USEF Proposed Rule Change Report (1)

Rule Tracking Draft Proposal Type Effective Date Proponent Status
EQ 1171 147-25 1 Standard 12/1/2026 USEF Executive Staff Approved
(6/16/2026)
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EQ117.1 Tracking #147-25 Draft#1  Approved
]

Standard 12/1/2026 1/28/2026 Approved 6/16/2026

This proposal seeks to remove all references to the Good Hands equitation classes and finals from the USEF Rule Book in a manner consistent with the
recently approved rule change to remove all references to UPHA programs and classes. This is due to the fact that the Good Hands program owner, Mid-
America Horse Shows Association declined to enter into an agreement with USEF to prohibit Good Hands classes from being held at any competition that
does not prohibit persons on the USEF, FEI, or U.S. Center for Safe Sport banned or suspended lists from being on competition grounds or participating in
the competitions.

Similar to other state and local association classes held at USEF competitions, the Good Hands classes can still be offered by the organizer as miscellaneous
classes and the program owner, Mid-America Horse Show Association would assume the responsibility for how the classes are conducted, not the USEF.

USEF Executive Staff Leslie Mangan

Imangan@usef.org

American Saddlebred
Draft 1: Recommends Approval 03/23/2026

Arabian
Draft 1: Recommends Approval 03/16/2026

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/27/2026

Morgan
Draft 1: Recommends Approval 04/16/2026

Saddle Seat Eq
Draft 1: Recommends Approval 03/26/2026
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SUBCHAFPTER EQ-3 SADDLE SEAT EQUITATION SECTION

EQ117 Conduct
(see GR1210.1b- 1e)

1. Classes for junior and senior riders can be combined.

2. When entries warrant, it is recommended that competitions restrict Maiden, Movice, Limit and
Intermediate riders to their respecfive categories.

3. DIVISION OF CLASSES.
In The Gogd Handsand Saddle Seat championship classes, judges must work compefitors in groups
of 20 or less. In USEF Saddle Seat Medal classes, judges must work competitors in groups of 15 or
less. In USEF Saddle Seat Adult Amateur Medal Classes it is at the discretion of competition
management whether or not to work competitors in groups of 15 or less_ In all other Saddle Seat
classes, if there are 20 or more en-tries in a class, it is recommended that the class be divided into
separate sections by selecting every other number on the list of entries, and that separate frophies
and ribbons be awarded. If there are 25 or more enfries, the class must be divided and the nofification
of such publicly announced and posted at least two hours prior to the start of the class. In classes
with eliminafions, it is the prerogative of the judge, not of compefiion management, to determine the
number of riders from any given section. The list of qualifying riders for the classfinals will not be
posted or an-nounced until all sections have been worked.

[--]
EQ119 Requirements for Specific Classes.

[--]

8. PLEASURE EQUITATION. For junior riders who have not reached their 18th birthday, riding Pleasure
horses with full mane and tail with natural carriage. Classes may be divided asto sex and age of the
rider. (For riders competing on American Saddlebreds: Horses cross entered in the Country Pleasure
division at the same competition may not wear tailsets or bustles while on the grounds. Riders
competing in these classes cannot compete in any other Saddle Seat Equitation classes at the same
competiion, except USEF Medal.; URHA. Fhe-Goaad-Hands and American Saddlebred Pleasure
Equitation Medallion Saddle Seat classes on Pleasure horses with full manes and tails with natural
carriage. Riders competing in Pleasure Equitation classes are eligible to compete in the Open Saddle
Seat Equitation Champienship on a Pleasure horse with a full mane and tail with natural carriage only
if a Pleasure Equitation Championship is not offered at that compedtition.
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