strike-out of the
old chapter and re-write of the entire chapter.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Paso Fino Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/27/2026

Member Comments
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CHAPTER PF PASO FINO HORSE DIVISION

Forfurther information regarding the conduct of Pas o Fino compe titions, contact the Paso Fino Horse Association
(PFHA), 1003 Twilight Trail, Suite 2, Frankfort, KY, 40601, {859)689-3700, or pfha.om.

SUBCHAPTER PF-1 GENERAL RULES

Forrules not covered in this chapter, regarding Paso Fino competitions, please referto the latest ediion of the PFHA
rules,

PF101 Definitions

1. PARTICIPANT. Owners, agents, lessees, trainers, coaches, riders, ex hibitors, and handlers.

DISQUALIFIED. The hors e/ex hibitor did not complete the clas s, therefore & not eligible for placement orto
compete in the refevant championship class.

a COMPLETE A CLASS, The horsefexhibitor has completed a class if they have comple ted ail
requirements of the class and have moved o the line-up.

3. EXCUSED. The horselexhibitor completed the class, but & not eligible for placement. They are qualified to
compete in the refevant championship class.

4, SHOWN AND JUDGED, To be cons idered shown and judged, a horse/ex hibitor must perform all required gaits
both directions of the arona and remain in the arena wntil either placed orexcus ed by the judgefs).

5. OPEN CLASSES. Open refers only to the horse, Horses of any age and all s exes are permitied to compete in
Open class es,

6. AMATEUR CLASSES. Classes are only open to amateur ex hibitors, as defined in GR1306 and GR 1307, Horses
entered in Amateur Clas ses may cross emer in other classes in the same section.

7. AMATEUR OWNER. Each exhibitor in an Amateur Owner class must be an amateur, as defined by Federation
rides, Horses competing in Amateur Owner classes must be owned by the exhibitor or a member of the
ex hibitor's family (GR106 and GR123).

a In the case of a corporate owner, the stockholders of the corporation are cons idered the owners for
purposes of this definition.

b, A horse that & the subject of @ lease fo an amateuris not considered owned by that am ateur for
purposes of satisfying the owner requirements of this class.

c. The purchaser of a horse under an installment method of payment & cons idered the owner of the horse
for purposes of this definition, if the purchaser, either prior to or at the time of the competition, files an
afficlavit using the form provided by PFHA describing relevant information of the purchase.

8. AMATEUR OWNED AND TRAINED. The ex hibitor must be an Amatewr Owner (PF101.7) and the competing horse
must not have been trained by a profes sjonal (GRT306) in the pas t six months. Amateur Owned and Trained
claszes are open to horses of any age. These classes do not qualify a hors e for amateur champions hip classes.

9. HORSE AGE. A Paso Fino horse's age & calculated in months, from the foaling date to the end of the month
preceding the month of the competition. No horse may compete in any under-saddie class witil it i at least 30
months old.

10, SCHOOLING HORSE. A schooling horse iz 36 to 60 months old (PF101.9). The horse must compeie in classes
approprate for its age. Exceptions:

a Championships oropen classes that have no age res trictions,

b. For acompetition that doeg not offer schooling classes, aschooling horse may compete in the
appropriate non-schooling clas s and retain its schooling status.

11. CONSERVATIVE COLORS. Black, white, darker or muted shades of gray, biue, green, red brown, and purple are
permitted, Bright shades of any color (hot pink, lime green, fuchsia, fluorescent orange, etc.) are prohibited.
Reflective stitching and fabric with reflective giitter threads are not considered conservative.

12, SOUNDING BOARD. A solid, ground level, hard s urface sounding board of 48' or longer. If ground leveling is
not possible, there must be access ramps provided. The sounding board & us ed to ex hibit the rhythmic
cons stency of the hors e's cadence and impact. When available for use, the performance of the hors e on the
sounding board must not be given preference over the hors e's work on the rail. During the compe tition,
ex hibitors are prohibited from tuming while on the sounding board. The judge & prohibited from reguiring a
hors e to perform the Pas o Largo on the sounding board

PF102 Eligibility

1. To be eligible to compete in a compeftition, a hors e mus tbe registered with PFHA and mus t be entered and
ex hibited under its full regis e red name and regis tration number
2. Participants mus t be current members of, and in good standing with, PFHA.
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3. The following credentials must be made available to compe tition management and the steward, and copies of
these credentials must accompany the emtry form, however membership cards and horse regis tration papers
may be eloc tronically venfied, when poss ible, by the competition secretary:

Each participant's PFHA and Federation members hip card.

The ex hibitor's PFHA and Federation amateur card, i applic able.

A copy ofeach horse entry's registration papers or PFHA competition v alidation certific ate,

FPapers and health documents required by law or competition management.

Copies of applicable lease agreements.

Affidavit of s ale contracts, if applicable.

4. If the participant has s ubmitte d their entries via the PFHA online entry sys tem, the following credentials must
be made available to competition management and the steward, and copies of 5 aid credentials mus t be
presented at the time of check in:

a Papers and health documents reguired by law or competition management.

b, Copies of applicable lease agreements.

c. Affidavit of sale contracts, if applicable,

d. Federation membership (may be electronically verified, when poss ible, by the competition sec retary).

mPpaon b

PF103 General

1. Artificial appliances are prohibited. Artificial appliances include, but are not limite d to, legifetiock chains
{leather, string, plastic, ruwbberchain, wood, ete.) of any weight. These are prohibited on the competition
grounds and ex hibitors s ing artificial appliances are subject to penalties and removal from the competition
grounds.,

2. Grooming preparations, including the ws e of black or clear polizh on hooves, are permitted, but m ake-up, other
than on hooves, and giitter are prohibited.

3. Horse Welfare

a Horses must be serviceably sound for competition purpos es. A horse must not show evidence of
lameness or broken wind. Horses with compleie loss of sight in either eye may be found serviceably
sound at the judge's dis cretion. The color of a horse or the color of the horse's eyes will not be
considered when placing a class.

b. Soring of a horse & prohibited. Any phys ical evidence, including but not limited to, scars orblisters,
training with weighted shoes or artificial devices, orsoring mus t res ult in the hors e's elimination from
the competition.

c. Competing a horse with s ores or abras ions that are raw or bleeding around the muzzle, nose, chin
groove, or jaw s considered an act of abuse. Horses showing signs of undue stress or
abuse/inhumane treatment mus t be eliminated from the compe tition.

d. Injection of any foreign substance or drug or any s wgical procedure that could affect the horse's
paerformance or alter itz natural conformation or appearance iz prohibited. Upon discovery, that a
prohibited s urgery or injection has occurmed, com petition manage ment must immediately eliminate the
horse from the competition.

Ex ception: Surgical procedures performed by a duly licensed veterinarian for the s ole purpose of
protecting the health of the hors e, including castration of the horse and cos metic alterations of the
horse's tail. However, the hors e's tail may not be altered by the ins ertion of a foreign object, foreign
substance, or dreg. Underno circums tances may a horse with a “dead tail” compete.

i. Upon reguest by Competition Management, the owner and ex hibitor must make the hors e
available forex amination to determine the presence of a prohibited surgery, foreign drug, or
subs tance, Refusal to comply with the request will result in penailty.

4.,  An exhibitor may not us e any type of electronic, mechanical, or similar communication device in the
competition arena while being judged, except foran exhibitor who & hearing impaire d and who regularly uses a
sound enhancing device to achieve adequate hearing.

5. Prior to competing, individuals requiring s pecial compe iition considerations must submit a written certification
from a treating medic al professionals office certifying the need forspecial conside ration and identifying the
accommodation neces sary forthe ex hibitor to compete s afely. The certification is submitted to the competition
secretary, who will note the appropriate judges' cards and inform the s feward. A copy of the written certification
& attached to the steward's report. These s pecial cons iderations may include exemption from the dismounting
and mownting test in Paso Pleasure classes,

FPF104 Youth
1. A YOUTH exhibitor must be 17 years of age or under.
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a JUNIOR YOUTH. Junior Youth exhibitors are 13-17 years of age.
SUB-JUNIOR YOUTH. Sub-Junior Youth exhibitors are 7-12 years of age.
c. Anexhibior's age for Youth classes & determined by the ex hibitor's age on September 1 of the current
competition year (GR115.1a) and this age i retained throughout the competition year.
i. I a competition & in progress on September 1, an exhibitor's age as of the firs t day of
competition & maintained throughout the competition.

2. Horses entered in Youth class es may cross enter in other classes within the same section.

1. Youth classes may be offered as open to all Youth or divided into age groups as follows: (Exception:
International Pas o Equitation, see PF141)

a  Jumior Youth and Sub-Junior Youth; or
b, Jumior Youth Level I {13-15 years of age), Junior Youth Level Il {16-17 years of age), Sub-Junior Youth
Level I {7-9 years of age) and Sub-Jumior Youth Level [l {10-12 years of age).

4. A Youth 12 years of age and under (PF104.1), as determined by the curment competition year, mus t not ride,
handle, or compete a colt or stallion at any time on the competition grounds. The adwt res pons ible for the
Youth who violates this rule, i = ubject to dis miss al from the competition grounds and forfeiture of any
remaining fees.

=

PF105 Breed Standards

The Paso Fino horse reflects its Spanis h heritage through its proud carmiage, grace, and elegance. Modern care and
selective breeding have enhanced its be auty, refirement, and wellproportione d conformation that conveys s trength
and power without ex treme musc ling.

1. Head: The head i refined and in good proportion fo the body of the hors e, neither extremely small nor large
with a s traight profile. Eyes are large and well-zpaced, very ex pressive and alert, and should not s how
ex ces sive white around the edges. Ears are comparatively short, set clos e, and curved inward at the tips. The
lips are firm and the nostrils lamge and dilatable, Jaws are defined but not ex treme, The overall impression & of
a we ll-z haped, alert, and inte lligent face,

2. Neck: The mneck is gracefully arched, medium in length, and s et at an angle to allow high camiage, breaking at
the poll. The throat latch & refined and welldefined.

