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Rule Change Intent

The current Hunter Seat Equitation Over Obstacles rules under AR288.2 outline course requirements, but do not define a standardized procedure for 
conducting a work-off at National Championship competitions. The absence of a clearly defined work-off protocol can lead to inconsistency in judging and 
confusion among exhibitors, particularly at the national level where placings carry significant weight. A structured and transparent work-off procedure 
enhances fairness, promotes exhibitor understanding, and strengthens the integrity of the equitation division. Protocol for other National Championship 
equitation classes differ considerably from Hunter Seat Equitation Over Obstacles. The purpose of Equitation Over Obstacles classes is to evaluate the rider’s 
ability to interpret and respond to instruction under pressure in addition to demonstrating technical riding ability.
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Draft 1: Recommends Approval 03/16/2026

Arabian

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/27/2026
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