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CHAPTER 3 COMPETITION LICENSING 

SUBCHAPTER 3-B COMPETITION CLASSIFICATION 
 
GR311 Awards Rating Classifications 
1. For the purpose of equalizing competitions for the National HOTY Awards, divisions and sections of 

Regular competitions fall into one of three classifications: Premier, National or Regional Hunter.  
2. In the Hunter division, points for ribbons won in any rated section will be awarded in two awards 

channels using the applicable point chart.  Channel I includes Premier and National rated hunter 
competitions and Channel II includes Regional rated hunter competitions.  Points earned in a 
Channel I are exclusive to that award channel.  Points earned in Channel II are applicable to both 
Channel I and Channel I. 
a. In the Green Hunter 3’0”, 3’3”, 3’6” and 3’9”, Young Hunter 5 and under, Young Hunter 6 and 

under, Young Hunter 7 and under, High Performance Hunter, Performance Hunter 3’3” and 3’6”, 
Green Conformation Hunter 3’6” and High Performance Conformation Hunter, standings for the 
National HOTY Awards based on money won will be determined by dollars won in the horses 
respective sections. See GR1132.  

BOD 08/26/2025 Effective 12/01/2026 

GR312 Determining Ratings 
1. A division or section rating or classification is determined from the number of classes, amount of cash 

premiums offered in these classes and the holding of required classes in certain divisions. A 
competition may not offer the minimum requirements for a rating higher than the rating approved by 
the Federation. Exception: Hunter competitions. See Ratings Charts. 

2. A competition may qualify for several different ratings. Some competitions will earn an “A” or “B” 
rating in all divisions and sections; others may earn a combination of ratings. Exception: Hunter 
competitions will qualify for one rating, Regional, National or Premier.  If more than the minimum 
number of classes is offered, prize money should be increased proportionately. 

3. The Paso Fino Division is rated “C” regardless of the number of classes or amount of prize money 
offered. A competition may apply for an “A” rating if offering a minimum of $2,000 and prior year 
competition had more than 250 horses. The PFHA National show shall be an “A” rated Federation 
licensed competition as per PF155.1i. Exception: the Paso Fino Division may be offered at Local 
competitions. 

4. In Stake classes in “A” and “B” divisions or sections or at Premier and National hunter competitions, 
competitions must guarantee amount offered as prize money except where the monies offered in 
other classes are sufficient to meet the HOTY Award minimum requirements. In such cases, Stake 
classes may run as sweepstakes. 

5. The Connemara and Half-bred Connemara is “C” rated, regardless of the number of classes or 
amount of prize money offered. Exception: the Connemara and Half-bred Connemara Division may 
be offered at Local competitions. 

6. Rated Hunter Section & Classes 
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HUNTER SECTION 
RATINGS AND 
CLASSES 

Premier/National 
(“AA”/”A”) 
Min-Max 
Required 
Classes 

 

Premier/National 
(“AA”/”A”) 

Min Money 

Regional 
(“B”) 

Multi-Day 
Comp 

Min/Max 
Required 
Classes 

 Regional 
(“B”) 

One Day 
Comp 

Min/Max 
Required 
Classes 

Regional 
(“B”) Min 

      
Open Hunter Sections 
Green Conformation 
Hunter 

4-6* 500 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

High Performance 
Conformation Hunter 

4-6* 500 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

High Performance 
Hunter  

3-5 750 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

Performance Hunter 
3’3”  

3-5 400 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

Performance Hunter 
3’6”  

3-5 500 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

 
Green Hunter Sections 
Green Hunter 3’0” 4-6 500 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 
Green Hunter 3’3” 4-6 500 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 
Green Hunter 3’6” 4-6 500 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 
Green Hunter 3’9” 4-6 500 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 
Young Hunter Sections 
Young Hunter 5 and 
under 

3-5 0 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

Young Hunter 6 and 
under 

3-5 0 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

Young Hunter 7 and 
under 

3-5 0 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

 
Amateur Owner Hunter Sections 
Amateur Owner 
Hunter 3’6” 18-35 

4-6* 500 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

Amateur Owner 
Hunter 3’6” 36 & 
over 

4-6* 500 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

Amateur Owner 
Hunter 3’3” 18-35 

4-5 500 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

Amateur Owner 
Hunter 3’3” 36 & 
over 

4-5 500 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

 
Junior Hunter Sections 
Small Junior Hunter 
3’6” 15 & under 

4-5* 500 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 
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Small Junior Hunter 
3’6” 16-17 

4-5* 500 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

Large Junior Hunter 
3’6” 15 & under 

4-5* 500 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

Large Junior Hunter 
3’6” 16-17 

4-5* 500 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

Small Junior Hunter 
3’3” 15 & under 

4-5* 500 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

Small Junior Hunter 
3’3” 16-17 

4-5* 500 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

Large Junior Hunter 
3’3” 15 & under 

4-5* 500 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

Large Junior Hunter 
3’3” 16-17 

4-5* 500 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

 
Hunter & Green Hunter Pony Section 
Small Pony Hunter 4-5* 400 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 
Medium Pony Hunter 4-5* 400 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 
Large Pony Hunter 4-5* 400 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 
Green Small Pony 
Hunter 