3. Forehand: Shoulders slope into the withers with great depth through the heart The chest & moderate in width.
Withers are defined, but not pronounced, and slope smoothly into the back

4, Midsection: The midsection & moderate in length with a we ll=zprung rib cage. The top line is proporiionately
shorter than the underiine. The back & 5 trong and muscled. The midsection joins the forehand and the
hindquarters giving the horse a pleasing, proportional appearance.

5. Hindguarters : The croup is s lightly s loping with rounded hips, broad foins, and strong hoc ks, The tail s camied
gracefully when the horse is in motion.

6. Legs: The legs are straight with refined bones and strong, weli-defined tendons and broad, long forearms with
shorter cannons. The thigh and gas kin are s trong and mus cled but not ex aggerated. Standing s lightly under in
the rear i acceptable. Pastems arme sloping and medium in length. Bones are s traight, s ound, and fiat, and
Joints are strong and we ll defined. Hooves are well rounded, proportionate in size, and do not show excessive
feal,

7. Mane, Tail, and Forelock: The mane, tail, and forelock are as fong, full, and lux urious as nature can provide,
Artificial additions are prohibited. A bridle path not exceeding 4" in length i permitied,. Horses under 12
months of age will not be penalized for having clipped manes or tails.

8. Size: Paso Fino horses are 13 fo 15.2 hands, with 13.3 fo 14.2 being the most typical size, with weight ranging
from T00 fo 1100 pounds. Full 3ize may not be atlained until the horse's fifth year of age.

9. Color: Every equine color can be found, with or without white markings.

10. Dizposition: The Paso Fino & an extremely willing horse that truly s eems to enjoy human companionship and
strives to please, It & spirited and res ponsive under tack, while sensible and gentle in hand.

PF106 Gaits

1. The Paso Fino & born with a gait unigue to the breed, This gait & smooth, rhythmic, purposeful, straight,
balanced in flexion, and synchronous front fo rear The gait of the Pas o Fino horse & an evenly-spaced four-
beat lateral gait with each foot contacting the ground independently, in a regular sequence, at precise intervals
creating a rapid, unbroken rhythm. Ex ecuted perfectly, the four hoof beats are even in both cadence and
impact. The footfall iz in the same segquance as a natural equine walk, ie. left rear, left fore, right rear, right fore.
Fropulsion i primarily from the hind limbs and the horse's motion & absorbed in its back and loing, resulting
in une gualed s moothness and comfort for the rider

2. The Paso Fino gait & performed at three forward s peeds (Classic Fino, Pas o Corto, Pas o Largo) and with
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varying degrees of collection. In all speeds of the gait, the ridershould appear virfually motionless in the s addle
and there s howld be no perceptible up and down motion of the horse's croup.
3. Gaik

a Walk A smooth, steady, evenly s paced four-beat gait.

i. Collected Walk. A cadenced, straight, bris k, animated, and rhythmic walk ex ecuted with
colfection, s tyle, and brilliance.

i, Flat Walk. A true, flat-footed, smooth walk ex ecuted with mild collection and natural, relaxed
head carriage.

b. Classic Fino. A smooth, s teady, evenly-s paced fow-beat gait Ex tension 5 minimal, forward speed is
very slow, while foolfalls are extremely rapid. The classic fino should be animaite d, ex citing, and
oy ec uted with brilliance and sty le. The horse i fully collected and balanc ed, putting its complets
dynamic energy into itz carrage and qguic knes s of itz footfall. Flexion and extens ion are harmonious in
all four legs and the hors e prosents a picture of symmetry and fluidnes s of motion. The horse performs
naturally and willingly, and any indication that the horse & being excessively res trained or held in gait
will be penalized.

c. Paso Corto. An evenly-spaced four-beat gait ex ecuted with mode rate forward s peed and ex tens ion. The
horse iz s mooth and balanced, and exhibits symmetry in flexion and stride. Forward s peed 5 ground-
covering, but unhumied, Movemenis are fluid, willing, relax ed, balanced, and free-moving,
demonstrating pride, style, ele gance, and enthusiasm, along with manners and ready response, The
horse's head carrfiage i natural and relax ed.

i. Collected Paso Corto, The Collectod Paso Corto & performed with animation and brilliance and
the horse well-collec ted.

d. Faso Largo. An evenly spaced four-beat gait where collection & mild, head carriage B natural and
relaxed, forward s peed is rapid and exec ute d with fonger extens ion and fas ercadence than the Paso
Corto, Extension and flex ion is harmonious with no tendency to become light on the forehand or
strung-out behind. The horse appears eager and willing fo move out and exhibits a definite change of
speed from the Paso Corto. A s ignificant difference in spead B rewarded, and a willingness fo reduce
speed on command is demons trated. Forward s peed varies perhorse, as each horse attains itz fop
speed in hammony with its own natural stride and cadence. Loss of form, cadence, or smoothness due
fo excessive s peed will be penalized.

i, GCollected Paso Largo. The Collected Paso Largo & performed with style, presence, boldness,
anim ation, and brilliance and the hors e well-collected.

e, Lope. A true three-beat gait that is slow, cadenced, smooth, and straight on both leads, with no
tendency o mix gaits. The horse s hould be balanced with mild collection.

f. Canter. A frue three-beat gait that 5 s mooth, cadenced, unhurred, and straight on both leads, with no
fendency to mix gaits. The canter should be executed with collection and the head (poll) elevate d.

g. Back. The horse s hould back in a straight line maintaining proper head position, s howing evidence of a
good mouth, and be readily responsive.

h.  Transitions. All ransitions between gaits should be performed evenly and smoothly.

PFI10T Shoeing Regulations

1. I a horse competes unshod, hooves must be neatly trimmed to a s hort, natural length, not to ex ceed 4",
2. I a horse competes shod, the length of the hooves must not ex cecd 4 1/2%, inclueding shoes.
a Allfour hooves must be shod us ing the same type of shoe, of the same material, weight, and thic kness,
although front and back hooves may be s hod fo different sizes.
Aluminum s hoes and rim s hoes are permitied.
Each shoe must not exceed fen ounces in weight.
Weighte d s hoes, trailers, heel caulks, and any style of pad are prohibited.
Toe and side clips drawn fram the shoe are permitied, as long as the clips are an inte gral part of the
plate s hoe.
Horses competing in Classic Fino classes must be shod.

o on >

™=

PF108 Appointments and Attire

1. Bridles
a Nosze and chin pieces must not have bumps, balls, or knots.
b, Metal & not permitted in, under, over, or attached to the cavesson nosepiece or readriser, ex cept for
maces sary buckles,
c. Flat andfor engraved metal decoration s permitied on browbands, caves sons, and cheek pieces of
bridles, as well as on the straps of breast straps/plates.
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d. No meflective vinyl s permitied on headgear or breast straps/plates.

2. Schooling He adstall. Consists of a bos al with a barbada or alzador, attached to the appropriate bridle for the
section.

a Bare metal, ex copt forcurb chains or parts of buckles, B prohibited, but metal may be used in a
mos epiece or under the chin if s uificiently covered orwrapped to ensure comifort for the horse and
must not be cons idered cruel or inhumane by the judge or Show Committee. Exception: Paso Pleas ure,

b,  Aschooling heads tall & permitted for use in schooling classes and on horses 30-60 months old.
Exception: A Schooling Headstall & prohibited in Pas o Vers atility, Equitation, and Hors emans hip
classes.

3. Bitzs. Only curb and s nafiffe bils are permitied, See the Paso Fino Tack Guide for details.

a ANl mouthpieces must be smooth or latex wrapped.

b. Standard Curb Bit.

i. Length. A standard curb bit & defined as having a shank with a max imum length of § 1/2", as
measured in a straight line from the inside of the uppermmost part of the headstall aftachment
to the point on the bit's ring where the rein pulls when press ure & applied.

i, Curb Chain or Strap. When a curb bit & used, a curb s trap or curb chain is required and must
be at leas t < inch in width and lie flat along the chin groove of the horse (the part of the jaw
behind the buige of the chin). Soft cover or wrap may be used on the curb chain but wire,
rawhide, or added metal mus t not be used in conjunction with, or as part of, the chin strap or
curb chain.

iii. Type. The mouthpiece must consist of a metal bar 516" to 34" in diameter as measured 1
inward from the attached s hank The bars may be inlaid but must be smooth or latex wrapped.
Nothing, des igned to intimidate the hors e, may protrude above or below the mouthpiece {bar),
such as extensions, prongs, orrivets, Rollers attached fo the center of the bit are pe mitted
and may ex tend below the bar. Jointed mowthpieces are permitied and may cons izt of two or
three pieces and one or two joinis. A three-piece mouthpiece may include a connecting ring of
114" orless in diameteror a comecting flat barof 3/8" to 34", meas ured from top to bottom
with a maximum length of 2", which lies fiat in the mouth, or a rolleror port. The port must be
o figher than 3 172" max imum with rollers) and covers acceptable, as measured from the
bottom of the mouthpiece to ffre top of the port ors poon. Measurement is taken by placing a
straight edge at the bottom of the bars, to give an accurate line when measuring the height.
Jointed mouthpieces, half-breeds, and spade bits are considered standard, Straight bar bits
must have rounded edges or be wrapped. The diameter orthickness of the straight bar must
not exceed 3", The width (fiat surface) of the straigit bar mus t not exceed 1" Slip or gag bits,
rgid donut mouthpieces, and fiat polo mouthpieces are prohibited. Roping bits with both reins
connected to a s ingle ring at the center of the cross bar are prohibited.

