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Rule Change Intent

In an effort to align more closely with the edited GR838, the National Hunter Committee recommends updating the equine welfare rules in both the hunter and 
equitation chapters. These changes include a reference to GR838 for acts that are prohibited. To avoid repetitiveness between the discipline chapters and the 
GR, there are strikeouts of actions included in GR838. This updated unethical treatment of the horse also includes additional language on how many times a 
horse may be struck with a whip consecutively.

Proponent Details Contact Information

National Hunter Committee Jennifer Day

jday@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
EQ 104 (024-24), HU 100 (022-24), HU 100 (023-24), EQ 104 (126-24), JP 
102 (171-24)

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 03/25/2025

Connemara

Draft 1: The Council agrees with and supports the intent of this proposal but has concerns 
specifically around the proposed language in HU100.1.d regarding use of the whip. The Council has 
concerns with the use of the word “striking” and how it would be enforced since no definition of 
strike is provided. Additionally, the Council had concerns about applying a numerical limit to the 
number of times a whip can be used, rather than addressing the manner in which the whip is used. 
The Council prefers the wording in the USEF-proposed rule change to GR803 (Tracking #243-24) 
concerning whip use and would recommend approval of this proposal if a reference to GR803 were 
provided in HU100.1.d instead of the currently proposed language.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/27/2025

Council - Member Services

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2025

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 04/07/2025

Human and Equine, Safety & Welfare

Draft 1: The LOC agrees with the intent and majority of language within this rule change proposal. 
The Committee would recommend approval if some of the following considerations were addressed 
regarding 1.d. There was concern about applying a numerical number to the amount of times a 
horse could be "struck." There was a preference to providing a description of when using a crop is 
appropriate rather than the maximum number of times is was permitted as that may encourage 
negative behavior and increase pressure for a rider to implement harsh discipline. The usage of the 
term "consecutive" could be considered a gray area and therefore difficult for judges to interpret. In 
general, there was also concern of using the language "strike" due to its negative connotation and 
its affects it may have regarding social license to operate.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 04/14/2025

Licensed Officials

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 03/17/2025

USHJA

Member Comments
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