4-5* 250 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

Green Medium Pony 
Hunter 

4-5* 250 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

Green Large Pony 
Hunter 

4-5* 250 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

Children’s Hunter Sections+ 
Children’s Hunter 
Younger 

4-6/3-5 0 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

Children’s Hunter 
Older 

4-6/3-5 0 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

Children’s Hunter 
Pony Small/Medium 

4-6/3-5 0 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

Children’s Hunter 
Pony Large 

4-6/3-5 0 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

Low Children’s 
Hunter Horse 

4-6/3-5 0 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

Low Children’s 
Hunter Pony 

4-6/3-5 0 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

Adult Amateur Hunter Sections+ 
Adult Amateur 
Hunter Younger 

4-6/3-5 0 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

Adult Amateur 
Hunter Middle 

4-6/3-5 0 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

Adult Amateur 
Hunter Older 
 

4-6/3-5 
 

0 
 

3-5*** 
 

3-4*** 
 

0 
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Low Adult Amateur 
Hunter 

 
4-6/3-5 

 
0 
 

 
3-5*** 

 
3-4*** 

 
0 

Ladies Side Saddle 4-6/3-5 0 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 
Hunter Breeding 4-6/3-5 0 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 
Small Hunter 4-6/3-5 0 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 
Thoroughbred 
Hunter 

4-6/3-5 0 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 

 
USHJA Hunter Sections 
      
USHJA Hunter 2’0” 3-5 0 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 
USHJA Hunter 2’3” 3-5 0 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 
USHJA Hunter 2’6” 3-5 0 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 
USHJA Hunter 2’9” 3-5 0 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 
USHJA Hunter 3’0” 3-5 0 3-5*** 3-4*** 0 
Other Rated Classes 
USHJA International 
Hunter Derby  

     

USHJA National 
Hunter Derby  

     

USHJA Green 
Hunter Incentive 

     

USHJA Pony Hunter 
Derby 
USHJA 2’6” 
Junior/Amateur 
Hunter Derby 

     

Hunter Classics      
 
(+ Denotes sections which may have USHJA Zone Specifications that govern number of classes and 
prize money) 
(*See HU163.3, HU117 regarding Model Classes, and other class requirements).  
See HU154.2 for requirements regarding minimum number of classes to award a championship.  
***No more than two (2) one-day Regional competitions or one (1) multi-day Regional competition may be 
held at the same venue and/or by the same Licensee or any entity associated with the same Licensee 
during any calendar week (Monday through Sunday). If the Licensee is a business entity, this provision 
includes all persons listed as principals of the business entity. (See HJ112 and HJ113).  
7. All classes offered in a licensed Open Western Division shall be conducted in accordance with 

GR818, unless the competition has applied for and received a rating. (See ratings chart GR312.) 
8. Any breed-restricted division, or combination of breed-restricted divisions, may be offered at Local 

Regular competitions, in accordance with GR310. 
9. IMPORTANT: See Chapter HU and HJ. There are special conditions and requirements for 

determining the ratings of Hunter sections. Management’s attention is directed to these conditions in 
particular, HU131 and HJ109 – HJ114. 

BOD 08/26/2025 Effective 12/01/2026 
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SUBCHAPTER 3-C COMPETITION MILEAGE 

GR314 Mileage 
1. Determining Applicable Mileage. 

a. Mileage is applied Division by Division as defined in the Federation Rulebook. 
b. To determine a mile radius, the distance shall be measured using mapping software to measure 

the distance between the locations where the competitions are being conducted (i.e. address of 
the facility where each of the competitions will be held or the longitude and latitude if an exact 
address does not exist), except between Long Island and the mainland. Application of this 
process will not adversely affect the license rights of competitions already licensed. 

c. In any instance where the shortest road mileage distance between the competition facility 
locations is greater than one and one half (1 1/2) times the radial mileage between the 
competition facility locations, the required mileage distances between competitions shall be 
based upon the road mileage distance rather than radial mileage. 

d. Mileage between competitions within Zones or Regions utilizing different mileage will be 
subjected to the lower of the mileage requirements. 

e. Long Island, N.Y. The distances between competitions held on Long Island, NY, and competitions 
held on the mainland shall be determined by measuring a straight line distance from the point at 
which Interstate Highway 278 (across the Triborough Bridge) intersects the shore of Long Island, 
to the location where the Long Island competition is being conducted (i.e. address of the facility 
where each of the competitions will be held or the longitude and latitude if an exact address does 
not exist) and by measuring the mile radius from the bridge to the location where the other 
competition is being conducted (i.e. address of the facility where each of the competitions will be 
held or the longitude and latitude if an exact address does not exist). The application of this 
process will not adversely affect the license rights of competitions already licensed. 

f. If the mileage between competitions is less than the applicable distance specified by this rule, 
conflicting dates may be approved by the Federation in accordance with GR315 and providing all 
other requirements for recognition are met. 

g. The foregoing distance rules do not apply to events comprised exclusively of classes recognized 
by the FEI and the USOPC (example: Olympic Trials or Olympic Games). The National 
Championships for Dressage and Dressage competitions offering Federation qualifying or 
selection trials, or observation classes and National classes held in conjunction with a CDI are 
exempted from the mileage rule. When a CDI is approved on one or more days where another 
competition has date priority, national classes can only be held on the day of the FEI Jog and on 
days where at least one CDI class is held or is not held due to no entries. When CDI classes are 
not held on all approved CDI dates (except due to no entries) the competition might not be 
granted approval for those dates in subsequent years. Certain competitions held in conjunction 
with events also holding FEI competitions and/or selection trials for international competitions, at 
the discretion of the Board of Directors, may be exempted from the mileage rule. 