. Alterations. Anything that alfers the intended use of the equipment & cons idered an artificial
appliance, therefore prohibited. Reins must be attached fo each shank Any rein doesign or
other device which increases the effective length and there by the leverage of the shank of a
standard curb bit & prohibited,

c. Standard Snaffle Bit,

i. Type and Diameier. A standard s nafiie bit & defined as a center jointed, s ingle, rounded,
unwrapped, smooth, metal mouthpiece of 516" fo 34" diametor as measured from the ring to
1" in from the ring, with a gradual decrease to the center of the snaffle. The rings may be 2" to
4" in diameter, of either the loose type, eggbutt, d-ring, or center mounted without cheeks, The
inside circumference of the ring must be froe of rein, cuwrb, or heads ail attac hment hooks.

il. Gurb Chain or Strap. Snaffle bits do not require a curb chain or curb s trap. If a curb chain or
strap & wsed it must be attached below the reins, measure at least 1/2% in width, and lie fiat
along the chin groove of the horse (the part of the jaw behind the bulge of the chin), Soft cover
or wrap may be us ed on the curb chain and no wire, rawhide, or adde d metal may be used in
comjunc tion with, or as part of, the curb strap or curb chain.

a Plantation Saddle. A pleas ure type saddie permitted in pleasure classes. If asaddle pad & used, it must
be conservative in color (PF101.71) and does ot need to conform to the overall shape of the saddle.

b, Galapagos Saddle. Permitted in Classic Fino and Pas o Perforimance classes with Englis h type s fmups
and leathers. Permitted in Pas o Pleas ure clas ses with Wes tem type stimups, Ifa saddie pad is used, it
must be conservative in color (PF101.71) and conform to the s hape of the s addie.

c. Side Saddlie. Permitied in Paso Pleasure and Paso Costume classes.

d. Forward Seat Permitted only in a clas s requiring a jump.
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e. Englih. In class es designating English tack, s addles may be of any English type, except Forward Seat.
If a saddle pad & used, # mustbe conservative in color (PF101.11) and conform to the shape of the
saddle. Stirrups must conform to commonly regarded English tack in theiroverall shape.

. Wesfem. Inclasses des ignating Western tack, saddles mus tbe working stock s addles with a horn.
Australian Stock 5§ addlies without a hom ame prohibited. If asaddie pad & used, it must be conservative
in color (PFT01.11) and Westem fype. Westem saddles are permitted in pleasure classes with
conforming Western tack and Western attire. Silvereguipment & pemitted but mus t not predominate.

5. English Tack

a. Bridle. Bridles may be Colombian or English type headstalls, fiat, rolled, or braided. Bridles must be
made of leather, goats kin, or flat mwhide. Twisted rawhide 5 permitied in schooling classes only.
Goats kin bridies with white or creme colored reing, matching the bridies, are permitted. Cheek pieces
may be 3/8"to 5/8" in width with a matching, plain or s titc hed, cavesson and matching browband. The
brow band and cavesson nosepiece may not exceed 1% in width and must be a minimum of 3/8 " wide or
diameter. Dropped nos ebands, tie downs, and martingales are prohibited Headstalls may have a
throatlatch with a pisador and the pisador may be made of rawhide, Throat latches may tie or buc kie,

b, Reins., Reins may be leather, flat, rolled, or braided. Nylon or other natural or man-made fiber reins may
be used (hereafter referred to as “nylon”). When nylon reins are used, they must be the same color as
the heads all or conservative in color (PFT01.11). Combination leather/nylon buckle-back reins are
permitted. Snaps that attach the roing to the bit or bos al are permitted, except in Equitation and
Horsemans hip clas sez which require reins with buckle attac hments.

c. Breastplate. An English breas iplate or breast strap, not o exceed one inch in width, is permitted. Flat
and‘or engraved me tal adormments are pemitted, but vinyl or reflective vinyl & prohibited.

d. Saddle, See PF108.4(e).

6. Western Tack

a  Bridle. The head stall must be of Wes tem type that & customarily us ed with a s tock s addle. Cavessons
and nosebands are prohibited. Horses under the age of 60 months may wear a snaffle or bosal in
Wes fom Pleasuwre classes; horses age 67 months and over mis t wear a curb bit. When competing in
Wes fom s fyle tack in Pas o Pleas wre class ez, Colombian and Western hackamores, mecates, sidepulls,
curl, and snaffle bits are permitied.

b, Breastplate. A Western style breasiplate or breas tstrap is permitted.

c. Saddle, See PF108.4(f).

d. Adomments. Silver adomed equipment is permitted, but must not predominate,

7. Whips and Spurs.

a A ridimg whip orcrop, not ex ceeding 30 inches in length s permitied

b. Spurs are prohibited, ex cept blunt spurs are permitied in Pas o Versatility, Pas o Western Pleasure, Paso
Trail, and Paso Cos tume class es.

8. Official Paso Fino Show Costume,. The whole effect of the exhibitor's cos tume i o be of good taste, promoting
the horse. Attire consists oft

a Jacket, Shirt, and Pants. A long-zleeved, hip-length jacket which does not touch the saddie, and full-
fength riding pants or jumpsuit which cover(z) the boots. The jacket and pants or jumps wit must be
conservative in color (PF107.11) and may include contras ing trim and embroidery. A long-sleeved,
short-sleeved, ors leeveless s hirt or Blouse may be worn under the long-sleeved jacket.

b. Adomments. Slightly reflective or non-meialiic buttons, such as pear, glass, or burnizhed metal, trim,
adomments, and threading are permitted, = o long a& they do not predominate the attire, Sequins,
glitte ;, or other similar reflective adomments are prohibited.

c. Necktie. Male ex hibitors must weara bow tie, westerm bow tie, or bolo.

d. Hat. The exhibitor must wear a felt, leather, orswede hatwith a flat or slightly rolfed brim, with a
matching or contras ting hatband, Small adomments on the hathand such as metallic buttons or
symbols, are permitted.

9. Englizh Attire, The attire consis & of a long-sleeved shirt, full-length trousers, tailored jac ket or ves £, hat, and
riding bools . Swe ater ves iz, chaps, s hotgun chaps, and chinks are prohibited and a e & optional. When a
long-s leeved jac ket is worn, the ex hibitor may wear a long-sleeved, short-sleeved, ors leeveless s hirt
underneath. Ex hibitors are permitted to wear the riding boots, jumps uit, and pants of their Official Paso Fino
Show Costume, Exception: Tuxedo g tyle pants are prohibited.

a Female exhibitors may wear s Kirts, culottes, jodhpurs, or gaucho pants, long enough to cover the
knees while s eated in a s addle, and with knee-high bools,

b,  Adomments. Sequins and rhines tones or athersimifar reflective adormments, except glitter and
mirrors, may be used as an accent or buttons on a jac ket, vest, or hat band, but mus t not predominate.
Reflective adomment & not permitted on shirts or blous es, except for functional buttons at the cufs
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and the front of the garment.

10. Western Attire. The attire consisis of a Western type hat, long-s leeved Western type s hirt, full length trousers,
Western boots, and chaps, shotgun chaps, orchinks, A jacket or vest i optional. When a long-s leeved jac Ket is
wom, the ex hibitor may wear a long-zleeved, short-s leeved, or sleeveless shirt undemeath.

11. Protective Headgear., Profective headgear may be worn without penalty in any clas s, (GR801.7)

a Protective headgear s required for Paso Versalility class es.,

b, In Paso Trail classes protective headgear is only required when the obs tacles include a jump.

c.  All Youth 12 years of age and under are required to wear protective headgearwhile on hors eback or
while in the driving cart

SUBCHAPTER PF-2 BELLAS FORMAS (CONFORMATION) SECTION
PF109 Appointments and Attire

1. Halter. Horses must compeife in a leather show halter, without a bit, with an optional nameplate or inscription.
The halter must be English or Colombian<ype, flat, rolled, or braided, with cheekpieces and matching s titc hed
or plan nosepiece all meas uring 3/8%, 1/2", or 5/8" in width, A browband & optional and mus t not exceed TV in
widith.

2. Linefs ). A matching lead line or long line{s ) & required. A s mooth link chain measuring no les s than 3/8" in
width, may be cross ed overthe horse's nose andior under its jaw.

a When only one line B used, only one attendant i pemitted.
b, When using two lines, the horse may be handied aither by one attendant holding both lines, or by two
atte ndants with each attendant holding one line.

3. Whip or Crop. A riding whip or crop, not exceeding 30" in length, including the lash, may be carried.

4,  Attire, Attendants are altired in the Official Pas o Fino 5how Costume (PF108.8).

PFT10 Conduct and Procedures

1. Horses mustenter the arena one at a time, in the order of go des ignated by competition management.

2. The horses must proceod fo the right and circle the arena in a counter-clockwize direction on the rail

3. After completing one circle around the arena, or when instructed by the ringmas ter, the horses must line up in
the center of the arena for conformation ins pection.

4., Work-0ffs may be required, at the judge's dis cretion, and may include the us e of the sounding board (PFT01.12)
to ex hibit @ horse's cadence, During work-offs, the horses mus t remain on the rail, except to pass ortraverse
the s oundimg board, if requested.

PF111 Clas s Specific ations

1. The horse must demonstrate the Class ic Fino or the Paso Corto gait when moving.
2. In the lineup, the horse must stand s guare, not strefched, and remain guiet without undue res traint.

PF112 Judging Criteria

1. Both conformation and gait are judged with 60% on conformation, 30% on quality and naturainess of gait, and
10% on appearance, grocming, and marnners,
a. Guality of gait, such as smoothnes s, s ymumetry of action, and harmony of cadence;
b. Naturalness, such as consistency and absence of undue restraint.
c. The choice of gait, either Classic Fino or Paso Corlo, must not be given preference over the other.
2. Rail-Work Penalties.
a. Any horse that fails to demons trate the Pas o Fino gait, in order for the judge to properly evaluate, must
be dizqualified from placement.
b. The judge must penalize a horse if the handler uses their hands on the horse's leg, below the krnee, to
pos ition a hoof in the lineup.
3. Conformation Penalties. Hereditary faults in a horse's conformation must be heavily penalized, s uch as buck-
kneed, calf-kneed, base-wide, bas e-narrow, cow hocks, sickle hocks, foe-in, toe-out offset knees, standing
under, camped out in front, too straight behind, swayback, fallen crest, eic.

