
USEF (1)

Proponent StatusEffective DateProposal TypeDraftTrackingRule

Proposed Rule Change Report

1 2/1/2026 Approved
(1/18/2026)

EventingFEI Rule ChangeEV 122.3 081-25

Page 1 of 3Tuesday, August 11, 2026 4:05 PM



EV122.3     Tracking #081-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 2/1/2026 11/20/2025 Approved  1/18/2026

Rule Change Intent

At dually licensed USEF/ FEI competitions, many of the Cross-Country courses will remain the same between the equivalent FEI level and USEF level. As 
such, the USEF rules regarding Cross Country tend to align with the FEI rules, in order to make it easier and financially sustainable for Course Designers to 
comply with the rules when using the same course for an FEI level and USEF level.

The intent of the USEF and FEI rules were to penalize athletes who try to avoid the question set by the Course Designer, however, the current language can 
also penalize an athlete who may choose the black flag alternative. Black flag alternatives provide a viable option for athletes/horses, and the current 
language accidentally restricts a Course Designer when planning out appropriate black flag alternates, especially when they may be constrained by area, 
terrain, time, or budget. The FEI approved a rule change to ensure athletes are being penalized correctly and does not inadvertently penalize them when 
taking the appropriate black flag alternates. The proposed is to align with this language change.
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Linked Rules Comments

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 01/06/2026

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 12/17/2025
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