2. Mileage Boundaries. Mileage consideration may be applicable to more than one mileage provision. 
a. The below divisions will be conducted under the following mileage: 

1. Andalusian/Lusitano: 250 miles; 
2. Arabian: 250 miles; 
3. Friesian: 250 miles; 
4. Hackney: 100 miles; 
5. Morgan: 100 miles; 
6. National Show Horse: 50 miles; 
7. Roadster: 100 miles; 
8. Shetland: 100 miles; 
9. American Saddlebred: 100 miles; 
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10. Local Regular: Any breed competition restricted to one breed or multi-breed competition 
including any of the above listed breeds (1-9), regardless of number of classes offered: 50 
miles; 

11. Western Dressage: 100 miles. 
b. Mileage Boundaries for Hunter and/or Jumper Sections. 

1. Hunter and/or Jumper competitions are categorized by Rating and/or Level. Additional criteria 
required for each Rating and/or Level in the Hunter and Jumper Mileage Charts can be found 
on the Federation website at www.usef.org under competitions. 

2. Jumper Levels are based on the prize money offered. See JP104. 
3. Hunter mileage shall be independent of the Jumper mileage and applied separately to each 

division of a competition 
4. The distances between licensed competitions held in USHJA Zones 1 & 2 (ME, NH, VT, MA, 

CT, RI, NJ, NY, and PA) offering hunter or jumper divisions shall be in accordance with the 
mileage tables (H1 & J1) shown below effective 12-01-26. 

Competitions approved in the 2026 competition year with comparable dates in 2027 will be 
grandfathered at their current dates, locations, ratings and levels, and will not be subject to the 
mileage below. 

Hunter Mileage Chart – H1 USHJA Zones 1&2 

P
rio

rit
y 

D
at

e 
H

ol
de

rs
 

New Competitions w/ Same Rated Division 

 Premier 
(“AA”) 

National 
(“A”) 

Regional 
(“B”) 

Premier (“AA”) 125 125 50 
National (“A”) 125 125 50 
Regional (“B”) 50 50 50 

 
Jumper Mileage Chart – J1 USHJA 1 & 2 

P
rio

rit
y 

D
at

e 
H

ol
de

rs
 New Competitions w/ Same Rated Division 

 Level 5 & 6 Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 
Level 5 & 6 125 125 90 0 0 

Level 4 125 125 90 0 0 
Level 3 90 90 75 0 0 
Level 2 0 0 0 0 0 
Level 1 0 0 0 0 0 

 
 
3. The distances between licensed competitions held in USHJA Zones 3 thru 10 and Canada [with the 

exception of Florida in the first trimester - December through March – see GR314.5] offering hunter or 
jumper divisions shall be in accordance with the mileage tables (H2 & J2) shown below effective 12-
01-26. 

 
Competitions approved in the 2026 competition year with comparable dates in 2027 will be 
grandfathered at their current dates, locations, ratings and levels, and will not be subject to the 
mileage below. 

Hunter Mileage Chart – H2 
USHJA Zones 3 thru 12 and Canada (excluding FL in 1st trimester) 

P
rio

rit
y 

D
at

e 
H

ol
de rs
 New Competitions w/ Same Rated Division 

 Premier 
(“AA”) 

National 
(“A”) 

Regional 
(“B”) 
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Premier (“AA”)  250 250 100 
National (“A”) 250 250 100 
Regional (“B”) 100 100 50 

 
Jumper Mileage Chart – J2 

USHJA Zones 3 thru 12 and Canada (excluding FL in 1st trimester) 

P
rio

rit
y 

D
at

e 
H

ol
de

rs
 New Competitions w/ Same Rated Division 

 Level 5 & 6 Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 
Level 5 & 6 250 250 100 0 0 

Level 4 250 250 100 0 0 
Level 3 200 200 100 0 0 
Level 2 0 0 0 0 0 
Level 1 0 0 0 0 0 

 
 
4. The distances between licensed competitions held in Florida in the first trimester (December through 

March) offering hunter or jumper divisions shall be in accordance with the mileage tables (H3 & J3) 
shown below effective 12-01-26. 

 
Competitions approved in the 2026 competition year with comparable dates in 2027 will be 
grandfathered at their current dates, locations, ratings and levels, and will not be subject to the 
mileage below. 