PF113 Claszes Within This Soction

1. A horse must compete in itz appropriate age group and/or sex group when classes are divided by age andfor
serx,
2. Glasses may be offered using one of the following methods:
a QOpen Bellas Formas;
b. Divided by age of the hors e:
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i. Yearlings Up to 23 months, 24 to 35 months, 36 to 48 months, and 49 months and Older; OR
ii. 49 months and Older, and 48 months and Younger.
c. Divided by sex of the horse!
i. Colts, Geldings, Fillies; AND/OR
ii. Stallions, Geldings, Mares.
d. Divided by both age and sex of the horse, follow ing the methods listed above.

SUBCHAPTER PF-3 UNDER SADDLE SECTION
PF114 Under 5 addle Classes Within Each Section

1. Classic Fino, Pas o Performance, and Paso Pleas ure classes may be offered as:
a. Open (PF101.5),
b.  Amateur (FF101.6), AND/OR
c. divided by the horse's sex as follows

i. Mares,
i, Stallions, AND
iii., Geldings.

. OR, Stallions and Geldings may als o be combined into one class
d. divided by the horse's age as follows:
i. 61-84 months, AND
ii. 85 months and over
e. divided by, both, the horse's age and horse's sex as follows:
i. Mares 67 to 84 months,
i, Mares 85 months and over,
iii., Geldings &7 to §4 months,
. Geldings 85 months and over;
v. Sialions 67 to 84 months, AND
vi. Stallions 85 months and over
vii. OR, Stalfions and Geldings may als o be combined into one class per age group
f  OR, Amateur Owned and Trained (PF101.8),
g.  OR, Youth (PF104.7).
2. Paso Country Pleas ure classes may be offered as:
a. Amateur Open, OR
b.  Amateur divided by the horse's sex as follows:
i. Mames
ii. Geldings and Stallions.
3. Paso Vers atility, Paso Wes tem Pleasure, and Paso Trail classes may be offered as:
a. Open, AND/OR
b.  Amateur Open.
c. Paso Trail classes may be run concurrently, but judge d separately.

4, Paso Costume may be offered as Open.

5. Schooling Classes. Classes are to be conducited in the s ame manner as the relevant s ection class es.
Appointments and attire must conform to thos e listed in the relevant s ection, with the sxception that schooling
heads talls are permitted (PFT108.2).

a. Schooling clazsses may be offered in the Classic Fino, Paso Performance, and Paso Pleas ure sections,
and may be divided as follows:
i. QOpen schooling classes,
il. Amateurschooling classes,
iii. Divided by horse age: horses 36 to 48 months and horses 49 to 60 months,
. Divided by sex of the horse: fillies, and colts/geldings OR fillies, colts, and geldings , AND/OR
v. Divided by both the horse's age and s ex.
b. Schooling classes may be offered in the Paso Country Pleas ure section as Amateur Open.

6. For all under saddle class es, ex hibitors should s pace themseves in a manner to avoid bunc hing up and

maintain their relative positions on the rail, ex cept to pass.

PF115 Class ic Fino
1. Appointments and Attire.

a Appointments are English type (PFT08.5).
b, Aftire s the Official Paso Fino Show Costume (PF108.8).
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2. Conduct and Procedures.
a  Exhibitors will enter the arena to the right, on the rail, at a Class ic Fino, and circle the arenain a
countere lockw iz e manneruntil ins tructed to reverse or hait.
b. Horzes mustwork both directions, revers e, hall, and traverse the sounding board (PF101.12), when
available.
c. Optional Tests. The following tests may be called for by the judge:
i A figure eight to demonstrate flex ibility, res ponsiveness, and s eadines s of gait, but
diminis hing circles are prohibited, Only inanimate objects may be used as “posis " for the
figure eight, as long as they do not present a danger to horse or rider.
ii. Aserpentine.
iii. Exhibitors work paraliel, together
n. Backing of horses,
3. Class Specifications.
a Inthis class, horses demonstrate the Classic Fino gait while being judged.
4. Judging Griteria.
a This class & judged: 5% on execution and naturalness of the Classic Fino gait, 15% on appearance,
conformation, and way of going, 10% on manners, and 10% on traversing the sounding board
(PF101.12), when available, If a sounding board is not available, the class & judged: 75% on ex ecution
and naturalmess of the Classic Fino gait, 15% on appearance, conformation, and way of going, and 70%
ofn manners.,
b. Penalties. Breaking gait during the revers es, stops, or starts must be penalized.

PF116 Pas o Performance

1. Appointments and Attire.

a  Appointmenis are Englis h type (PF108.5).

b, Attire & the Official Paso Fino Show Costume (PF108.8).
2. Conduct and Procedures.

a Exhibitors will enter the arena to the right, on the rail, at a Collected Pas o Corto and circle the arana in
a counterclockwize manner until instruc ted to reverse or change gait.

b, The seguence of gaits i&: Collected Paso Corto, Collected Paso Largo, Collected Walk, rmverse, repeat,
and travers e the s ounding board (PFT101.12), when available.

c. QOptional Testing. At the judge's dis cretion, tests for a work-off may include: a s erpentine andfor figure
eight performed at a Collected Paso Corlo

3.  Judging Criteria.

a This class 5 judged: 30% on the Collected Paso Cortfo, 30% on the Collected Paso Lamgo, 10% on the
Collected Walk, 10% on appearance, conformation, and way of going, 10% on manners, and 10% on
traverzing the sounding board (PF101.12), when available, If asounding board i not available, the
class i judged: 30% on the Collected Pas o Corto, 30% on the Collected Paso Largo, 70% on the
Collected Walk, 20% on appearance, conformation, and way of going, and 10% on manners.

b, Special attention should be afforded to brilliance, form, s moothness, and riythimic cons stency of the
gaits.

PF11T Pas o Pleasure

1. Appointments and Attire.
a Appointments are Englizh Tack {PF108.5) or Westem Tack (PFT08.6).
i. A side saddie (PF108.4[c]) and’or leathe r covered stirrups are permitted.
ii. A bitis not required (PFT08.6[aj).
b, Attire must be in keeping with the type of tack used. Westem Tack regquires Western Attire (PF108.70)
Exception: chaps, shotgun chaps, or chinks are optional. Englis i Tack or a@ Plantation saddle requires
Englis h Attire (PF108.9).
2. Conduct and Procedures.
a  Ex hibitors will enter the arena to the right, on the rail, at a Pas o Corto and circle the arena in a
counterelockw iz e manner until ins tructed to reverse orchange gait.
b, The seguence of gaits i : Pas o Corto, Pas o Largo, fiat walk, revers e, repeat, and traverse the sounding
board, when available (PFTI01.72).
¢, Each exhibitor & asked to demonsitrate the back, from the line-up.
d. Optional Testing. At the judge's dis cretion, ex hibitors may be asked to individually perform ates
demonstrating a hors e's submiss ive manners, willingness, and guiet emperament, Tesis may include,
but are not limited to, any combination of the following:
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i. Dismount and remount, from the leffts ide of the horse, either in the line-up or along the rail
The exhibitor may reques t the use of a mounting block. Ex ception: This test must not be us ed
in Youth classes;
ii. Perform asementine at the Paso Corto;
iii. Traverse the sounding board at the Paso Corto;
. Back while on the sounding board; and'or
v. Backwhile on the rail,
1. Class Specifications.
a  Exhibitors are prohibited from riding without stirmrups.
4.  Judging Criteria.

a This class B judged: 20% on the Paso Corto, 20% on the Paso Largo, 20% on the flat walk, 5% on the
back, 25% on manners, conformation, attitude, and way of going, and 10% on traversing the s ounding
board (PF101.12), when available. If a s ounding board is not available, the class & judged: 20% on the
Paz o Corto, 20% on the Paso Largo, 20% on the flat walk, 5% on the back, and 35% on manners,
conformation, attitude, and way of going.

b, When the dismount/remount test & used, the exhibitor's sty le of dis mount and mount i not to be
penalized, rather, emphasis should be placed on the horse's willingnes s to stand guietly.

c. Penalties. Refusal to back will resuwlit in the horse being excus ed from placement.

PF118 Pas o Country Pleasure

1. Appointments and Attiro.
a Appointments are Englis i Tack (PF108.5) or Wes ferm Tack (PFT08.6).
i A bitis not required (PFT08.6.[a]).
i, When Western Tack is used, the ex hibitor may use either one or two hands on the reins.

b. Atfire mus t be in keeping with the type of tack used. Westemn Tack requires Western Attire (PF108.70)
Exception: Chaps, shoigun chaps, orchinks are oplional. English Tack or a Plantation saddle requires
Englis h Attire (PF108.9).

2. Conduct and Procedures.,

a Exhibitors will enter the arena to the right, on the rail, at a Paso Corto, and circle the arenain a
counterclockw iz e manner until ins tructed to reverse orchange gait.

b, The seguence of gaits i&: Pas o Corto, Pas o Largo, flat walk, revers e, repeat, and fine up.

c. Reguired Testing. When regues ted by the judge, the exhibitor must back the hors e out of the line-up,
dismount from the horse's left s ide, walk around to the front of the hors e, check the head s tall and'or
bridle appointments, remount from the horse's right side, and return to the line-up.

3. Class Specifications.

a This class & open fo amateurs only.

b, Cross entering of the hors e andfor rider, in any otherclass, & permitied.

c. Horses mustwork on a light rein, without res istance.

d. Horses must stand quietly and bac k readily, when requested.

