
USEF (139)

Proponent StatusEffective DateProposal TypeDraftTrackingRule

Proposed Rule Change Report

2 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USHJAStandardGR 311.2 012-25

1 12/1/2027 Approved
(6/16/2026)

ArabianStandardGR 314.2 043-25

3 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Executive StaffStandardGR 401.1 027-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Britt McCormick, USHJA PresidentStandardGR 808.1 010-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Human and Equine, Safety &
Welfare

StandardGR 845.1 007-25

2 4/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Human and Equine, Safety &
Welfare

ExtraordinaryGR 847.1 001-25

2 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Licensed OfficialsStandardGR 1033.5 022-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

EventingStandardGR 1040.1 009-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

ConnemaraStandardGR 1113.1 044-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

ArabianStandardGR 1124.1 045-25

2 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

ArabianStandardGR 1124.6 042-25

2 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USHJAStandardGR 1133.1 017-25

2 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USHJAStandardGR 1211.1 014-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

EventingStandardGR 1211.4 018-25

3 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Executive StaffStandardGR 1214.1 030-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Andalusian/LusitanoStandardAL 0.0 101-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Andalusian/LusitanoStandardAL 101.1 103-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Andalusian/LusitanoStandardAL 101.2 102-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Andalusian/LusitanoStandardAL 103.1 104-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

AHAStandardAR 105.1 105-25
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USEF (139)

Proponent StatusEffective DateProposal TypeDraftTrackingRule

Proposed Rule Change Report

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

ArabianStandardAR 105.2 123-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

ArabianStandardAR 106.4 118-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

ArabianStandardAR 108.1 119-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

ArabianStandardAR 109.19 127-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

ArabianStandardAR 126.1 128-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

AHAStandardAR 133.1 107-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

AHAStandardAR 138.1 108-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

ArabianStandardAR 144.1 122-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

ArabianStandardAR 148.2 116-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

ArabianStandardAR 148.3 131-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

AHAStandardAR 150.4 106-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

AHAStandardAR 166.1 109-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

AHAStandardAR 177.2 110-25

1 9/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

AHAExtraordinaryAR 183.1 222-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

AHAStandardAR 190.2 211-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

ArabianStandardAR 214.1 115-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

ArabianStandardAR 214.2 130-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

ArabianStandardAR App. 8 117-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

ArabianStandardAR 247.1 121-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

ArabianStandardAR 264.8 126-25
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USEF (139)

Proponent StatusEffective DateProposal TypeDraftTrackingRule

Proposed Rule Change Report

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

ArabianStandardAR 287.5 120-25

2 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

AHAStandardAR 287.9 111-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

AHAStandardAR 288.2 114-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

ArabianStandardAR 297.5 129-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

ArabianStandardAR 298.10 125-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

AHAStandardAR 298.11 112-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

ArabianStandardAR 306.1 124-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

AHAStandardAR 317.1 113-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Carriage Pleasure DrivingStandardCP 102.6 132-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Driving Sport CommitteeStandardDC 901.1 135-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

DrivingStandardDC 905.3 254-25

2 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Cynthia WisemanStandardDC 908.1 249-25

1 9/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Driving Sport CommitteeExtraordinaryDC 913.4 223-25

2 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Beth DavidsonStandardDC 920.2 247-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

DrivingStandardDC 944.4 133-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Driving Sport CommitteeStandardDC 947.4 134-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

DrivingStandardDC 959.1 253-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Beth DavidsonStandardDC 970.1 246-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

DrivingStandardDC 974.0 252-25

2 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

DressageStandardDR 101.1 136-25
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USEF (139)

Proponent StatusEffective DateProposal TypeDraftTrackingRule

Proposed Rule Change Report

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USDFStandardDR 118.2 049-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

DressageStandardDR 119.1 137-25

3 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

DressageFEI Rule ChangeDR 120.4 225-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

DressageStandardDR 121.0 144-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

DressageFEI Rule ChangeDR 121.3 261-25

1 9/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

DressageExtraordinaryDR 121.8 257-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

DressageStandardDR 122.3 138-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

DressageStandardDR 122.5 145-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

DressageStandardDR 133.1 139-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

DressageStandardDR 203.7 140-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

DressageStandardDR 208.0 141-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

DressageStandardDR 209.1 142-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

DressageStandardDR 211.4 143-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USHJAStandardEQ 106.5 153-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

National Hunter CommitteeStandardEQ 106.5 174-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USHJAStandardEQ 106.5 154-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USHJAStandardEQ 108.1 146-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USHJAStandardEQ 109.17 152-25

1 9/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

David DistlerStandardEQ 111.8 039-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USEF Executive StaffStandardEQ 111.11 149-25
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USEF (139)

Proponent StatusEffective DateProposal TypeDraftTrackingRule

Proposed Rule Change Report

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USHJAStandardEQ 113.7 150-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USEF Executive StaffStandardEQ 117.1 147-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Saddle Seat EqStandardEQ 119.1 155-25