Hunter Mileage Chart – H3 
(1st trimester Florida) 

Pr
io

rit
y 

D
at

e 
H

ol
de

rs
 

New Competitions w/ Same Rated Division 

 Premier 
(“AA”) 

National 
(“A”) 

Regional  
(“B”) 

Premier (“AA”) 225 200 100 
National (“A”) 200 200 100 
Regional (“B”) 100 100 50 

 
Jumper Mileage Chart – J3 

(1st trimester Florida) 

Pr
io

rit
y 

D
at

e 
H

ol
de

rs
 New Competitions w/ Same Rated Division 

 Level 5 & 6 Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 
Level 5 & 6 225 200 100 0 0 

Level 4 200 200 100 0 0 
Level 3 200 200 100 0 0 
Level 2 0 0 0 0 0 
Level 1 0 0 0 0 0 
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CHAPTER 11 FEDERATION RECORDS AND AWARDS 

SUBCHAPTER 11-F AWARD SECTIONS 

GR1132 Hunter and Equitation Divisions  
1. Eligibility  

a. Points toward any Horse of the Year Award for the Hunter Division will not be credited until the 
applications and fees for the horse’s recording, exhibitor’s registration, transfer of ownership, 
name change or addition of owner(s) and owner’s Senior Active, Junior Active or Life 
membership are received online by the Federation offices. Furthermore, points toward any Horse 
of the Year Awards for the Hunter Division will not be credited until the applications and fees for 
the horse’s USHJA Horse Registration, transfer of ownership, name change, or addition of 
owner(s) and the owner’s USHJA Active or USHJA Life membership are received by the USHJA 
offices. Exception: Applications for USHJA Individual Membership and USHJA Horse 
Registrations submitted at Licensed Competitions.  

b. USHJA Zone points toward any Hunter/Jumping Seat Equitation Division Rider of the Year 
Awards will not be credited until the applications and fees for the horse’s USHJA registration, and 
rider’s USEF and USHJA’s active membership are received by the Federation and USHJA 
offices. Exception: Applications for USHJA Individual Membership and USHJA Horse Registration 
submitted at Licensed Competitions.  

2. Point Tabulation. See GR1113-GR1119. 
3. In the Hunter division, points are calculated according to the Hunter Division Point Chart. Exception: 

National awards for Green Hunter 3’0”, 3’3”, 3’6” and 3’9”, Young Hunter 5 and under, Young Hunter 
6 and under, Young Hunter 7 and under, High Performance and Performance Hunter 3’3” and 3’6”, 
Green Conformation Hunter 3’6”, and High Performance Conformation Hunter will be calculated using 
two systems towards two separate sets of national awards. The national Money Won Awards will be 
based on the money won by each horse in their respective section. The national Points Awards will 
be calculated according to the Hunter Division Point Chart. Both money won and points won in hunter 
classics, the USHJA International Hunter Derby, the USHJA National Hunter Derby, and the USHJA 
Green Hunter Incentive Stake will be included. The money won and points won in the USHJA 
International Hunter Derby will only be awarded towards a declared Hunter section for HOTY points if 
a horse competes in the declared section a minimum of five (5) times during the competition year. 
The money won and points won in the USHJA Green Hunter Incentive Stake will only be awarded 
toward a declared Hunter section for HOTY points if a horse competes in the declared section a 
minimum of three (3) times during the competition year.  

4. All Hunter competitions are required to offer the minimum number of classes and amounts of prize 
money listed in GR312 for each approved Hunter section. If sections are canceled or entries are 
insufficient to award all prize money offered then only money offered to the number of places 
awarded must be distributed. All Hunter competitions must state their hunter rating clearly on the 
cover of the prize list. See Subchapter HJ-3 for Hunter competition rating requirements.  

5. Hunter Division Point Chart:  
Base points per competition rating or section rating:   
Regional and National Hunter Rated Competitions 

Placing Regional National Premier 
1st 15 20 23 
2nd 13 18 21 
3rd 11 16 19 
4th 9 14 17 
5th 7 12 15 
6th 5 10 13 
7th 3 8 11 
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8th 1 6 9 
9th 0 4 7 
10th 0 2 5 

 
 

Exhibitors 3-8 9-15 16-25 26+ 
1st 15 20 25 30 
2nd 10 15 20 25 
3rd 8 12 16 20 
4th 6 9 12 15 
5th 5 8 11 14 
6th 4 7 10 13 
7th 3 6 9 12 
8th 2 5 8 11 

 
Premier Hunter Rated Competitions 

Exhibitors 3-8 9-15 
 

16-25 26+ 

1st 18 23 28 33 
2nd 13 18 23 28 
3rd 11 15 19 23 
4th 8 11 14 17 
5th 7 10 13 16 
6th 6 9 12 15 
7th 5 8 11 14 
8th 4 7 10 13 

 
Hunter Prize Money Chart 
For prize money requirements refer to HJ116 

6. Points are calculated according to the Hunter Division Point Chart utilizing a combination of the 
base points for each placing at each level of section rating and adding one point for each 
entry that competes in each class of the section.  based on the number of horses that compete in 
the first performance class of the section. (Exception: where individual classes may be entered (High 
Performance Hunter, Performance Hunter 3’6”, and Performance Hunter 3’3”) in which case the 
points will be calculated by the number of entries that competed in each individual class (see HU119). 
In the under saddle classes points will be calculated on the number of horses entered.  

7. Bonus points for Hunter Classics will be awarded according to HU175.  
8. Number of entries. The number of entries for the Hunter Division is determined by the number of 

entries that compete in the first performance class of the section, except in sections where individual 
classes may be entered in which case the number of entries will be determined by the number of 
entries that competed in each individual class (see HU135).  In the under saddle classes the number 
of entries will be determined by the number of horses entered. Competition management must post 
within 12 hours of the completion of the class, in a prominent place on the competition grounds, the 
number of entries that compete in the first performance class of each rated Hunter section, signed by 
the officiating Judge.  

