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Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 9/3/2025 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

To expand the Purpose of the Levels to address the welfare of the horse and emphasize harmony and ease of performance. The goal is to emphasize what is 
required at each level, so riders fully understand what is expected of them. In prioritizing the welfare of the horse, it is the rider's responsibility to choose an 
appropriate level of competition where the horse and rider are both competent.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USDF Katherine Robertson

krobertson@usdf.org

Linked Rules Comments

Draft 1: The committee would like to see more appropriate verbiage used such as changing the 
words “sideways” to “lateral”.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 10/30/2025

Andalusian/Lusitano

Arabian

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 10/14/2025

Connemara

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/26/2026

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/26/2026

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 12/04/2025

Dressage

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 10/29/2025

Friesian

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 10/30/2025

Morgan

Draft 1: Language will need to correspond with the new tests for Para Dressage.Draft 1: Recommends Approval 11/18/2025

ParaEquestrian

Draft 1: No additional commentDraft 1: Recommends Approval 12/11/2025

USDF

Member Comments

Janet  Hannon Draft #1

i thought the original purpose wording was fine

Amanda Edwards Draft #1

I think you are just looking for something to do. You are essentially restating what is already there. This type of this is what is giving people
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more and more reasons to stop competing in recognized competitions. He rule changes are becoming more and more constant and tedious.

Tamara Logsdon Draft #1

Agree

Jennifer Grant Draft #1

This new verbiage is good
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