2 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USEF Executive StaffStandardEQ 119.8 255-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USEF Executive StaffStandardEQ 122.1 148-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USEAStandardEV App. 1 214-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USEAStandardEV App. 2 221-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USEAStandardEV App. 3 157-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USEAStandardEV App. 3 215-25

2 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USEAStandardEV App. 9 219-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USEAStandardEV App. 0 218-25

2 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

EventingStandardEV 108.4 207-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

EventingStandardEV 113.1 208-25

2 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

EventingStandardEV 122.2 210-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

EventingStandardEV 127.8 209-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USEAStandardEV 127.8 217-25

2 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USEAStandardEV 156.2 220-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

FriesianStandardFR 101.35 158-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

FriesianStandardFR 182.1 159-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USHJAStandardHJ 105.0 160-25
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USEF (139)

Proponent StatusEffective DateProposal TypeDraftTrackingRule

Proposed Rule Change Report

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USHJAStandardHU App. A 169-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

National Hunter CommitteeStandardHU 101.0 175-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USHJAStandardHU 105.3 162-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

National Hunter CommitteeStandardHU 118.3 177-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USHJAStandardHU 148.1 172-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USHJAStandardHU 149.1 164-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USHJAStandardHU 167.1 165-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

CEO - Bill MoroneyStandardHU 168.1 032-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USHJAStandardHU 174.6 173-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

JumperStandardJP 5.0 178-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USHJAStandardJP 103.2 188-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

JumperStandardJP 111.5 179-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

JumperStandardJP 111.12 180-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

JumperStandardJP 120.1 181-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

JumperStandardJP 123.1 186-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

JumperStandardJP 123.1 182-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

JumperStandardJP 140.1 185-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

JumperStandardJP 146.0 184-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

JumperStandardJP 146.3 183-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

USHJAStandardJP 149.1 187-25

Page 6 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM



USEF (139)

Proponent StatusEffective DateProposal TypeDraftTrackingRule

Proposed Rule Change Report

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Paso FinoStandardPF 1.0 200-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

PFHAStandardPF 2.0 193-25

2 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

PFHAStandardPF 101.1 192-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

PFHAStandardPF 102.17 191-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

PFHAStandardPF 102.17 199-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Paso FinoStandardPF 112.0 189-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

PFHAStandardPF 125.0 198-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

PFHAStandardPF 127.3 190-25

2 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

PFHAStandardPF 128.0 197-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

PFHAStandardPF 147.2 194-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

PFHAStandardPF 147.2 195-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

PFHAStandardPF 147.4 196-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Kendel EdmundsStandardVA 110.1 015-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

VaultingStandardVA 116.0 213-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Western DressageStandardWD 121.1 201-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Western DressageStandardWD 121.5 204-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Western DressageStandardWD 129.9 203-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Western DressageStandardWD 130.1 202-25

1 12/1/2026 Approved
(6/16/2026)

Western DressageStandardWD 145.6 205-25
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GR311.2     Tracking #012-25     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/13/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The intent of this proposed rule chagne is to expand and incentivize utilizing and emphasizing conformation in the Green Hunter, Young Hunter, and Amateur 
Owner hunter sections. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments
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GR314.2     Tracking #043-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2027 8/29/2025 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The Arabian Committee proposes a decrease to the mileage boundary for Arabian competitions from the current 250 miles to 100 miles. This change brings 
more consistency amongst the breeds as most other breeds’ mileage boundaries are 100 miles. The goal of this proposal is to ease access for competition 
organizers to host their competition and retain or gain USEF licensure, without the need for mileage exemptions and presidential modifications with added 
fees imposed. Currently, there are many instances in the Arabian competition environment where competitions fall within the 250 mile boundary, but host 
different exhibitors due to regional boundaries or sections being offered at the competitions. The committee feels that decreasing this barrier for Arabian 
competitions will result in a better competition environment for Arabian organizers and exhibitors.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Arabian Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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GR401.1     Tracking #027-25     Draft #3      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 5/4/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This proposal clarifies rules within the Chapter, including the expectations regarding medication report form filings.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Executive Staff Brittany Hendricks

bhendricks@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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GR808.1     Tracking #010-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 7/31/2025 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

In cases where fewer than 3 entries complete a class, the results of that class, including eliminations, should still be used to calculate Champion and Reserve 
Champion for the division. Otherwise, if the class with less than three completing is left out of the championship calculations, it can result in a champion being 
declared that did not successfully finish the entire section. The current rule is unfair to competitors who are penalized for competing in classes with less than 
three completions. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Britt McCormick, USHJA President Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments
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GR845.1     Tracking #007-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 6/17/2025 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This proposed rule change modernize and standardize language with regards to accident preparedness and emergency response. The updated language 
aligns more closely with industry standards and requirements align with typical sport EAP requirements.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Human and Equine, Safety & Welfare Katlynn Wilbers

kwilbers@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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GR847.1     Tracking #001-25     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 4/1/2026 4/27/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Extraordinary Change Reason

