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DC901.1  Tracking #135-25 Draft#1  Approved
|

Standard 12/1/2026 2/6/2026 Approved 6/16/2026

Remove all Small Pony classes and remove VSE classes and Novice Advanced and Open Advanced levels. The Small Pony division dilutes the population of
pony drivers when they could be combined with the regular ponies. It is not in the interest of safety and horse welfare to have VSE's competing at the Novice
Advanced and Open Advanced level due to the length and speeds of the marathon with the requirements of grooms being on the carriage at that level.

Driving Sport Committee Steven Morrissey

smorrissey@usef.org

Council - Intl Discipline
Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/26/2026

Driving

Tuesday, August 11, 2026 3:34 PM DC 901.1 | Tracking #135-25 Page 2 of 6



DC9M Categories and Levels
1. Classes:

1.1_All, or any, of the following classes may be held at the same Event, but each must
be classified separately:

Horse: Single (H1), Pair (H2), and Fourdn-Hand (Hd)

Pony: Single (P1), Pair (P2), and Four-in-Hand (P4)

1.2_In Beginner, Training, Preliminary, and |ntemediate only:

Very Small Equine: Single (VSE1), Pair (VSE2), and Fourdin-Hand (VSE4) at
Intermediate and below levels.

DC915 Height
See Appendix DC-A for measurement of combined driving ponies.

1. Driving ponies must not exceed 148cm without shoes_ or 149cm with shoes. Above these
heights, they are classified as horses. Very Small Equines must be under 99cm.

2. A mixed height turnout is not allow ed.
. :
. .
Merny Small Equine-under 99cm

DC922 Weights and Dimensions

3. Carriages used in Dressage and Cones must comply with the following: 3.1 For Intermediate,
Preliminary, Training, and Beginner levels, the requirement for a groom with a single turnoutis
at the discretion of the Organizer. Exception: All Para-Driving turnouts must always have a
groom while on the camiage.

Class Wheels Grooms Minimum Width for
Advanced

Horse Four-inHand | 4 2 behind 158cm

Fony Four-in-Hand 4 2 behind 138cm

smallBPony orVsSE |4 1 behind n'a

Four-in-Hand

Horse Pair 4 1 behind 148cm

Pony Pair 4 1 behind 138cm

Horse Single 2ord 1 behind or beside 138cm
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Pony Single 2ord 1 behind or beside 138cm
Small-Pony-ore\VSE | 2ord 1 behind or beside, if | n/a
Single used (ref. DC 922.3)
4. Carriages used in Marathon must comply with the following:
Class Wheels Minimum Grooms Minimum Width
Weight for for Advanced
Advanced
Horse Four-in- 4 G00Kg 2 behind 125cm
Hand
Pony Four-in- 4 J00kg 2 behind 125cm
Hand
4 n/a 1 behind n/a
VSE Four-in-
Hand
Horse Pair 4 350Kg 1 behind 125cm
Pony Pair 4 225kg 1 behind 125cm
Horse Single 4 150kg 1 behind 125cm
Pony Single 2ord 90kg 1 behind or 138cm
beside
2ord n/a 1 behind or n/a
WSE Single beside
DCA844 The Course
2. Marathon: Combined Driving Event sections
Section A IControlle] Section B
DIVISION £ SERE
Hp
i of Course
Gates  |Marker
DistancHorse [Pony  |Sm= [WVSE[Time Distanc Horse [Pony |8 [VSE # -
Fo
e km |Speed [Speed |Pony e km [SpeedSpeedPony ObstaclObstacl
5 5 5 =3
e =
Open 111-132-10)/p to 30 113 |8-10 5 Blue
Advanced : Triangle
9 12-14 11-13 minutes [5-9 14 13 7
Movice 40- |8-18|)p to 30 11-13 |8-10 & Orange
PR 5-9 1113 1012 ks minutes [5-9 1214 [11-13 5 :systo
5-8 (1012 |9-11  |8=-10 68 |Jpto 3059 12-14 [11-13 [40=12 8105 5 Red
: . Circle
| ntermediat minutes
Tuesday, August 11, 2026 3:34 PM DC 901.1 | Tracking #135-25 Page 4 of 6



e
4 -6 1012 9-11  ([8=10 68 |Jp to 30|57 12-14 [11-13 [10-42 |8-10 6 u Green
Square
Preliminary minutes q
3-5 [B-11 [B10 [I8 [5-7 |Jpto 30057 1113 N0-12 |8=2e |79 |5 & Black
Diamon
Training minutes q
Beginner Ip to 3046 1113 N0-12 |g=11 |79 |5 5 White
Square
minutes q
5—-8 (1012 9-11 IUp to 3059 12-14 1113 5 5 Red
Circle
Para minutes
3. Short Format Driving Events — Modified Marathon Section(s)
Division Controlled | Distance | Horse |Pony | Sm. VSE # of #of Course
Warm-up | km speeds | speeds | Pony | speeds | Obstacl | Gates | Marker
(optional) speed es inan
5 Cbstacl
e
Cpen Upto 30 35-7 1314 1213 | 42=13 | 810 5 G Blue
Advanced minutes Triangle
Novice Upto 30 35-7 1214 11-13 | 41=13 | 810 5 G Crange
Advanced minutes Keystone
Intermediate | Up to 30 35-7 1214 11-13 | 48-92 | 8-10 5 5 Red
minutes Circle
Preliminary | Up to 30 3-6 1214 11-13 | 40-22 | 8-10 4 4 Green
minutes Square
Training Upto 30 3-6 1113 1012 | 8=41 79 4 3 Black
minutes Diamond
Beginner Upto 30 3-6 1113 1012 | =11 75 3 3 White
minutes Square
Para Upto 30 3.5-7 1214 11-13 3-5 5 Red
minutes Circle
DC958 Cones Competition
1. Single Obstacles and Open Multiple obstacles settings.
Advanced | Advanced Distance
Division Speed Cones : Zig-Zag between
Class M/min Width Serpentine |y Wave | cpstacles
(cm} (m)
Horse | Four-in-hand | 240 185 1012 1113 1012 [ 15
Pair 250 170 6-8 10-12 810 12
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Single 250 160 5-8 1012 810 |12
Para-Driving | 230 160 5-8 1012 810 |12
Pony Four-in-hand | 240 160 8-10 9-11 810 |12
Pair 250 160 5-8 9-11 810 |12
Single 260 160 5-8 9-11 810 |12
Para-Driving | 230 160 5-8 9-11 810 |12
WSE PairMultiple | 200 +15¢m 9 9 g0 (12
Single 240 +15em 6 8 810 |9
1.1.2 Paces
DIVISION Single or Pair Four-in-hand
Beginner/Training | VSE 150mpm 170mpm
Horse/Pony 180mpm 190mpm
Preliminary WSE 180mpm 170mpm
Horse/Pony 200mpm 190mpm
Intermediate WSE 190mpm 180mpm
HorseF ony 220mpm 210mpm
Advanced Single Fair Four-in-Hand
VSE 470mpm A70mpm 160mpm
Fony 260mpm 250mpm 240mpm
Horse 250mpm 250mpm 240mpm
Para Driving Horse/Pony 230mpm
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