4., Judging Griteria.

a This class & judged: 20% on the Paso Corlo, 20% on the Paso Largo, 20% on the flat walk, 70% on the
back, 10% on appearance and way of going, and 20% on manners.

b. Type. The Paso Fino Country Pleasure hors e should be a calm, mild-mannered, s afe-pres enting
pleas ure horse maintaining balance, ease, and free dom of movement, Horses must demonstrate
flawlegss manners and be agroeable to the commands and directions of the exhibitor. It & imperative
that the horse give the distinct appearance of being a pleas ure to ride, with emphas iz on the fiat walk
and smooth transitions. 5pecial atle ntion & afforded to form, smoothnes s, rhythimic constancy of the
gaits, and tractable attitude,

c. The ex hibitor's style of dismount and mount & not to be penalized, rather, emphas & s howld be placed
on the horse's willingness to stand quictly.

d. Penalties. Hors es indicating aggress veness, over-collection, orexcessive amimation must be severely
penalized.

PF119 Pas o Versatility

1. Appointments and Attire.
a The appointments are English Tack (PF108.5).
b, Attire is English Attire (PF108.9).
2. Conduct and Procedures.
a  Exhibitors will enter the arena to the right, on the rail, at a Paso Corto and circle the arena in a
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counierc lockw is e manner until ins tructed to reverse or change gait.
. The seguence of gaits i5:Pas o Corto, Paso Largo, flat walk, Canter, flat walk, revers e, and repeat.

c. Individual Testing. Ex hibitors are as ked to back, execute a figure eight at the Paso Corto, and take a
Jjump at the canter.

3. Class Specifications.
a The jump must be between 18 inches to 24 inches in height.
4., Judging Griteria.

a The class is judged: 20% on the Pas o Corto, 20% on the Pas o Largo, 10% on the flat walk, 70% on the
Canter, and 40% on manners and the individual testing (figure eight, back, and jump).

b. Type. The horse s hould demonstrate balance, flex ibility, coordination, and manners while pe forming
the various gais and individual tiesting., The Pas o Corto B performed with mild collec tion. Manners and
willingness are very important. The individual tes ting s hould be 2 mooth, controfled, consistent in gait,
and supple.

c. Penalties.

i, Failure to properly ex ecute the Paso Corto and Paso Largo must disgualify the horse prior to
individual tes Sng
ii. Failure to take the cormrect lead in the canter must be penalized.
iii. Jump Refusals. One refusal to take the jump must result in lowering the horse's placing in the
class, Two refusals to take the jump automatically disgualifies an entry from the class.

PFF120 Paso Wes tem Pleasure

1. Appointments and Attire.
a The appointments are Westem Tac k (PFT08.6).
i, Qnly one hand may be used on the reins when using a curb bit and the hands must not be
changed. The exhibitor may hold the romal or the slack of split reins to keep them from
swinging, with the hands at least 12 inches apart. The bight {excess ) of the rins must drape to
the s ame s ide of the horse as the hand that s holding the reins.
b, The attire s Wes fem Attire {PF108.70).
2. Conduct and Procedures.

a  Ex hibitors will enter the arena to the right, on the rail, at a Pas o Corto and circle the arenain a
counterclockw is e manner until ins tructed to reverse orchange gait.
The seguence of the gaits s hall be: Pas o Corto, flat walk, Lope, flat walk, reverse, and repeat
Each exhibitor B required to demons trate the back, from the line-up.

d. Optioral Tesis. The judge may require each exhibitor to dismount and remount, from the horse's left
side, while in the line-up. The judge may alk o require any of the following tes & to be performed by any
individual ex hibitor or all ex hibitors:

i. Demonstrate astraight back forup to 15 feot;

ii. Lope and stop, either on the rail or on the center line;

iii. Perform a figure eight at the lope, on the commect lead per circle, demons trating a simple
change of lead. A 5 imple change of lead requires the horse to come down to the halt and
restart into the lope, on the appropriate lead, from either the halt or a walk. The judge may
require one or two figure eights be ex ecuted; and/or

N Traverse the sounding board (PF101.12) at the Paso Corto.

3. Class Specifications

a The horse must work on a light rein, but some contact should be maintained.

b, Gait trans itions should be taken on the firs t stride, and the horse s howld maintain its speed and
cadence without res traint by the rider.

4. Judging Griteria.

a This class & judged: 35% on the Paso Corto, 30% on the Lope, 10% on the fiat walk, and 25% on
manners, attitude, and way of going.

b,  Type. The Westerm Pleas ure horse should move in the working cow horse image, while retaining the air
typical of the Paso Fino. In all gaits, the horse must be s mooth and responsive, and both horse and
rider should appear comfortable and relax ed.

c. When the dismount/remount test & called for, the ex hibitor's style of dismount and mount & not o bo
penalized, rather, emphasis should be placed on the horse's willingnes s to stand guietly.

d. Penalties.

i, Failure to take the comect lead in the lope must be penalized.

ii. If the hands are changed on the reins or if iwo hands are used with a curb bit the ex hibitor
must be penalized

-
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iii. Failure to back in a straight line, during the back maneuver reguired of the class, excuses the
hors e from placement.
. Refus al to back dis qualifies the hors e

FPF121 Paso Trail

1. Appointments and Attire.

a The appointments are English Tack (PF108.5) or Westem Tack (PFT108.6).

i, Qnly one hand may be used on the reins except while negotiating an obstac ke, in which two
hands may be used.

b,  The attire must be in keeping with the tack used. Westem Tac k reguires Western Attire (PF108.70) and
Englis h Tack requires English Attire {PF108.9).

2. Conduct and Procedures.

a.  This class does not include rail work.

b, Designated courses through obstacles are performed individually, with only ome horse in the arenaat a
time.

1. Class Specifications.
a Gails. Reguired gaits in the cours e may include: Fiat Walk, Paso Corio, andfor Pas o Largo.
b. Trail Course Requirements.
i. Acourse will be created by competition management and reviewed and approved by the

Judgeiz). An exhibitor in this class i prohibited from designing or s etiing up the cours e,

il. The trail pattern must s how the line of travel through each obstacle, the gait required to
perform each obstacle, and specify how a horse & to negotiate or travel between obs tacles,

iii, The trail pattern must be posted at leas ttwo hours prior to the class, Once posted, revisions
are prohibited.

.  Fororder of go requiremeris, see W5703.4.

v. The cowurse must include a minimum of six obstac les with a max imum of eight obstacles.

vi. Forrequired dimensions of Trail obstacles, see WS126, {Exception: WS 126,10 Unacceptable
Obstac les)

c. Trail Couwrse Obstacles. Obs facles may include, but are not limited to: negotiating a gate, carrying an
object from one part of the arena to another, cross ing through water, over foge orsimulated brush,
magotiating a difch without lunging or jumping, cross ing a bridge, backing through obstacles, s ide-
passing, mounting and dis mownting from either side of the hors e, and pe forming any reas onable trail
marneuvers,

i. If a coat or jacket i5 fo be put on by the exhibitor as an obstacle, the gamment mus t be open in
the front and not require pulting on over the head.
ii. Unnatural-type obs tacles, such a8 afire extinguis her, perforated plywood in water boxes, or
ex ofic animals are prohibited.
iii. A sounding board (PF101.12) may be used as an obs tacie.
4. Judging Criteria.

a This class & judged 100% on negotiating the obs facle couwrs e, Entries will be evaluated on willingness,
res pons iveness, cormectnes s, and general attitude while negotiating through the obstacle course,
Breaking Ties. Only obs tacles occurring in a natural trail environment are to be us ed for breaking a tie.

c.  Penaltios.

i. Horses must be penalized for any unnecess ary delay while approaching the obstacles . Judges
are encouraged to ask the ex hibitor to advance to the next obstacle for a horse taking
ex ces g ive Lime to negotiate an obstacle.

iil. Any horse not properly performing the required gait between the obstacles, failing to follow
the prescribed obs tacle, or failing to follow the prescribed cowse of travel through the
obstacie must be penalized in the 5 ame manner as if the horse did not comple te the obstacle.

PFi122 Paso Costume

1. Appointments and Attire.
a Nospecific style of tack for the horse & reguired.
b, The attire & a costume of the Latin American or Spanish relation, but no s pecific country of origin need
be identified
i. The attire mus t not be offens ive ordetract from the class.

ii. Aftire of the optional attendant' randier must be in keeping with the costume of the exhibitor.
2. Conduct and Procedures,

a  Priorto the class, ex hibitors must submit a brief s tatement of approx imate ly 100 words or a max imwm
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of two minutes when read des cribing the cultural s ignificance of their costume, This s fafe ment will be
announced as the exhibitorenters the arena.
b, Exhibitors enterthe arena one at a time as their statement & announced, performing the ir preferred
gait of either the Classic Fino, Pas o Corto, or Paso Largo.
c. Exhibitors circle the arena once in a countercloc kwise manner and line-up head-to-Lail in the center of
the arena.
i, Qne attendant'handler iz pemitted perex hibitor while in the line-up. The attendant'handier
must be appropriately attired in keeping with the ex hibitor's costume.
3. Cilass Specifications.
a  The purpose of this class & to creale interest in the Pas o Fino breed, by establishing and
demonstrating its Latin American or Spanish origin, by means of the various cos tumes of the
ex hibitors for the enjoyment of the public.
4. Judging Criteria.
a This class & judged: 80% on aftractiveness of costuming, appropriatenes s of the cos tume with the
horse, and com pletenes s of the cos tuming idea, 10% on the bnlliance of gait and carrage of the hors e,
and 70% o manners.

SUBCHAFPTER PF-4 PLEASURE DRIVING SECTION
PF123 Appointments and Attire

1. Appointments.

a Hamess. The harness must be of light driving hames s type.

b. Bridle and Bit Blinkers, overcheck, and overcheck bit are optional. The check rein must not interfere
with the horse's way of going. Bits may be Iiverpoole orsnaffie type, either regular, straight bar, or
Jointed, When a liverpool bit B used, the driving lines must attach to either the bit's half cheek or the
first rein attac himent slot down from the half cheek

c. Vehicle. A two or four-wheeled vehicle, s uitable o the horse, & reguired. An attached baskel, forthe
driver's foof, & permitted. Swkies, a two-wheeled vehicle with no place for the driver's feat ex cept i
stirrups, are prohibited.

d.  Whip. A standard buggy whip is permitted. The attendant & prohibited from carrying a whip.

a The attire 5 Wes term or English Attire (PFT08.9/70).
b, A dnving apron i pernmitted.
c. Attendanis showld be neatly attired and a groom’'s smock is optional.