To support the Return to Play Rule EO

Rule Change Intent

To address the national shortage of available EMT and Paramedics available to provide services at USEF-events, and to ensure that coverage is based on 
training levels and ability to provide Advanced Trauma Life Support, Basic Trauma Life Support or Pre-hospital Trauma Support should it be needed at an 
event. This may help to improve serious injury outcomes at events.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Human and Equine, Safety & Welfare Katlynn Wilbers

kwilbers@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

GR 847.1 | Tracking #001-25 Page 36 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM



GR 847.1 | Tracking #001-25 Page 37 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM



GR1033.5     Tracking #022-25     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/22/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Two competitions, with the same or differing licensees, may occur at the same time at the same venue. This typically occurs when a licensee hosts 
Championships or Finals alongside another Federation licensed competition. In these instances the competitions typically use the same group of officials. If 
this occurs, the Steward or TD should be permitted to officiate both competitions. However, both competitions' horse and ring counts will be counted together 
to ensure the competitions have a sufficient number of Stewards or TDs. The applicable rotation rules will still apply, including if both competitions are hosted 
by the same licensee.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Licensed Officials Alina Brazzil

abrazzil@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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GR1040.1     Tracking #009-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 7/30/2025 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

To allow dually licensed FEI and Federation Eventing Technical Delegates/Stewards to serve in both roles at dually licensed FEI/Federation Eventing 
Competitions. This is permitted under FEI Eventing rules, and a common practice in Eventing. The proposed change is necessary to ensure there are no 
continued financial and organizational burdens for Eventing organizers and licensed officials. Endorsed, Licensed and FEI levels are included in horse counts 
to ensure there is an appropriate number of officials, as required by EV153 and FEI Article 513.8.3. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Alison Lloyd

alloyd@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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GR1113.1     Tracking #044-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 8/29/2025 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This rule change is a revamp of the way points are awarded for the Connemara Horse of the Year awards. The Connemara Committee wanted a points 
system that brought more fairness, structure, and leveling across the many different avenues that Connemaras compete in. The rule change eliminates the 
requirement of at least three horses competing in a class to earn points and the points calculation of three points awarded per horse defeated in a class. 
Instead this rule change proposes three points charts each tailored to different types of competitions that Connemaras compete in: Eventing, Dressage, and 
collective classes. The Dressage points chart delineates points based on the level of test completed and the percentage score earned in the class. The 
Eventing points chart awards points based on the level of competition and the placement earned in the level. The collective class type chart is used for in-
hand, hunter, and jumper classes and delineates points based on the number of horses in the class and the placement earned in the class. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Connemara Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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GR1124.1     Tracking #045-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 8/29/2025 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

In previous years there had been confusion regarding USEF membership requirements and Arabian Walk-Trot/Jog classes receiving HOTY points. This rule 
addition to the Arabain HOTY section makes clear that all Arabian Walk-Trot/Jog classes do not count for HOTY points, therefore fall under the membership 
requirements of GR901.9, that walk-trot classes are exempt from USEF membership. These walk-trot/jog classes are a stepping stone for many exhibitors into 
the world of horse competitions and are vital to the industry for gaining avid competing equestrians. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Arabian Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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GR1124.6     Tracking #042-25     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 4/17/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This proposal re-organizes and cleans up the Arabian HOTY award categories and verbiage for ease of understanding. The proposal adds clarity to the 
Working Hunter section awards by cleaning-up redundant and unnecessary verbiage and removes the award category of Green Working Hunter to include the 
Green Working Hunter classes into the Specialty Hunter Award category. The proposal clarifies outdated verbiage in the Halter award category where 
Half/Anglo Arabian Stallions are permitted to compete in Halter classes. This proposal also changes the Arabian Western Dressage HOTY category to align 
more closely with the Arabian Dressage HOTY category, by splitting the AR WD award category from one combined HOTY award, into several HOTY awards 
based on the WD level. The Arabian Committee feels that there is ample participation in Arabian Western Dressage to justify breaking down the category into 
several awards and that these exhibitors deserve to be recognized for their accomplishments. The proposal splits the AR WD category into six award 
categories as follows: Introductory and Advanced Introductory Levels, Basic Level, Level One, Level Two, Levels Three through Six, and Western Dressage 
Rail to include the following classes: WD Suitability and WD Hack. WD Seat Horsemanship and WD Seat Equitation on the Rail classes are removed from the 
HOTY category, due to those classes being adjudicated based on the rider instead of the horse.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Arabian Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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GR1133.1     Tracking #017-25     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 3/10/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

In an effort to strengthen and grow the Hunter Breeding division and encourage and reward competitors participating at larger shows against a greater 
number of horses, the Hunter Breeding Task Force feels strongly that the point tabulations toward Zone and National Horse of the Year awards should be 
tiered to provide greater recognition to those competing in larger events. The proposed rule will provide more points and prestige based on not only number of 
horses competing in the division but also the rating of the competition. Horses and ponies that win against a large pool of competitors at Channel 1 events will 
receive more points than those competing against fewer horses/ponies at Channel 2 competitions. 

