USEF Proposed Rule Change Report (1)

Rule Tracking Draft Proposal Type Effective Date Proponent Status
HK 128.1 212-25 1 Standard 12/1/2026 AHHS Approved
(6/16/2026)
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HK128.1 Tracking #212-25 Draft#1  Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action
Standard 12/1/2026 2/18/2026 Approved 6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

To align with recent horse welfare movements, the committee is proposing that one leather rim pad on country pleasure ponies be permitted in competition to
enhance the pony’s comfort.

Proponent Details Contact Information

AHHS Emily McSweeney

emcsweeney@usef.org

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/27/2026

Member Comments
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HE128 General

Open to registered Hackney Ponies 14.2 hands and under.

This section is open to amateurs and junior exhibitors.

Open to Mares and Geldings only.

Tails may be long or have the appearance of being short.

One attendant without whip is permitted to head each pony anly during the lineup. The attendant may stand
the entry on its feet and then must stand at least two paces back from the pony and is not allowed to touch
the pony except for safety purposes. It is imperative that ponies stand quietly, back readily and return to the
lineup. Ponies shall remain checked in the lineup and may not be adjusted, unless an additional workout is
called, at which time, ponies not in workout may be unchecked.

6. The use of artificial appliances or devices such asleather straps and rubber bands are prohibited on the
grounds before or during a com petition. Any animal with prohibited equipment must be disqualified fram
further competition and forfeit all entry fees and winnings. The use of protective equipment such as non-
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weighted bell boots, shin boots, etc, are allowed on the grounds and in the warm-up areas prior to entering
the competition ring.

7. Inall Country Pleasure driving classes the judge(s) must walk the line up. If ajudging panelis being used to
officiate these classes, all judges must comply with this rule.

8. The Country Pleasure driving pony may be less showy than the Hackney or Harness Show Pleasure driving
pory, but i should still be typical of the breed.

9. Must be plain shod. Permissible as plain shod shall be a shoe that may contain toe or side clips. Not
permissible as plain shod: bands, bars, pads, wedges, lead, springs, or any attachment that extends below the
bottom of the shoe. The sole and entire frog of the foot must be visible. One leather im pad, no thicker than
X" allowed. The rim pad is not to be any wider than the shoe. Ay animal with prohibited shoeing must be
disqualified from further competition at that event.

10. Transition from one gait to a nother should be smooth and effortless. Ponies must be obedient with prompt
transitions. Special emphasis is placed on a true, flat walk. Ground covering action is desired. Entries to be
penalized for pulling, head tossing, laboring action, and going sideways.

11. Country Pleasure Ponies are ineligible to compete in any other section of the Hackney Division at the same
competition.
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