PF124 Conductand Procedures,

1. Exhibitors will enterthe arena to the right, at the Paso Corto, circling the arena in a counterclockwise manner
until required by the judge to reverse or change gait.

The seguence of gaits & Paso Corto, Paso Largo, walk, reverse, and repeat.

Vehicles must reverse toward the center, angling toward the opposife side of the arena.

All horses being considered for an award are required to back in a straight line,

One attendant & permitted to head each horse during the line-up. The atfendant must stand back from the
hors e two paces, except fo uncheck the hors e, if des ired.

ook b

PF125 Class Specifications.

1. Thiz class i open to horzes 36 months of age and older (PF101.9).
Onily the ex hibitor & permitted in the vehicle. Exception: A Sub-Junior ex hibitor must be accompanied by an

adiLit,
1. Braiding of the horse’s forelock is permitted.

PF126 Judging Criteria.

1. This class & judged: 30% on the Paso Corto, 30% on the Paso Lamgo, 10% on the walk, 15% on appearance, and
15% on manners.
2. Type. In this class, horses s hould combine s tyle and spirit along with obedience and good manners. They
should move out willingly and s tand guietly, when requested.
3. Penaities.
a Excessive speed, at the discretion of the judge, may be penalized.
b,  Pacing and trotting mus t be penalized.

PF127 Class es within this Section
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1. Classes may be offered as Paso Pleas ure Drving Open.
SUBCHAPTER PF-5 EQUITATION SECTION

Eguitation highlights the style, grace, and rhythm of the Paso Fino horse and the relations hip between horse and rider.
Equitation is the art of effectively and comectly nding a hors e, using effoctive aids fo achieve the best performance of
the horse, while maintaining cormrect posture, s eat, and balance enhancing the oneness of rider and hors e,

PF128 Exhibitor Position

1. Posture. The riders hould have a balanced, natural, and comect position on the horse that promotes the best
performance of the hors e. The ndershould convey the impress ion of effective and complete control of the
hors e whils maintaining a high degree of elegance and style. From the profile view, a straight line,
perpendicuiar to the ground, through the rider's head, shouwlder, and ankle should be observed The center of
balance should be kept directly above the feot and ankles. The upper body s hould not appear to be rocking
from side to s ide with the movement of the horse.

2. Seal The rider's seat should have a natural flow downward into the saddle with the tors o, pelvis, and legs
balanced and symmetrnical. The body of the rider shouwld not interfe re with the movement and balance of the
hors e, but it s howld promote a good performance. The rider shouwld be centered on the saddle, aligned with the
horse's dorsal line and not slip backwards on or over the cantle. The seat shouwld never appear igid ortens e,

3. Head The riderk head should be held straight, with the chin up, and looking forward in the direction of travel

4., Back The rider's back should be straight, look natural, and should not be arched, or leaning forward or
backward The rider's shouwlders s hould be s quare, but not tense or stiff. When viewing from behind, the rider's
back should be aligned with the horse's dorsal line.

5. Legs. The rider's leg should hang naturally with the lower leg underthe rider's body, while not ex tending
forward or backward, but be a straight line from the knee to the stirrup.

6. Feet The rider's feet s howld be paralfel to the horse's body, with the heels slightly lower than the toes by
approx imately one inch. The foot's position should not appear to be forced inward nor the toes pointing
outward. The ball of the nider's foot s hould res t directly on the s tirup pad, ex erfing even pressure on the entire
stirmip.

7. Arms. The rider's arms shouwld fall naturally from the shoulders toward the hip bones and = hould appear
flex ible, never tight agains t the body, with the elbows in a perpendicular line with the shoulders, not ex iending
forward, bac kward, or outward

8. Hands, The rider's hands should be held neithe r perpendic ular nor horizontal to the saddie, The height at which
the rider's hands are held, above the horse's withers, is determined by the head carrage of the individual
hors e, The rider's hands s hould remain in line with the pommel of saddle, with a s traight line from the elbow
through the forearm, hand, and rein, to the bit. Hands and wrists s hould be flexible and not held extremely
separated.

PF129 Paso Equitation Exhibitor Position

1. The exhibitor's position follows the descrption in PF128.
2. Methook of Holding the Reins, The reins must be held using one of the following methods:
a One rein in each hand, entering below the little finger, extending upward to the thumb, with the bight
{excess) of the rein hanging fo the right side of the hors e,
b, One rein in each hand, with the reins entering betweeon the little and ring fingers, extending upward to
the thumb, with the bight (excess) of the reins hanging to the right side of the horse,

PF130 Paso Equitation Appointments and Attire

1. Appointments, The appointments are English type {PF108.5).
2. Aftire, The attire is the Official Paso Fino Show CGostume (PF108.8).

PF Pas o Equitation Conduct and Procedures

1. Exhibitors will enter the arena to the right, on the rail, at a Paso Corto, and circle the arena in a
counterclockwize manner uniil as ked to reverse orchange gait

Exhibitors must space themseles to avoid bunching up and maintain the same relative position on the rail
The seguence of gaits & Paso Corto, Paso Largo, walk, reverse, and repeat.

The rovers e B executed toward the center of the arena.

A halt will be called at least once during the Paso Corto.

6. Optional Individual Tes ing Judges are encouraged to call for at feast two tests (PF132) of the top exhibitors.

ook e b

PF132 Paso Equitation Tests
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1. Individual tes ing from which the judge may choose: (Exception: Sub-Junior ex hibiiors may only be as ked to
perform tes & b, e, andiorf)

a Ride without stirrups at a Paso Corto. The s tirups may be crossed over the pomme | of the saddie, if
obs ired.
Back the hors e

c. DiEmount and mount. To dis mouwnt, the ridermay eitherstep down or slide down (size of the rider must
be taken into conside ration). To emount, the mdermust first check the curb chain and girth, adjusting
them if necessary. The nder gathers the reins in their left hand, with gentle pressure, The rider;
standing diagonally facing the front of the horse, places their left hand in front of the horse's withers,
without holding the mane, turns the s imup towards them with their right hand, and places their left foot
in the stirrup. The rider then places their right hand e ither on the fars ide of the s addie or on the
pommel, and springs ightly up, straightening both knees, and crossing the right leg over the seatof
the saddle. The rider eas es into the saddie and places their right foot in the stirrup, without looking
oow .

d.  Perform a figure eight at a Pas o Gorto, The ridermustalways tum and face the judge, uniess otherwise
instructed, and the judge may instruct ex hibitors whether fo perform large ors mall diameter circles.,

e. Transition the horse from the Pas o Lamgo to the walk on a guiet rein.

f.  Answer guestions from the judge on parts of the horse and tack Judge must refer fo PFHA's
deszignated drawings when as king ques fions. (Parts of the horse and tack figures can be found at
PFHA.omg.)

PF133 Paso Equitation Judging Criteria

1. Theclass B judged 100% on eguitation.
Results, s hown through the performance of the hors e, are not to be considered more important than the
method us ed in obtaining them.
3. For the safely of the otherexhibitors, judges must ex cuse any rider who & unable to control the ir mount.,
Penalties.
a Bunching up or not working on the rail.
b, The riderextending their leg forward, backward, or not keeping a straight line from the knee to the
stirrup.
c. Riders that appearto be forcing their foot position or cons & iently have their toes poimting inwards or
outwards.

PF134 Class es Within the Paso Equitation Section

1. Paso Equitation class es may be offered as follows:
a Youth Pas o Equitation. (PF104.1) Offerod using one of the following methods !
i. Youth (PF104.7),
il. Sub-Junior7-12 years of age and Junior 13-17 years of age, OR
iii. Sub-Junior7-9 years of age, Sub-Junior 10-12 years of age, Junior 13-15 years of age, and
Junior 16-17 years of age.
b, Amateur Adult Paso Equitation. {PFT071.6)

PF135 International Pas o Equitation Exhibior Pos ition

1. The exhibitor's position follows the description in PF129.
2. Methook of Holding the Reins. The reins mist be held using one of the following methods:
a One rmein in each hand, entering below the little finger, extending upward to the thumb, with the bight
fexcess) of the rein hanging to the right side of the hors e,
b,  One rein in each hand, with the reins entering between the little and ring fingers, extending upward to
the thumb, with the bight (excess) of the reins hanging to the right side of the horse.
c. Both mins in the left hand, entering below the litile finger and ex tending upward o the thumb. The gt
hand placed under the left, holding the mght rein only, the rein entering be low the little finger and
ex tending upward to the thumb. The bight (ex cess) of the reins hanging to the right s ide of the hors e
. Riders 12 yearz of age and under may use any of the three lsted methods (PF135.2[a, b, or cj).
e, Riders 13 years of age and over must use the method listed above in PF135.2(c).

PF136 International Pas o Equitation Appointments and Attire

1. Appointments, The appointments are English type {(PF108.5).
a The stirrup leathers must not ex ceed 2" in width.
b. The stirrups can be metal or leather, and mus t be symmetrical in all paris, including the footres .

Tuesday, August 11, 2026 4:28 PM PF 1.0 | Tracking #200-25 Page 48 of 55



2. Attire,
a The attire s black leather boots, black trousers (length not to surpass the heel of the boot when
mournted), black jac ket, and a white or cream hat with black orwhite ribbon.
b. Intemational Paso Fino Equitation Mini (PF141.1[a][ii]) riders must wear a profective riding vest,
without any posture aids.

PF137 International Pas o Equitation Conduct and Glass Procedures

1. Exhibitors will enter the arena to the right, on the rail, at @ Classic Fino or Pas o Corfo, and circle the arena in a
counterclockwize manner, until instructed fo reverse.

2. While being judged, ex hibitors must maintain the Class ic Fino or Paso Corto.

Exhibitors s hould maintain the s ame relative pos ition on the rail,

4, The roverse & executed toward the center of the arena, not exceeding an area of three meters, while
maintaining the horse's gait.