Calculating points based on the first 12 shows will create a fairer and more welfare-friendly system for determining year-end awards for young horses.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie M Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments
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GR1211.1     Tracking #014-25     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/22/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

To establish a more practical and efficient number of Stewards required at a licensed competition, based on the previous year's horse entries and the number 
of competition rings used simultaneously in the current year. Additionally, this rule change aims to clarify the number of Stewards required throughout the day, 
based on the specific needs of the competition on a given day.

Due to the unique nature of this rule change for the Hunter/Jumper disciplines, it has now been moved to the HJ Chapter of the USEF Rule Book for better 
alignment and clarity.

 

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie M Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments
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GR1211.4     Tracking #018-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 8/15/2025 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The combination of GR1211 and EV153 requirements has placed an undue burden upon organizers, requiring the hiring of an excessive number of Technical 
Delegates. EV153 was originally written to address proper Technical Delegate coverage at Eventing competitions, GR1211 was introduced after, and despite 
the International Disciplines Council, Eventing Sport Committee, and USEA not supporting the proposal, it was approved. Its implementation has caused 
issues amongst the Eventing community, and this proposal aims to address those by creating an exemption within GR1211, and providing clarifying language 
on how to count horse numbers within EV153.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Alison Lloyd

alloyd@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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GR1214.1     Tracking #030-25     Draft #3      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 5/4/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The current 10-day requirement to transmit results prolongs the posting and processing and does not align with deadline expectations for a majority of the 
sport programs of USEF and affiliates as well as qualification for major competitions.  Starting with the 2026 competition year,competition software providers 
will be transitioning to the use of the USEF results API, streamlining the transmission of results from software to USEF.  Additionally, the launch of the 
EZ Entry competition software will provide an alternative option for smaller competitions not currently utilizing software.

This rule change will also clarify that jumper faults in Junior Jumper classes are only required for classes held at 1.20m or above and the requirement was not 
intended to apply to the classes at 1.15m or below (previously named Children’s Jumper).

Proponent Details Contact Information

Executive Staff Kelsey Shanley

Kshanley@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AL0     Tracking #101-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

At the request of exhibitors, the Andalusian/Lusitano Committee, with this rule change, is adding the Western Dressage Section to the AL Chapter. This will 
permit competitions to run AL breed-restricted Western Dressage classes. The AL WD classes will follow the WD chapter rules.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Andalusian/Lusitano Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AL101.1     Tracking #103-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

It has been common practice for Andalusian/Lusitano competitions to charge each owner of a competing horse a IALHA show pass fee, but there has not 
been an official rule regarding this requirement. This rule change will align the Andalusian/Lusitano chapter with USEF’s other breed chapters by requiring 
exhibitors and owners of competing horses to be members of IALHA or obtain an IALHA show pass. This rule change also rectifies a discrepancy in the rules 
regarding IALHA horse registrations, by removing confusing language, in favor of the current processes in the Andalusian/Lusitano environment.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Andalusian/Lusitano Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AL101.2     Tracking #102-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This rule change will give competition management the option to offer classes concurrently. Permitting concurrent classes gives competition management 
more flexibility with their show schedule, provides more exciting classes that are fuller for both exhibitors and spectators, and can save time in the show 
schedule.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Andalusian/Lusitano Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AL103.1     Tracking #104-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Over the past few years, there has been discussion in the Andalusian/Lusitano environment regarding the shoeing rules needing updates due to the 
advancements in farrier work. The AL Committee has decided to permit the use of rubber and other non-metallic shoes. This mimics the permitted shoes from 
the Arabian Division. This change will allow for more horses to compete in shoeing that is best for their feet.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Andalusian/Lusitano Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR105.1     Tracking #105-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Welfare of the Arabian horse is paramount to the Arabian Horse Association and its members, exhibitors, and owners. The Morgans, Saddlebreds, Hackneys, 
Roadsters, and National Show Horses all require soundness in their rules of the USEF as follows:

MO102.3 – Entries shall be serviceably sound and in good condition…

SB103.2 – All horses must be serviceably sound. In In-Hand classes for sires and dams or prospective sires and dams, transmissible unsoundness only shall 
be considered. Horses must not show evidence of lameness, broken wind, or complete loss of sight in both eyes.

HK102.4 – TO BE PENALIZED…Horses and ponies must be serviceably sound, i.e. must not show evidence of lameness or broken wind.