9. Hunter Division Section champions will be awarded 2.0 times the total 1st place point value of the first 
class in that section toward any National Horse of the Year point award based on points earned. 
Section reserve champions will be awarded 1.2 times the total 1st place value of the first class in that 
section towards any National Horse of the Year award based on points earned. Exception: For 
National Horse of the Year awards that are based on money won, Section Champions in the Green 
Hunter 3’0”, 3’3”, 3’6”, and 3’9”, Young Hunter 5 and under, Young Hunter 6 and under, Young Hunter 
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7 and under, High Performance Hunter, Green Conformation Hunter 3’6”, Performance Hunters 3’3”, 
Performance Hunters 3’6”, and High Performance Conformation Hunter will be awarded dollars equal 
to 10% of the total prize money offered for each respective section towards National Horse of the 
Year awards. Reserve Champions will be awarded dollars equal to the amount of 5% of the total prize 
money for each respective section.  

10. Hunter Division Section Awards  
In the Hunter division, points for ribbons won or money won, if applicable, in any rated section will be 
awarded in two awards channels.  Channel I includes Premier(“AA”), and National (“A”), and 
Regional (“B”) rated hunter competitions and Channel II includes Regional (“B”) rated hunter 
competitions.  Points earned or money won, if applicable, in a Channel I are exclusive to that award 
channel. Points earned or money won, if applicable, in Channel II will be applied to both 
Channel II and Channel I awards. 
a. Hunter Division Section awards are offered for the following at the National level from the 

Federation and at the Zone level from USHJA:  Green Conformation Hunter 3’6”, Green Hunter 
3’0”, 3’3”, 3’6” and 3’9”, High Performance Conformation Hunter, High Performance Hunter, 
Performance Hunters 3’3”, Performance Hunters 3’6”, Young Hunter 5 and under, Young Hunter 
6 and under, Young Hunter 7 and under,  Small Green Pony Hunter, Medium Green Pony Hunter, 
Large Green Pony Hunter, Small Pony Hunter, Medium Pony Hunter, Large Pony Hunter, Small 
Junior Hunter 15 yrs. & under, Small Junior Hunter 16-17 yrs., Large Junior Hunter 15 yrs. & 
under, Large Junior Hunter 16-17 yrs., Amateur Owner Hunter - 18-35 Years Old and Over 35 
Years Old, Ladies Side Saddle, Amateur Owner Hunter 3’3”  18-35 Years Old and Over 35 Years 
Old, Small Hunter, Small Junior Hunter 3’3”, 15 yrs. & under, Small Junior Hunter 3’3” 16-17 yrs., 
Large Junior Hunter 3’3” 15 yrs. and under and Large Junior Hunter 3’3” 16-17 yrs, Children’s 
Hunter Ponies, Children’s Hunter Horses, Low Children’s Hunter Horse, Low Children’s Hunter 
Pony, Adult Amateur Hunter 18-35 Years Old, Adult Amateur Hunter Over 35 Years Old, Low 
Adult Amateur Hunter, Small Hunter, USHJA Hunter 2’0”, 2’3”, 2’6”, 2’9” and 3’0”, and 
Thoroughbred Hunter. 

b. The USHJA shall determine the Zone HOTY points to be awarded for its USHJA Hunter 
Championships, Finals and Classes. The USHJA shall notify the Federation and publish the point 
scale to be utilized on the USHJA website a minimum of 60 days prior to the start of each event.  

11. Hunter Competitions Utilizing Federation HOTY Points/money won for Qualification for their Events. 
a. Premier and National hunter rated competitions (including those held in conjunction with Jumper 

Level 1-6 competitions) must utilize the applicable Channel I HOTY points for qualification 
purposes.   

b. Regional hunter rated competitions (including those held in conjunction with Jumper Level 1-3 
Jumper competitions) must utilize the applicable Channel II HOTY points for qualification 
purposes.  

 
BOD 08/26/2025 Effective 12/01/2026 
 
[…] 
 

GR1133 Jumpers  
1. Eligibility.  

Points toward any Horse of the Year Award will not be credited until the applications and fees for the 
horse’s recording, exhibitor’s registration, transfer of ownership, name change or addition of owner(s) 
and owner’s Senior Active, Junior Active or Life membership are received by the Federation. 
Furthermore, points toward any Horse of the Year Awards will not be credited until the applications 
and fees for the horse’s USHJA Horse Registration, transfer of ownership, name change or addition 
of owner(s) and the owner’s USHJA Active or USHJA Life membership are received by the USHJA 
offices. Exception: Applications for USHJA Individual Membership and Horse Recordings submitted 
at Licensed Competitions.   

