USEF Proposed Rule Change Report (1)

Rule Tracking Draft Proposal Type Effective Date Proponent Status
PF 2.0 193-25 1 Standard 12/1/2026 PFHA Approved
(6/16/2026)
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PF2 Tracking #193-25 Draft#1  Approved

Standard 12/1/2026 2/9/2026 Approved 6/16/2026

This rule change removes the International Equitation section from the chapter. Exhibitors are limited to only riding Paso Fino horses in the rulebook. Many
exhibitors want to compete their diagonal horses in these classes, therefore competitions must currently offer recognized and un-recognized classes to allow
for other horses to compete besides only Paso Finos. By eliminating the International Equitation sections from the rulebook, competition management may
offer these classes as one grouping of international equitation riders instead of splitting to allow for other breeds/types.

(PFHA 3-1 A&B)

PFHA Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/27/2026

Paso Fino
Draft 1: Recommends Approval 04/14/2026

Tuesday, August 11, 2026 4:26 PM PF 2.0 | Tracking #193-25 Page 2 of 12



(2026 Rule book)

SUBCHAPTER PF-2 PASO FING YOUTH SECTION
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(Re-number all remaining sections accordingly)

(Re-number all remaining subchapters and sections accordingly)
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(PF Chapter Re-Write)

SUBCHAFPTER PF-5 EQUITATION SECTION

P'F E xhibitor P osition

FFRaecEoudater ExbbhiderPepton
PF FaseEqutation Appointments and Attire
PF FassEgquiation Conduct and Procedures

PF Fass-Eguiation Tests
PF EascEguitation Judging Critena
PF Clazses within the-Rass-Eguitation this Secticn

(Remove "Paso Equitation™ from all Equitation s ection tithes in the chapter as well)

SUBCHAPTER PF-5 EQUITATION SECTION

E quitaticn highlights the style, grmce, and rhythm of the Paso Fino homse and the relationship between horse and
rider. Equitation is the art of effectively and correctly riding a horse, using effective aids to achieve the best
performance of the horse, while maintaining correct posture, seat, and balance enhancing the cneness of Ader and
horse.

PF Exhibitor P osition

1. Posture. The ndershould have a balanced, natural, and correct position on the horse that promotes the best
performance of the horse. The rider should convey the im pression of efiective and complete control of the
horse while maintaining a high degree of elegance and style. From the profile view a straight line,
perpendicular to the ground, through the riders head, shoulder, and ankle should be cbserved. The center of
balance should be kept directly above the feet and ankles. The upper body should not appear to be rocking
from =ide to =ide with the movement of the hor=e.

2. Seat The riders seat should have a natural fiow downward into the saddle with the torso, pehvis, and legs
balanced and sym metrical. The body of the fder should not interfere with the movement and balance ofthe
horse, but it should promote a good performance. The rider should be centered on the saddle, aligned with
the horse's dorsal line and not slip backwards on or over the canfle. The seat should never appear rigid or
tense.

3. Head. The rders head should be held strmight, with the chin up, and looking forward in the direction of
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travel

4. Back. The riders back shoukd be straight, look natural, and shoukd not be arched, or leaning forward or
backward. The rider's shoulders should be square, but not tense or stiff. When viewing from behind, the
rider's back should be aligned with the horse's dorsal ine.

5. Legs. The riders leg should hang naturally with the lower leg under the rders body, while not extending
forward or backward, but be a straight line from the knee to the stimup.

6. Feet The riders feet shoukd be parallel to the horse’s body, with the heels gightly lower than the toes by
approximately one inch. The foot's position should not appear to be forced imaard nor the toes pointing
outward. The ball of the nders foot should rest directty on the stirrup pad, exerting even pressure on the
entire sfirrup.

7. Arms. The rider's arm s should fall naturally from the shoulders toward the hip bones and should appear
flexible , never tight against the body, with the elbows in a perpendicular line with the shoulders, not
extending forward, backward, or outward .

8. Hands. The rider's hands should be held neither perpendicular nor honzontal to the saddle. The height at
which the rder's hands are held, above the horse’s withers, is determined by the head carriage of the
individual hor=e. The rider's hands should rem ain in line with the pomm el of saddle, with a straight line from
the elbowthrough the foream, hand, and rein, to the bit. Hands and wrists should be fiexible and not held
extremely separated.

9. M ethods of Holding the Reins. The reins must be held using one of the following methods:

a. One rein in each hand, entering belowthe litle finger, extending upward to the thum b, with the
bight (excess) of the rein hanging to the right side ofthe horse.

b. One rein in each hand, with the reins entering betaeen the little and rng fingers, extending upward
to the thum b, with the bight (excess) of the reins hanging to the right side of the horse.

-}
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(Re-number any neces sary s ections accordingly)
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