RD103.1 – Horses and ponies must be serviceably sound.

NS102.1 – Soundness is required.

It is the desire of the Arabian Division Rules Committee and our Association to ensure Arabian rules support promotion of the welfare of the horse.

(AHA Resolution 3-25)

Proponent Details Contact Information

AHA Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR105.2     Tracking #123-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The main detailed rule regarding Arabian tails is located in AR105.2, but is highlighted at the beginning of the Arabian Working Western section as well. The 
verbiage used in the working western section regarding "altered" tails interprets differently than the rule in ARA105.2(a); this statement in working western is 
being removed to avoid confusion and referencing the rule in AR105. This change is also adding clarity to the verbiage regarding tails in the working western 
section to gain easier understanding. This rule change also adds the clarification that in non-scored working western classes, the penalty for unnatural 
Arabian tail carriage supercedes all other penalties, placing the horse last in the class.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Arabian Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR106.4     Tracking #118-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Currently, the Arabian shoeing rule state that shoes are measured with an accurate gauge, but this rule change is making it clear that all parts of the shoe 
must be gauge-able; there must be no part of the shoe that the gauge cannot fit in order to get accurate measurements of the entire shoe. This rule change 
comes in response to several instances in the field where parts of the shoe have not been gauge-able due to the elements of the shoe.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Arabian Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR108.1     Tracking #119-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This rule change is adding clarity to the time out rules due to instances in the industry that have been questionable as to whether it was permitted and/or if a 
time out should be called. The change adds clarity to the situation of an exhibitor using the time during another exhibitors time out, dismounting a horse is 
considered a time out, and instances of a farrier touching a shoe even when a shoe is not cast. This rule change will be helpful in the field for judges, 
stewards, and competition announcers. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Arabian Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR109.19     Tracking #127-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Currently, AR 109 lists each section in the Arabian Division with how a fall of the horse or rider is handled in terms of placement or scoring; Ranch Rail 
Pleasure is not included on this list. This rule change adds the penalty of elimination for a fall o9f the horse and/or rider in a Ranch Rail Pleasure class.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Arabian Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR126.1     Tracking #128-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Currently, the rule reads in a way that a horse competing in perfomance halter may compete in any bridle appropriate to its performance division. This rule 
change makes an exception to the rule, that bridles with blinkers or blinders, normally used for driving, are not permitted.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Arabian Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR133.1     Tracking #107-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

“Suitability to the discipline” is an important component when adjudicating. The purpose of the rule change is to define and better align all judges and 
exhibitors to this one point of horses being suitable to the discipline in which they are competing.

(AHA Resolution 5-25)

Proponent Details Contact Information

AHA Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

AR 133.1 | Tracking #107-25 Page 84 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM



AR 133.1 | Tracking #107-25 Page 85 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM



AR 133.1 | Tracking #107-25 Page 86 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM



AR 133.1 | Tracking #107-25 Page 87 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM



AR138.1     Tracking #108-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Country Pleasure, since its inception, has looked to separate itself from English Pleasure, being a more relaxed and easier way of going class. Asking for a 
“Strong Trot” and/or a “Hand Gallop” goes against what the class title implies. Focusing on the finer points of Country Pleasure, such as attitude, smooth 
transitions, and quiet mouths, etc., would be a better barometer for what is important. The halt and back portion of the required “test” in all Country classes 
has proven to be ineffective and time consuming, while walking on a loose rein has been found as an adequate barometer of a “Country” attitude. Changing 
the word “Trot” to read “Country Trot” and implementing the  aforementioned changes, will help to bring separation and identity to the Country Pleasure 
section.

(AHA Resolution 6-25)

Proponent Details Contact Information

AHA Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR144.1     Tracking #122-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

At some point during the rule change process, an addition was made to the Hunter Pleasure section appointments specific to bridles by adding a rule 
regarding junior horses. This addition over time has become muddled with other rule changes to the section, resulting in currently the rule contradicts itself, 
making the interpretation of these rules very difficult. This change adds clarity to the two rules regarding bridles in Hunter Pleasure classes.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Arabian Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR148.2     Tracking #116-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This rule change is slightly re-organizing some language for easier understanding and is removing contradictory verbiage regarding permitting holding the 
saddle horn in particular classes or instances. Verbiage is being removed from the Western Pleasure section that currently only applies to the Working 
Western section. Verbiage is being moved in the Working Western equipment section for ease of understanding. Verbiage is being removed from several of 
the Working Western classes that are either contradictory or repetitive.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Arabian Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR148.3     Tracking #131-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This rule change adds consistency to the Working Western Section and related classes in regard to the proper attire for the various classes and the scoring 
penalty for incomplete or prohibited attire. Non-scored classes must be positioned last in the class and scored classes must receive a zero score for 
incomplete/prohibited attire. The changes add clarity throughout the section and classes.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Arabian Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR150.4     Tracking #106-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Our young western horses have increasingly shown significant signs of metabolic syndrome and become overweight at an early age. The removal of the class 
specification of “substance” from the Junior Horse classes in Arabian Western Pleasure may remove the idea that an overweight horse is desired.