2. Point Tabulation. See GR1113-GR1119. 1.00/1.05m Junior Jumper, 1.10/1.15m Junior Jumper, 
1.00/1.05m  Amateur Jumper, 1.10/1.15m Amateur Jumper USHJA Zone Horse of the Year Awards 
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and Pony, 0.90m Young Jumper, 1.00m Young Jumper, 1.10m Young Jumper, 1.20m Young Jumper, 
1.30m Young Jumper National and USHJA Zone Horse of the Year Awards will be based on the 
following: 

Exhibitors 3-8 9-15 16-25 26+ 
1st 15 20 25 30 
2nd 10 15 20 25 
3rd 8 12 16 20 
4th 6 9 12 15 
5th 5 8 11 14 
6th 4 7 10 13 
7th 3 6 9 12 
8th 2 5 8 11 

*Determined by the number of entries that competed (see JP136.13) in the class.  
3. The 1.20/1.25m Junior Jumper, 1.30/1.35m Junior Jumper, and 1.40/1.45m Junior Jumper, 

1.20/1.25m Amateur Jumper, 1.30/1.35m Amateur Jumper, and 1.40/1.45m Amateur Jumper, U25 
and Young Rider Jumper Horse of the Year Awards will be based on one point for every dollar won in 
their classification at Regular Competitions.  

4. The Open Jumper Horse of the Year Award will be based on money won in classes which comply 
with JP151, classes of $25,000 or more. One point for every dollar won will be awarded. 

5. Award Categories. Federation National awards will be given in the following categories: 1.00/1.05m 
Junior, 1.10/1.15m Junior, 1.20/1.25m Junior, 1.30/1.35m Junior, 1.40/1.45m Junior, 1.00/1.05m 
Amateur, 1.10/1.15m Amateur, 1.20/1.25m Amateur, 1.30/1.35m Amateur, 1.40/1.45m Amateur, 
Open, Pony, 0.90m Young Jumper, 1.00m Young Jumper, 1.10m Young Jumper, 1.20m Young 
Jumper, 1.30m Young Jumper, Thoroughbred Jumper, Young Rider and U25. Zone Horse of the 
Year Awards will be given by USHJA in the following categories (see JP119 for Zone specifications): 
1.00/1.05m Junior, 1.10/1.15m Junior, 1.20/1.25m Junior, 1.30/1.34m, Junior, 1.40/1.45m Junior, 
1.00.1,05m Amateur, 1.10/1.15m Amateur, 1.20/1.25m Amateur, 1.30/1.35m Amateur, 1.40/1.45m 
Amateur, Pony, Young Riders, U25 and Thoroughbred Jumper.  
National awards will be offered in two awards channels as follows: 

a. Channel I – Based on placings at standalone Jumper Level 4-6 competitions or Jumper Level 
1-6 competitions held in conjunction with a Premier(“AA”) or National (“A”) rated hunter 
competition. 

b.  Points earned in Channel I are exclusive to that channel. 
c. Channel II – Based on placings at standalone Jumper Level 1-3 competitions or Jumper Level 

1-3 competitions offered in conjunction with a Regional (“B’) rated hunter competition. 
i. No class at Jumper Level 3 held in conjunction with a Regional (“B”) rated hunter 
   competition may exceed $25,000 in prize money. 

d. Points earned in a Channel II are exclusive to that award channel applicable to both 
Channel I and Channel II awards. 

6. USHJA Zone awards will be distributed according to the Zone map. USHJA Zone awards will be 
offered in two awards channels as follows: 
a. Channel I – Based on placings at standalone Jumper Level 4-6 competitions or Jumper Level 1-6 
competitions held in conjunction with a Premier (“AA”) or National (“A”) rated hunter competition.  
b. Points earned in Channel I are exclusive to that channel. 
c.  Channel II – Based on placings at standalone Jumper Level 1-3 competitions or Jumper Level 1-3 
competitions offered in conjunction with a Regional (“B”) rated hunter competition. 
d. Points earned in a Channel II are exclusive to that award channel applicable to both Channel I 
and Channel II awards.. 

7. Presentation of the USHJA Zone Horse of the Year Awards will be made at the discretion and 
auspices of Zone Committees, only after approval of the USHJA.   
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8. The USHJA shall determine the National, Zone HOTY points to be awarded for its USHJA Jumper 
Championships, Finals and Classes. The USHJA shall notify the Federation and publish the point 
scale to be utilized on the USHJA website a minimum of 120 days prior to the start of each event.   

9. Jumper Competitions Utilizing Federation HOTY Points for Qualification for their Events. 
a. Standalone Jumper Level 4-6 competitions or Jumper Level 1-6 competitions held in conjunction 
with a Premier or National rated hunter competition must utilize the applicable Channel I HOTY points 
for qualification purposes.   

       b. Standalone Jumper Level 1-3 competitions or Jumper Level 1-3 competitions held in conjunction                
 with a Regional rated hunter competition must utilize the applicable Channel II HOTY points for  
 qualification purposes.   
 
BOD 08/26/2025 Effective 12/01/2026 
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SUBCHAPTER HJ-4 COMPETITION SCHEDULING AND PRIZE MONEY 

See also GR901.21b, GR901.24 and Chapter GR3. 

