
 

 

UNITED STATES EQUESTRIAN FEDERATOIN 
ANTI-DOPING REQUIREMENTS 

 

3.1 Human Anti-Doping: Athletes must adhere to all IOC, IPC, Panam Sports, APC, WADA, 
FEI, USADA and USOPC anti-doping protocols, policies, and procedures, as applicable. This 
includes participation in Out-of-Competition Testing as required by the IOC, IPC, Panam Sports, 
APC, WADA, FEI, USADA and USOPC rules, as applicable.  

3.2 Equine Anti-Doping: All Horses are subject to drug testing both in competition and out of 
competition.  

3.2.1 In-Competition. All Horses entered to compete in any FEI or USEF Event are subject to 
drug testing at any time from when the Event begins until the Event ends or beginning when the 
Horse arrives for the Event until the Event ends, whichever occurs first. Blood and/or urine 
samples may be collected and tested for substances prohibited or forbidden under the subject 
Event rules. National Events may invoke USEF General Rule 409 whereby samples will be tested 
for FEI prohibited substances, including metabolites and markers. 

• Positive Finding. At any time during the observation and selection period that the 
presence of a prohibited or forbidden substance, or a metabolite or marker, is detected 
in the sample collected in-Event, the results, including the level detected for controlled 
medications, will be reported to the USEF Chief Executive Officer and General Counsel.  

• They will notify the Director of FEI/High Performance Sport and/or the Discipline 
Director for dissemination of information as appropriate. In such instances, the positive 
finding may result in the elimination of the Horse and/or Athlete from the Selection 
Process.  

• Before elimination occurs, the Owner and Athlete will be afforded a hearing by a panel 
(“Selection Hearing Panel”) comprised of at least one disinterested member of the 
applicable discipline Sport Committee along with at least two disinterested members of 
the Hearing Committee, one of which must be an Athlete Representative. 



• The Chairman of the USEF Veterinary Committee, or his designee, may serve Ex Officio 
and a member of the Veterinary Panel selected for the Championship may serve Ex 
Officio. 

3.2.2 Out-of-Competition. Blood and/or urine samples may be collected out-of-competition at 
any time throughout the selection period, which is defined as commencing on the start date of 
the USEF Qualifying Period following notification to the Athlete at least 24 hours prior to 
collection of samples. Samples collected from Horses out-of-competition will be tested for the 
presence of substances prohibited by the FEI, including metabolites and markers. Failure to 
make the Horse available for collection of samples may result in the elimination of the Horse 
and/or Athlete from the Selection Process. Before elimination occurs, the Owner and Athlete 
will be afforded a hearing by the Selection Hearing Panel.  

• Positive Finding. At any time during the selection period that the presence of a 
prohibited or forbidden substance, or a metabolite marker, in the sample, the results, 
including the level detected for controlled medications, will be reported to the USEF 
Chief Executive Officer and General Counsel, who will notify the Director of FEI/High 
Performance Sport and/or the Discipline Director for dissemination of information as 
appropriate.  

• In such instances, the positive finding may result in the elimination of the Horse and/or 
Athlete from the Selection Process unless the Veterinary Panel appointed for the 
Selection of the Event certifies that the substance detected has been approved or is 
legitimate and appropriate under the circumstances. Before elimination occurs, the 
Owner and Athlete will be afforded a hearing by the Selection Hearing Panel.  

• These provisions do not abrogate the enforcement of applicable Equine anti-doping 
rules at Federation licensed Events, including Events where GR409 is invoked whereby 
samples will be tested for FEI prohibited substances, including metabolites and markers. 

• USEF General Rule 409.2 Equine Drugs and Medications, Prohibited Substance 
Provisions: No Horse and/or pony competing in a Breed or Discipline designated as (or 
part of) a No Prohibited Substance Group is to be shown in any class at an Event licensed 
by the Federation if it has been administered in any manner or otherwise contained in 
its tissues, body fluids or excreta a prohibited substance as defined in the FEI Horse Anti-
Doping and Controlled Medication Regulations, which can be found at www.fei.org.  

 

http://www.fei.org/