(AHA Resolution 4-25)

Proponent Details Contact Information

AHA Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR166.1     Tracking #109-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

There is currently no rated Open Working Hunter class specifically designated for fence height 2’6” in the Arabian Division. The current class options either fall 
below (2’0’, unrated) or above (2’9”, Modified Working Hunter) creating a significant developmental gap for horses and riders progressing through the hunter 
pipeline. The 2’6” height is widely recognized as a fundamental and popular entry-level division in both breed and open hunter competition environments. 
Creating a Low Working Hunter – Open (2’6”) class will better serve the needs of horses and exhibitors transitioning from unrated or beginner levels and align 
with green eligibility standards. The intent is to add this class an official rated class within the Arabian Working Hunter Division, eligible for qualifications and 
Regional/National Championship inclusion.

(AHA Resolution 7-25)

Proponent Details Contact Information

AHA Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR177.2     Tracking #110-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The existing rules were originally intended to separate Dressage exhibitors from non-dressage exhibitors (Western Pleasure, Country Pleasure, etc.). Since 
Dressage and Western Dressage classes can run in the same dressage courts, competition management currently must divide the warm-up space. 
Competition management faces difficulties when show facilities lack large enough and available warm-up areas to allow for the required divided warm-up 
areas for Traditional Dressage and Western Dressage exhibitors, thereby having to create smaller than optimal areas of warm-up, leading to inadequate and 
unfair warm-up. Competition managers are faced with the additional financial strain if additional warm up areas must be rented to remain compliant with this 
rule of keeping the Dressage warm-up area separate. This rule change will provide competition managers with flexibility.

(AHA Resolution 8-25)

Proponent Details Contact Information

AHA Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR183.1     Tracking #222-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 9/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Extraordinary Change Reason

This rule change will have a positive impact on the safety and well-being of horses, exhibitors, and 
competition staff. It will immediately address the safety concerns of showing young horses in Sport Horse 
In-Hand classes.

Rule Change Intent

The safety of exhibitors, show staff, and horses should be of upmost importance. Concerns have been raised about the practicality of the Sport Horse In-Hand 
rules related to horses shown in halters. Chain pressure under the chin can encourage some young horses to invert and rear. At USDF shows, the most 
common method of using a stud chain with a halter is over the nose. USDF Sport horse handler clinic instructors recommend chains be used over the nose 
for control and safety. Currently, the Arabian rules prohibit the use of a chain over the nose of a young horse when showing in a leather halter, therefore this 
rule change is removing that portion and adding that a chain over the nose is prohibited when using a bridle.

(AHA Resolution 9-25)

Proponent Details Contact Information

AHA Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
Legal: Legislative Committee voted to approve this EO on 4/7/2026
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AR190.2     Tracking #211-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The popularity of Sport Horse In Hand Showmanship classes has grown considerably in recent years, drawing more exhibitors from a variety of disciplines. 
Because the handler is being judged in this class, only one back number is issued per horse, causing hardship and impossibility to differentiate handlers if 
using the same horse competing multiple times, therefore a horse should only be shown once per class. There has also been ongoing confusion among 
exhibitors and judges regarding the proper presentation stance of the horse to be used for Sport Horse In Hand Showmanship. Clarifying that handlers may 
show their horse from either side will ensure consistent expectations and judging across these classes. This rule change provides a clear definition of 
“open position” which will improve exhibitor understanding, enhance fairness in competition, and support the integrity of the Sport Horse In Hand 
Showmanship section.

AHA Resolution 18-25

Proponent Details Contact Information

AHA Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR214.1     Tracking #115-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Currently, there has been confusion amongst judges and exhibitors about whether a rider is to post or sit the extended trot/jog, as well as confusion on when 
extended gaits were permitted to be called in classes. This rule change adds clarification throughout the chapter on how the extended gaits are to be ridden 
and permits extended gaits to be used in trail under saddle classes. This rule change also fixes any contradictory language and removes unnecessary 
verbiage from the rules regarding extended gaits.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Arabian Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR214.2     Tracking #130-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This change is currently being enforced through a Presidential Modification. There were requests from licensed officials for more clarity regarding what is an 
acceptable procedure for performing a simple lead change. This rule change gives a proper description of the simple lead change and clarifies this addition in 
the scoring procedures.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Arabian Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR App. 8.1     Tracking #117-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

In Arabian Trail classes, more than one gait may be involved in the execution of a single obstacle. A horse could perform a significant portion of an obstacle 
correctly and should not receive a “0” score. Currently horses can be overly penalized for an infraction that is less or equal in magnitude to other 3 and 5 point 
penalties. Currently in scoring for Trail, a penalty is not identified for a horse that fails to ever demonstrate the correct gait as designated. This rule change 
makes this occurrence a penalty of Disqualification/Zero Score. This rule change also moves the penalty for the failure to perform every segment of an 
obstacle at the correct gait from a disqualification/zero score penalty to a five point penalty.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Arabian Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR247.1     Tracking #121-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