5. Exhibitors will be instructed to line-up, in a predeterm ined area of the arena and await instruction to individually
traverse the sounding board, in both directions, Exhibitors will then ex it the arena to the holding/line-up area to
await the ir individual testing.

o

PF138 International Pas o Equitation Class Specific ations

1. Forsafety purposes i class es for rniders aged four to eight, there must be at feas t four designated as sistants in
the arena, appointed by the competition management. Als o, the arena mugic volume mie t be lowered during
the class.

PF139 International Pas o Equitation Tes (s

1. Reguired Individual Tes ting. Ex hibitors must perform the tes & in their entirety and in the following order
a Figure Eight
i. Exhibitors must approach the Figure Eight from the space in beiween the sounding board and
the Figure Eight poles, and ex ecute three Figure Eights around the poles : two Figure Eighis in
one direction and one Figure Eight in the oppos ite direc tion.

il. The start and end of each Figure Eight will be in the center (midpoint) of the two poles.
Exhibitors enter the Figure Eight cross ing over the midpoint moving toward the left pole and
complete two figure eights in this direction, followed by a reverse of direc tion by ex ecuting a
half circle around the left pole, to a s traight line toward the right pole, with another half circle
around the right pole, to then enter the Figure Eight in the reversed direction, completing omne
Figure Eight in that direction.

b. Halt and Back

i. Exhibitors must Halt at the center point of the Figure Eight poles and bac Kk their horse fourto
gix steps.

ii. After the back, ex hibitors must Halt, coming to a complete stop, before moving forward in a
straight line, in between the Figure Eight poles, towarck the Serpentine. The horse should
move forward with softness, focus, and determination, accomplis hed with the use of proper
aick and the rider's balance omn the fors e,

c. Serpentine

i. Exhibitors must ex ecute a Serpemtine in the designated area and then proceed to the rail, in a
straight line, toward the Sounding Board.

ii. A Serpentine cons stz of altermating straight-fine movements and halfcircle tums. During the
half-circle tums, the horse's body should bend toward the center of the circle. During the
trans ition from s traight-lines to half-circie twrns, the horse shouwid not move over the tangent,
creating zigzag or sinusoid pattems (Refer to the Serpentine diagram in PF Appendix A). The
Sempentine's pattern & marked using three rows of cones, The use of bright yellow objects as
markers is recommended.

d. Sownding Board

i. Exhibitors must traverse the sounding board in one direction, come off the board compleie iy,
tum around, and retum traversing the Sounding Board in the oppos ite direction.

2. Exhibitors must maintain gait at all times.

3. Optional Testing. Judges may reques t additional tests between two or more ex hibitors for a work-off. The
folfow ing tes & will be randomly selected, by means of a lottery system, prior to the compe Ufion and are
performed independently until the judge(s) & satis fied to place the class:

a Reverse, Fourreverse calls.
b. Parallel comparis on of ex hibitors.
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c. GCircles. Ex ecute three circles, around the ouls ide of the figure eight poles, in one direction, reverse
foward the circle's center, and execute another three circles, around the oulside of the figure eight
poles, in the oppos ite direc fon.

d. DiEmount and Remount. Riders must follow the dismount and remount procedure outlined in
PF132.1(c), with the exception that iders may hold the mane orthe s addle's pommel to ass st their
remounting. The dismount and remount test may only be reguested of participants 13 years of age and
older.

PF140 International Pas o Equitation Judging Criteria

1. This class & judged 60% on hors emans hip, riding skill, and individual testing, and 40% on the equitation
posture of the rider.
2. The following poimts sysfem must be ulilized:

Horsemans hip and Riding S kill
Hand.rf'ng Frf the hors e,. cont.m.r, confidence, focus, s kills, and ability 30 points
to maintain the horse in gait throvghout the class
Effective use of aids 10 points
Individual Testing
Figure Eight {including the entrance and haltf) T point
Back 3 points
Serpentine 5 poink
Sounding Board 5 points
Subtotal 60 points
Equitation Pos ture
Head 4 points
Seat 8 poink
Back 6 point
Amms 6 poink
Hands 6 points
Legs 6 points
Feet 4 point
Subtotal 40 points
Grand Total 100 points

1. Ewvaluation of the Testing.

a. Figure Eight, Judges evaluate the softness of the rider's hands on the reins, the us e of aids, balancing
their body on the horse during turns, and the ir ability to maintain the horse in gait throughout the test

b. Halt and Back. Judges evaluate the smoothness of the rider's command fo halt, their seat, their manner
of guiding the horse backwards using s ubtle commands, and backing in a s traight line until halting the
horse.

c. Serpentine. Judges evaluate the rider's use of aids and their ability to maintain the horse in gait during
straight lines and tums, with cadence and flex ibility.

d. Sounding Board. Judges evaluate the rmder's ability to maintain the horse in gait and their ability o
keep the horse in a straight-line trajectory over the sounding board.

g. DiEmount and Remount, Judges must take into cons ideration the training and manners of the horse, A
participant will not be penalized for the behaviorof the horse during the dis mount and remount
procedure,

4. Penalties.

a. Notcompleting the individual testing in the pres cribed sequence will be penalized 15 points under
handling of the hors e,

b. Omitting or not completing a portion of the individual testing will be penalized up to five points under
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handling of the hors e, plus five poink under each incomplete test maneuver.

c. Exhibitors ten years of age orolderwill be dis qualified and ex hibitors nine years of age or younger will
be penalized forexecuting ex tra circles during the Figure Eight test in an attempt to gain attention.

d. Exhibitors will be penalized forentering the figure eight incorrectly or performing more or less than
three figure eights

e.  When performing the figure eight, riders will be penalized for opening or widening their hands and'or
arms while turning, using a lkeading rein on orclose to the horse’'s neck, us ing excess ive aids, and if
their horse veers offtrack during the turns or does not maimain gait throughout the tes £ Ex ception:
Youlth riders 12 years of age and under must not be pernalized for opening orwidening theirhands.

f  When travers ing the sounding board, riders will be penalized for not maintaining their horse in gait,
allow ing the horse to traverse sideways over the sounding board, or allowing the horse to step one
hoof off the sounding board.

g. Riders nine years of age and older will be dis qualified for tuming while on the sounding board or
stepping more than one hoof off the sounding board.

h. Riders under nine years of age will be penalized for tuming while on the sounding board.

PF141 Class es Within the International Paso Equitation Section

1. Classes may be offered as follows:
a Youth.
i. Youth, OR
ii. Divided by age as follows:
1.  Mini(ages 4 to 5), ages 6 o §, ages 9 fo 11, ages 12 to 14, ages 15 o 17; OR
2 Mini(ages 4 to 8), ages 9 to 12, ages 13 to 17.
b, Adult Amateur. (PFT01.6) Regional PFHA competitions are permitted to offerthis class, at their
discretion.

SUBCHAFPTER PF-6 HORSEMANSHIPSECTION
PF Appointments and Attire

1. Appointments. The appointments are English type {PF108.5).
2. Aftire, The attire is the Official Paso Fino Show Costume (PF105.8).

PF143 Conductand Procedures

1. Exhibitors will enter the arena to the right, at a Paso Corto, and circle the arena in a counterc lockw is e manner
until asked fo revers e or change gait.

2. Theseguence of gaits i5: Paso Corto, Paso Largo, walk, reverse, repeat, and line-up. A halt will be called at
least once during the Pas o Corfo. The reverse mus t be ex ecuted toward the center of the arena.

3. Exhibitors will s pace themselves, maintain the same relative position on the rail, and avoid bunching up.

4, Reguired Testing. From the line-up, ex hibitors will be reguired to perform a designated couwrs e of fests
individually.

PF144 Class Specifications

1. Regional Group competitions may offer this class at their discretion.

2. Paso Horsemanship Course Requirements.
a A course will be created by com petition manage ment and reviewed and approved by the judge s ).
b, The course must be posted at least two hours priorto the s tart of the class.

PF145 Horsemanship Course Tesis

1. When performing the testing, ex hibitors must maintain gait, cadence, and rhythm and mus t not fouch the
cones,

2. The cowse must include a seguence of all the following tesis :

a  Halt. The exhibitor s hould guietly halt the horse and keep the horse s ill and parallel to the rail.

b, Serpentine, At a Paso Corto, the ex hibitor will serpentine through cones,

c. Circles, At a Paso Corto, the ex hibitor will perform two circles through cones.

d. Figure Eights. At a dis tance of nine feet between two cones, at a Paso Corto, the exhibitor will perform
the designated number of figure eights.
Back: The horse must back four fo six steps in a straight line.
Sounding Board (PF107.12). At @ Paso Corto, the ex hibitor must traverse the sounding board, The
ex hibitor will circle at the end of the board and return down the sounding board.

= o
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PF146 Judging Criteria

1. This class kB judged: 50% on hors emans hip of the exhibitor, 10% on the suitability of the hors e to the ex hibitor,
and 40% on the perform ance of the horse.
2. Penalties.
a Exhibitors will be penalized for bunching up or not working on the rail.
b, Horses that do not perform the Pas o Fino gait will be eliminated after lining-up.
c. Off Pattern. An exhibitor s not dis qualified for failure to complete the pattern in the cormrect seguence
but mus t be placed accordingly.

PF14T Class es Within This Section

1. Paso Fino Horzsemanship clas ses may be offered as follows !
a Youth Pas o Fino Horz emane hip. Offered us ing one of the following methods:
i. Youth (PF104.7),
il. Sub-Sunior7-12 years of age and Junior 13-17 years of age, OR
iii, Sub-Junior7-9 years of age, Sub-Junior 10-12 years of age, Junior 13-15 years of age, and
Junior 16-17 years of age.
b, Amateur Adult Paso Fino Horsemanship (PF101.6).

