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Rule Change Intent

The purpose is for the protection of the horse. The scientific study Mechanical Effect of Performance Pressure Boots on Cadaveric Equine Hindlimb 
Fetlock Biomechanics, March 30, 2021, demonstrates that increased fetlock stiffness demonstrates the impact of pressure boots applied to the hind limbs 
of showjumping horses on the fetlock biomechanics and concludes via research that pressure boots increased fetlock stiffness and load, suggesting a 
potential enhancement of tensile loading on palmar tendons and ligaments, which could lead to musculoskeletal injury. Therefore, the Hunter Working Group 
concludes that the Hunter Schooling rules for hind boots should mirror the Jumper rules as Jumper Rules Working Group is currently proposing in the best 
interest of the horse.
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Linked Rules Comments

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/27/2026

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 04/13/2026

National Hunter Committee
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