In order to add consistency in scoring penalties throughout the Arabian Working Western section, this rule change removes the no score/disqualification 
penalty of a fall of the horse or exhibitor in the Versatility Ranch Horse classes and adds the fall of the horse or exhibitor as a zero(0) score penalty. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Arabian Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR264.8     Tracking #126-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Currently there is no mention of exhibitors being permitted to walk the course for the VRH Ranch Trail class. This rule change will bring the VRH Ranch Trail 
class in line with the other Arabian Trail classes in permitting exhibitors to walk the course in advance of competing.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Arabian Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR287.5     Tracking #120-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This rule change is removing an unnecessary reference from the Equitation section in the Arabian Division. This rule currently exhists in the AR EQ section 
under "Regulations for all Seats", but the reference to conduct all classes in accordance with EQ107 does not fit, as EQ107 is specific to Hunter Seat 
Equitation. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Arabian Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR287.9     Tracking #111-25     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 4/17/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

AHA hires some non-USEF judges at their National Shows and these judges may not be familiar with the quality of our exhibitors and therefore do not know 
which patterns are best for said exhibitors. The judges and the exhibitors want patterns that best fit the exhibitors skill levels. All the classes are judged by 
panels of up to five judges and since the call judge for a particular class may not be aware of the exhibitors’ skill level, said judge may not choose the most 
appropriate pattern for that class. The Judges and Stewards Commissioner is familiar with the needs of the judges and exhibitors and knows the strengths of 
the individual judges. The National shows have a steward check the patterns for any errors before the patterns are released to the exhibitors and judges. The 
Nationals shows release their patterns in advance of the show so the patterns must be vetted way in advance of the shows.

(AHA Resolution 10-25)

Proponent Details Contact Information

AHA Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR288.2     Tracking #114-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The current Hunter Seat Equitation Over Obstacles rules under AR288.2 outline course requirements, but do not define a standardized procedure for 
conducting a work-off at National Championship competitions. The absence of a clearly defined work-off protocol can lead to inconsistency in judging and 
confusion among exhibitors, particularly at the national level where placings carry significant weight. A structured and transparent work-off procedure 
enhances fairness, promotes exhibitor understanding, and strengthens the integrity of the equitation division. Protocol for other National Championship 
equitation classes differ considerably from Hunter Seat Equitation Over Obstacles. The purpose of Equitation Over Obstacles classes is to evaluate the rider’s 
ability to interpret and respond to instruction under pressure in addition to demonstrating technical riding ability.

AHA Resolution 17-25

Proponent Details Contact Information

AHA Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR297.5     Tracking #129-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Currently the AHA Reining Seat Medal class requires bits to be dropped and inspected, but the Reining Seat Equitation class does not address the dropping 
of bits. This rule change will align the AHA Medal Reining Seat Medal and the Arabian Reining Seat Equitation classes in regard to the inspection of bits.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Arabian Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR298.10     Tracking #125-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The USEF Dressage Committee had previously removed the Dressage test, riding without stirrups, from the rulebook due to safety precautions, but the 
Arabian Dressage Seat Equitation section still retains this test. This rule change simply aligns the Arabian Dressage Seat Equitation to Dressage by removing 
the option of calling for riding without stirrups as a test. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Arabian Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR298.11     Tracking #112-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The requirements for the Dressage Seat Equitation Medal individual work are three tests (AR299.20[g]), but the Dressage Seat Equitation rule AR298.11 does 
not indicate this requirement of at least three tests. This rule change will add consistency to the equitation and equitation medal sections.

(AHA Resolution 11-25)

Proponent Details Contact Information

AHA Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR306.1     Tracking #124-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Currently the rule gives the exhibitor the choice of entering the ring at the walk or the trot, but this can cause a safety issue for these less experienced Walk-
Trot/Jog riders when trying to get through the in-gate and begin the class. This rule change will align the rule with the current Presidential Modification in place
and will give the judge the discretion to call for their preferred gait for the class to enter the ring which will provide a safer environment for these exhibitors 
entering the ring.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Arabian Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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AR317.1     Tracking #113-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The Walk-Trot 11 and over section continues to develop and should match the Walk-Trot 10 and Under section. It is important that the rules reflect the same 
requirements and guidelines. This rule change updates the 11 and over section to match the 10 and under section for Dressage Seat Equitation, Dressage 
Introductory Walk-Trot tests, and Western Dressage Introductory Walk-Jog tests.