HJ109 Premier Rated Competitions 

1. Must be held and judged over a minimum of five (5) days on the same competition grounds. 
2. Number of horse entries required for a Premier rated hunter or HJ competition is a minimum of two 

hundred (200). 
3. A minimum of fifteen (15) Premier rated Hunter sections listed in GR312.6 must be offered. 
4. A minimum of ten Premier rated hunter sections listed in GR312.6 must be held and judged. Ladies 

Side Saddle does not count towards these requirements. 
5. Scheduling 

a. A minimum of two performance classes from two different Premier rated Hunter sections must be 
scheduled and judged on four of the five days. 

b. Classes in recognized sections must run on consecutive days. (Exception: Hunter Classics) 
6. The High Performance Hunter section must be offered. 
7. Prize Money 

a. A Premier rated competition must pay a minimum of $75,000 in prize money in all rated hunter 
sections and classes (See GR312.6). If more than the minimum required is guaranteed, the 
guaranteed amount becomes the minimum required prize money payout. If an add-back is 
offered, the details must be provided in the prize list.  

b. Prize money from a section that did not fill and run may be reallocated in accordance with HJ116 
to another section(s) that did fill.  

c. If sections are canceled or entries are insufficient to award all prize money, then additional money 
not awarded must be pooled and redistributed as follows: 
1.  60% of the pool to the champions of the rated hunter sections in which prize money was 

awarded, and  
2. 40% of the pool to the reserve champions of the rated hunter sections in which the prize 

money was paid.  
 
Model classes do not count towards the number of required classes to meet the rating 
requirement, therefore the prize money offered in Model classes cannot be used to determine 
the amount of required prize money to calculate the Premier rating.  

HJ110 National Rated Competitions 

1. Must be held and judged over a minimum of three days on the same competition grounds. 
2. Number of horse entries required for a National rated hunter or HJ competition is a minimum of 

seventy-five (75). 
3. A minimum of ten National rated hunter sections listed in GR312.6 must be offered. 
4. A minimum of five National rated hunter sections listed in GR312.6 must be held and judged. Ladies 

Side Saddle does not count towards these requirements. 
5. Scheduling 

a. A minimum of two performance classes from two different National rated Hunter sections must be 
scheduled and judged on each of the three days. 

b. Classes in recognized sections must be held on consecutive days (Exception: Hunter Classics) 
6. The High Performance Hunter section must be offered. 
7. Prize Money 

Minimum Prize Money paid- A National rated competition must offer a minimum of $5,000 and cannot 
exceed a maximum of $74,999 in prize money in rated hunter sections and classes. If more than the 
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minimum required is guaranteed, the guaranteed amount becomes the minimum required prize money 
paid out.   

a. If add backs are offered, the details must be provided in the prize list.  
b. Prize money from a section that did not fill and run may be reallocated in accordance with HJ116 

to another section(s) that did fill.  
c. If sections are cancelled or entries are insufficient to award all prize money, then additional 

money not awarded must be pooled and equally redistributed as follows: 
1. 60% of the pool to the champions of the remaining rated hunter sections in which prize 

money was paid, and  
2. 40% of the pool to the reserve champions of the remaining rated hunter sections in which 

prize money was paid. 
Model classes do not count towards the number of required classes to meet the rating requirement, 
therefore the prize money offered in Model classes cannot be used to determine the amount of 
required prize money to calculate the National rating.  

HJ111 National Rated Junior/Amateur Restricted Competitions 

1. Must be held on a minimum of two consecutive non-school days within the public school system, at 
the location of the competition, on the same competition grounds. 

2. Two day National Junior/Amateur restricted competitions will have a Horse Entry Number 
requirement of fifty (50). 

3. A minimum of six National rated Hunter sections listed in GR312.6 must be offered. 
4. A minimum of three National rated hunter sections listed in GR312.6 must be held.  Ladies side 

saddle does not count towards these requirements. 
5. For scheduling see requirements for National Competitions (HJ110.5) 
6. At Federation licensed Junior/Amateur competitions, the only rated Hunter sections that may be held 

are those which are restricted by definition to the participation of juniors and amateurs (example: 
Junior, Amateur, Children’s, Adult and Pony). Exception: Pony Hunter Breeding and Hunter Breeding 
classes. 

7. Prize Money  

a. Minimum Prize Money paid- At National competitions restricted to Juniors and/or Amateurs, a 
minimum of $3,000 and a maximum of $74,999 in prize money, must be offered in the rated 
Hunter sections and classes.  If more than the minimum required is guaranteed, the guaranteed 
amount becomes the minimum required prize money paid out.   

b. If add backs are offered, the details must be provided in the prize list.  

c. Prize money from a section that did not fill and run may be reallocated in accordance with HJ116 
to another section(s) that did fill.  

d. If sections are cancelled or entries are insufficient to award all prize money, then additional 
money not awarded must be pooled and redistributed as follows: 
1. 60% of the pool to the champions of the rated hunter sections in which prize money was paid, 

and  
2. 40% of the pool to the reserve champions of the rated hunter sections in which prize money 

was paid. 
Model classes do not count towards the number of required classes to meet the rating requirement, 
therefore the prize money offered in Model classes cannot be used to determine the amount of 
required prize money to calculate the National rating.  
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HJ112 Multi-Day Regional Rated Competitions 

1. A multi-day Regional rated competition is limited to a maximum of three (3) days. The Federation may 
waive or amend the three-day restriction if circumstances warrant.  

2. At least three (3) Regional rated Hunter sections must be offered. (Exception: competitions 
exclusively offering Hunter and/or Jumping Seat Equitation or Hunter Breeding classes).  

