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FEI Rule Change 2/1/2026 Dressage

DR120 Dress

4. Spurs. Spurs must be made of metal. Only English-style spurs are permitted, as described below.

4.1 If spurs are worn, a separate spur must be worn on each boot. The shank must be either curved or straight pointing directly back
from the center of the spur when on the rider’s boot. If the shank is curved, the spurs must be worn only with the shank directed
downwards. However, swan necked spurs are permitted.

The inside arm of the spur must be smooth and one or both arms may have rubber covers. If rowels are used, they must be
blunt/smooth and free to rotate. Metal spurs with round hard plastic knobs (metal or plastic) on the shank are permitted (“Impuls”
spur) and the knobs may rotate. “Dummy” spurs (without shank) are permitted. Armless spurs are permitted.

4.2 Spurs are optional during competition in all FEI Tests.

4.3 The maximum length for spurs in all classes except the FEI Children tests and the FEI Pony tests is 5.08cm (2 inches) including
rowels. Only blunt metal spurs (i.e., with no rowels) no longer than 3.5cm are permitted for FEI Pony Rider tests and FEI tests for
Children. Except for FEI Pony Rider tests and FEI tests for Children, the length of the spur is measured from the base to the
end of the shank. For FEI Pony Rider tests and FEI tests for Children, spur length is measured from the base boot to the end of
the shank.

4.4 Offset spurs without rowel are permitted for riders having an appropriate Federation Dispensation/ Classification Certificate.
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DR122 Execution and Judging of Tests.
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12. After the awards for a class have been presented, the judge’s score sheet should be given to the competitor. The score sheet
must be provided directly to the competitor or their representative. Privacy must be maintained. Score sheets may be provided
electronically to the competitor, but they shall, upon request, also be provided with a printed copy.

13. Participation in prize-giving (awards) ceremonies by placed rider/horse combinations may be mandatory and failure to participate
may result in loss of prizes and prize money at the discretion of Competition Management. Specific requirements and penalties for
failure to participate in prize-giving ceremonies must be announced in the prize list. It is recommended that dress and saddlery for
ceremonies be the same as in the competition, but that dark or white leg bandages or boots are also allowed. Bell boots are
permitted. Rosettes should be placed on the horses’ bridles prior to the ceremony. The judge at “C” should be invited to participate in
the prize-giving. Competition Management is responsible for the safe conduct of ceremonies and must excuse any horse that
threatens the safety of participants. At all times when horses are grouped together, riders and/or grooms are responsible for their
actions. Carelessness or irresponsible behavior may result in possible penalties under Federation rules.

14. For FEI Tests for 4, 5 and 6-year old horses, and the USEF test for 4-year old horses, Young Horses must be permitted
to enter the arena for familiarization, before the bell is rung. Riders may either start the test inside the arena or go outside
before starting the test.

15. It is recommended that scorers may not be a competitor, or an owner, coach, trainer or family member of a competitor/horse in
the class(es) in which they are scoring.
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