SUBCHAFPTER PF-7 COMPETITION OPERATIONS
PF148 General Competition Operations

1. Methook of Class Placement. Exhibitors will be given one placement perclass, Classes must be judged us ing
one of the following procedures:
a One judge perclass;
b, Conferring ora panel of judges s ubmitting a single judge's card; OR
c. A panel of three or five judges whos e placemenis are averaged forfinal placement of the class.
2.  Amnouncing Class Placement.
a Aftera clazs has beon judged and judge's cardis) turned in, any non-placing horses will be sxcused
from the arena.
b, The placement of the class & announced s tarting with honorable mention s eventh procee ding with
sixth through first.
¢, For championship classes, placements are annownced starting with honorable mention fifth and
proceeding with fourth through firs
d. Victory Ride.
i. The first place hors e has the option of making a victory nde one lap around the arena.
ii. The first and s econd place horses have the option of travers ing the Sounding Board.
3. Deilay and’or Commencement of Classes.
a Commencement, Referto GR109.
b, Delay. Refer to GRE831.
c. At the discretion of competition manage ment, the following procedures may be used to ensure timely
cormmencement of class es;
i. When compeiing collectively, if the firs t exhibitor does not enterthe arena within one minute of
the gate being open, the class is cancelled.

ii. When the first ex hibitor enters the arena and there are remaining ex hibitors who have not
entered the ring, a three minute warning will be Bzued. If the remaining ex hibitors do not enter
by the end of the three minute waming, the gate will be clos ed. Judging will commence upon
clos ure of the gate.

4,  Withdrawing from Gompetition. Refer to GRT.305.
5. Withdrawing from a Class. An ex hibitor who has entered the arena may request the judge's permission to
withdraw from the class, prior to the completion of judging.
a I an ex hibitor exits the arena without the judge's permission, competition management will dis gualify
(PF101.2) the ex hibitor. The ex hibitor will forfeit their entries and prizes from the entire competition.
Exception: An ex hibitorwill not be dizqualified when ex iting the arena in deferance to safety.
6. Multiple Riders or Horses.
a Two differing riders competing the same horse in a class & prohibited.
b, A rnidermust not s how more than one hors e in a class, with the exception of Paso Trail

i. Ina Paso Trail class, arider & permitted to compe e more than one horse, but must have a
handler presemnt for each horse. When accepting awards, the riderwill rnide one hors e into the
arena and the rider's other horse(s ) will be led into the arena by a handler, one per horse.

Tuesday, August 11, 2026 4:28 PM PF 1.0 | Tracking #200-25 Page 52 of 55



7. Modified Attire. In ins tances of extreme tempe rature or climate conditions, competition management may
modify the attire requirements at their discretion.
8. Mownting Block Competition Management must provide a mounting block in center ring, to be made available
to any ex hibitor, upon reques &, during the diz mount'remount tes £
9. Jumps. In classes requiring jumps, the jumps may be either horizontal bar jumps orcross rails.
a Horizontal Bar Jump. The horizontal bar jump must include two jump standards, appropriate jump
cups, a horizontal bar to jump, and a bar for a ground line,
i, Jump rails for the horizontal bar jump must s it fimly in jump cups and cannot be on the cup
edges.
ii. Ground limes must be on the approach s ide of the jump and no farther than two feet away from
the horizontal jump bar.
iii. The height of a horizontal bar jump must be between 18 inches to two feet.
b, Cross Rail The cross rail must include two jump s tandards, appropriate jump cups, and two diagonal
bars for the cross of the jump.
i, The height of a cross rail may not exceed 18 inches as meas ured at the top of the cemer
intersection of the poles,
ii. The height of the jump cups must be s et so the angle of the poles do not exceed 30 degrees.
c. Al jumps provided in warm-up areas must conform to the above guidelines.

PF149 Concurrent Classes

1. Competition management may hold classes concurrently {one performance with two classes in the arena
simultaneous ly and multiple judges, provided the class es are held in accordance with all applicable Fede ration
rufes,

2. Competiion management may choose fo hold clas ses concurrently provided:

a.  No exhibitor s entered in both concurrent classes;

b. The class s pecifications are the same for both classes;

c. The combined class s ize does not exceed 25 horses; AND

d. The zame judges are adjudicating both classes and s ubmit a card for each class.

PF150 Championship Classes

1. Championship Classes Offered. Champions hip classes for Fillies Mares, Colts/Stallions, and Ge Idings may be
offered for each section. Championship class ez may be offered in a section when at least two gualify ing
classes have been offered at the compeltition. Ex ception: In multi-breed compe titions, only one qualifying class
iz necessary to offer a championship class.

a. Bellas Formas Championship. In competitions only offering open Bellas Formas classes, only an open
champions hip may be offered. If Ballas Formas classes are divided into colts/stallions, geldings, and
fillies /mares class ez, only the following Bellas Formas championship classes may be offered:

i. Fillies and Marcs All Ages;
il. Geldings Al Ages; AND
iii, Golts and Stallions AN Ages.

2. Eligibility. To be eligible to compete in a championship clas s, the horsefexhibitor must have been properly
entered, s hown, and judged (PF101.4) in at least one qualifying class in the same section at the competition.
Exception: Youth class ez cannot be us ed a8 gqualifiers for Amateur or open champions hip clazses.

a Amatour Champions hips, Entries qualified from Amateur clas ses must compete in the Amateur
champions hip classes in the s ection for which they are qualified. f Amateur championship classes are
not offered, a qualified entry may compete in the open champions hip class in the section forwhich
they are gualified.

b, Youth Championship Glas ses, Champions hip classes may be offered for youth riders in any section in
witich two or more qualify ing classes are offered at a given competition. Youth Championship classes
may be divided into Junior Youth and Sub-Junior Youth or held as Youwth {PF104).

3. Procedure. Championship classes are conducted in the same manner as the qualifying class.

4, Placement. Championship classes will place a Champion, Reserve Champion, Third Champion, and Fourth
Champion. A fifth place, alko known as honorable mention, may be awarded.

PF151 Grand National Champions hip

The PFHA National Championship Competition must be a Federation licens ed "A" rated competition (GRIT12.3)
2. The National Championship competition will operate under the rules that were in effect during that
competition's qualify ing year.
3. Eligibility. To be eligible forentry, an entry must have accumulated, in the spec ific section in which they are
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entering, & minimum of 20 PFHA points at PFHA sanc ioned competitions during that competition year.
Exception: Walk-Corto Leadiine, Paso Costume, and Paso Pleasure Drving classes have no eligibility
regquirements.

4., Hoof Inz pection. All hors eg entered in the PFHA National Competition must have their hooves inspeciod before
entering the arena by a committee of three appointed by competition management, cons Bting of an impartial
farmer, aveterinarian, and a member of competition management AN horses must be found in compliance with
the s hoeing reguiations found in PF10T7 and s how no evidence of s oring (PF103. 3).

5. Grand National Champions.

a. Separation of Classes. Grand National Championship class es will be divided by horse sex (Stallions,
Mares, Geldings) in the Classic Fino, Paso Performance, and Pas o Ple asure sections for both Open and
Amatour classes.

b. Eligibility. To be eligible for entry into the Grand National Champions hip class, a horse must have been
properiy enterod, shown and judged (PF107.4) in one of the gualifying classes,

SUBCHAFTER PF-8 LICENSED OFFICIALS
PF152 Competition Conduct

1. General Penalties. In the Paso Fino divis ion the following will apply:
a Excused (PF101.3):
i. During awork-off, any hors e that becomes unruly, ill-mannered, oruns afe;
iil. The horze does not meet the reguirements of the class. Ex ception: Sub-Juniorex hibitors.
b. Digualified from the class (PF101.2):
i. A horse thatis unly;
i, Non-conforming tack with the section rules;
iii. Weighted shoes on a horse;
. Fall of horse and'or rider due to bad manners of the horse;
v. Unsoundness.
2. Paso Fino Judging Standards. Special attention & afforded to the rhythmic cons Btency and s moothness of the
Pazso Fino gait.
a Penaltios.
i. While s tyle of execufion may vary per horse, any style of execution that reduces smoothness

and consistency s penalized.

i, Inaddition, a horse must be ex cused (PF101.3) for failure to perform any gait prescribed in a
class. Ex ception: Sub-Junior ex hibitors.

iii. Any lendency fo mix gails, the loss of even cadence, or lack of smoothness & penalized.

.  Horses that fight the bit, flatten their ears, or swis b their tails are penalized.

v. [In all qualifying gaitz, light contact on the reing & reguired, but a horze requiring undue
restraint or “holding™ in gait or collection & penalized.

vi. A horse thatgoes "“strung-out” behind, sguat down in the rear, juls out it nose, lugs, or
works behind the bit & penalized.

vii. Exaggeraied leg action (excessive fold, over-reaching, unnaturally high front leg action, etc.) i
not desirable. The ideal Pas o Fino should track straight, however, s light winging or paddiing is
acceptable and & penalized only if s evere or a res ult of conformation faults.

3.  Inspection.

a Inthe line-up of all class es, judges will inspect horses for artificial devices, training scars, raw or
bleeding s ores, soundnes 8, marked lameness, evidence of sonng, and wells from whips or spurs in
accordance with PF103.3.

b, The steward or judge may select any ex hibitors from a s ection or an entire class for ins pection,
requiring riders to dismount and drop theirhorse's bits. This inspection may take place in the arena or
as the horses ex it the arena.

4. Single Entry Class. In a class with a single entry, the judge may as k the exhibitor to perform all required gaits of
the class one direction of the arena and place it or ex cuse the ex hibitor in accordance with the rules.

a Exception: Youth classes with as ingle entry mus tcomplete all reguire ments of a class both directions
of the arena

5. Youth Horse Suitability. In Youth classes, special attention shouwld be paid to the s uitability of the horse for its
rider. Horses should not appear unmanageable or too excitable for their riders, nor should they be unwilling to
work for their niders, Good disposition is paramount fora Youth horse,
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PF Appendix A — Serpentine Patte ms for Intermational Equitation
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