3. No more than two (2) one-day Regional rated competitions or one (1) multi-day Regional competition 
may be held at the same venue and/or by the same licensee or any entity associated with the same 
licensee during any calendar week (Monday through Sunday). If the licensee is a business entity, this 
provision includes all persons listed as principals of the business entity. The Federation may waive or 
amend the restriction on the number of Regional rated competitions held in a calendar week if 
circumstances warrant.  

4. No more than three (3) competition arenas may be utilized concurrently at a Regional Hunter 
rated competition. 

5. Prize Money  
a. At Multi-Day Regional competitions a minimum of $0 and a maximum of $24,999 in prize money, 

must be offered in the rated and miscellaneous hunter sections and classes.  If more than the 
minimum required is guaranteed, the guaranteed amount becomes the minimum required prize 
money paid out.  

b. No hunter class may exceed $5,000 in prize money.  
c. If add backs are offered, the details must be provided in the prize list.  
d. Prize money from a section that did not fill and run may be reallocated in accordance with HJ116 

to another section(s) that did fill. 
e. If sections are cancelled or entries are insufficient to award all prize money, then additional 

money not awarded must be pooled and redistributed as follows: 
1.    60% of the pool to the champions of the rated hunter sections in which prize money was 
paid, and  
2.   40% of the pool to the reserve champions of the rated hunter sections in which prize money 
was paid. 

Model classes do not count towards the number of required classes to meet the rating requirement, 
therefore the prize money offered in Model classes cannot be used to determine the amount of 
required prize money to calculate the National rating.  

HJ113 One-Day Regional Rated Competitions 

1. At least two (2) Regional rated sections must be offered. (Exception: competitions exclusively offering 
Hunter and/or Jumping Seat Equitation or Hunter Breeding classes).  

2. No more than two (2) one-day Regional rated competitions, or one (1) multi-day Regional competition 
may be held by the same licensee at the same venue and/or any entity associated with the same 
licensee during any calendar week (Monday through Sunday). If the licensee is a business entity, this 
provision includes all persons listed as principals of the business entity. The Federation may waive or 
amend the restriction on the number of Regional rated competitions held in a calendar week if 
circumstances warrant. 

3. No more than three (3) competition arenas may be utilized concurrently at a Regional Hunter 
rated competition. 

4. Prize Money  
a. At One-Day Regional (“B”) competitions a minimum of $0 and a maximum of $24,999 in prize 

money, must be offered in the rated and miscellaneous hunter sections and classes.  If more than 
the minimum required is guaranteed, the guaranteed amount becomes the minimum required 
prize money paid out.   

b. No hunter class may exceed $5,000 in prize money.  
c. If add backs are offered, the details must be provided in the prize list.  
d. Prize money from a section that did not fill and run may be reallocated in accordance with HJ116 

to another section(s) that did fill. 
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e. If sections are cancelled or entries are insufficient to award all prize money, then additional 
money not awarded must be pooled and redistributed as follows: 
1.   60% of the pool to the champions of the rated hunter sections in which prize money was paid, 
and  
2.   40% of the pool to the reserve champions of the rated hunter sections in which prize money 
was paid. 

 
Model classes do not count towards the number of required classes to meet the rating requirement, 
therefore the prize money offered in Model classes cannot be used to determine the amount of required 
prize money to calculate the National rating.  
 
BOD 08/26/2025 Effective 12/01/2026 
 
[…] 

HJ116 Prize Money 

Total Prize Money in Rated Hunter Sections  

Regional (“B”) competitions 
$0 - $24,999 in rated and miscellaneous hunter 
sections and classes. No hunter class may 
exceed $5,000 in prize money. 

National (“A”)competitions $5000 - $74,999 offered in rated hunter sections 
and classes. 

Premier (“AA”) 
competitions 

$75,000 and over must be paid out in rated 
hunter sections and classes. 

 
1. Prize money offered in the open sections must be awarded on an escalating scale related to the 

height of fences. 
2. No more than 60% of the prize money in the required classes for Premier or National rated section 

may be offered on any one day when the division is held on two or more days, exception: Premier or 
National rated sections in which all required classes are held on one day. Prize money offered in 
Model classes at Premier rated competitions including add-back money, if any, in rated Hunter 
sections, does not count toward the minimum prize money required for a section’s rating nor is it 
considered for purposes of determining 60% to be offered. 

3. Prize money in all rated classes at all licensed competitions must be distributed as follows:  a 
minimum of 30% for 1st, 22% for second, 15% for 3rd, with the balance to be distributed at competition 
management’s discretion. 

4. Ribbon winners must receive the applicable prize money offered for those placings. 
5. If add backs are offered, the details must be provided in the prize list.  
6. The following must be published in the competition prize list: 

a. The total amount of hunter prize money being offered at the competition, 
b. The minimum amount of guaranteed hunter prize money payout, and 
c. The total amount of hunter prize money offered, guaranteed, and paid out by the competition in 

the prior year, unless the competition was not held. 
7. The Federation may amend or waive the minimum required prize money payout if circumstances 

warrant.  
8. Prize money offered in a section cannot be decreased if the section fills. 
9. If a section does not fill and run, the prize money may be reallocated to another section(s) offered that 

does fill.  However, the entry fee for the section where prize money was reallocated cannot be 
increased.  
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