(Resolution 12-25)

Proponent Details Contact Information

AHA Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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CP102.6     Tracking #132-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The committee wishes to make an additional Junior division to help encourage more young people entering the sport within the various breeds that hold 
Carriage Pleasure Driving classes. This will allow a longer participation in Junior classes, and will make it easier for established adult drivers to lend their team 
& vehicle to another, younger adult, allowing them to try the sport. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Carriage Pleasure Driving Lexie Stovel

lstovel@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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DC901.1     Tracking #135-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/6/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Remove all Small Pony classes and remove VSE classes and Novice Advanced and Open Advanced levels.  The Small Pony division dilutes the population of
pony drivers when they could be combined with the regular ponies.  It is not in the interest of safety and horse welfare to have VSE's competing at the Novice 
Advanced and Open Advanced level due to the length and speeds of the marathon with the requirements of grooms being on the carriage at that level.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Sport Committee Steven Morrissey

smorrissey@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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DC905.3     Tracking #254-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 3/4/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Allow the use of video evidence by officials.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Steven Morrissey

smorrissey@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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DC908.1     Tracking #249-25     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 4/15/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

USEF Proposed Rule Change Language in BOLD and CAPITALIZED

DC 908 Minimum Eligibility Requirements.

1. Open & Novice Advanced division: Open to any athlete who has completed at least two Intermediate division CDEs , TWO CAI2* FEI CDEs OR 1 
INTERMEDIATE DIVISION CDE AND ONE CAI2* FEI CDE with Dressage penalty points of 70 or less

1.1 1.1 Short Format Advanced divisions: Open to any athlete who has completed at least two Intermediate Events, TWO CAI2* FEI CDEs OR 1 
INTERMEDIATE DIVISION CDE AND ONE CAI2* FEI CDE 

 

 

The revision of Combined Driving DC908 Minimum Eligibility Requirements  (MER) 1. and 1.1 to include CAI2* FEI results would allow advancement at the 
National level along a similar pathway to the FEI levels. Applying the USEF imposed dressage score requirement to the CAI2* FEI completions would help 
maintain USEF's standard of preparation within the training scale prior to advancement. Currently athletes must choose between advancing within the USEF 
framework or the FEI framework and have a limited number of CDEs at which to attain MERs. 

 

As of the date of this proposal, there are 13 USEF-sanctioned Combined Driving competitions scheduled for the 2026 season.  More than half of those (7) are 
hosted from January through March in the state of Florida. There are 5 FEI Combined Driving Competitions listed for the 2026 season in the United States. 
Three of those are hosted in Florida from January through March. The other two are held in Tryon, North Carolina; 1 in April, the other in September. To 
advance to the Novice Advanced or Advanced Level within USEF, the athlete with High Performance aspirations may miss the limited FEI opportunities in an 
effort to gain USEF qualifications at the Intermediate level.  These numbers do not even address the issue of Short Format events that account for several of 
the listed USEF-sanctioned Combined Driving competitions, but are not considered qualifiers for MER for Noviced Advanced and Open Advanced CDEs.  

 

The USEF Intermediate Combined Driving Events are permitted to use either USEF Intermediate Dressage test or the CAI1* FEI Dressage Test. USEF 
Intermediate Level marathon consists of obstacles requiring gates A-E over a course 5-9 km long at 12-14 kph for horses or 11-13kph for ponies. USEF 
Intermediate Level cones are run at 220 mpm for Single and Pair Horses and Ponies or at 210 mpm for Four-In Hand Horses and Ponies. 

The USEF Novice Advanced Combined Driving Events use the CAI2* FEI Dressage Test. THE USEF Open Advanced Combined Driving Events use the CAI 
3* Dressage Test. USEF Novice Advanced and Open Advanced level marathon consists of obstacles requiring gates A-F. Both are run over a course 5-9km 
long at 12-14 kph for horses or 11-13 kph for ponies.  Both USEF Novice Advanced and Open Advanced division cones are run at 260mpm for Single Ponies, 
250 mpm for Pair Ponies, 240 mpm for Four-In Hand Ponies. Horse speeds are 250 mpm for singles and pairs and 240 mpm for Four-in Hand. 

In comparison, the CAI2* FEI Combined Driving Event utilizes FEI CAI2* dressage. The CAI2* marathon and CAI3* consist of obstacles requiring gates A-F 
run over a course 5-9 km long at the same speeds as Intermediate, Novice Advanced and Open Advanced. The CAI2* and CAI3* cones phase requires the 
same speeds as the Novice Advanced and Open Advanced levels.

The CAI2* FEI Combined Driving Level is directly comparable to the USEF Novice Advanced Level, which is considered more difficult than the USEF 
Intermediate Level. Therefore, if a competitor has already completed CAI2* competitions including a dressage score that meets the USEF dictated minimum 
dressage score of 70, the athlete should be considered to be qualified to compete at Novice Advanced or Open Advanced. 

 

REFERENCES:

1. MINIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

USEF DC-4 Eligibility. DC 908 Minimum Eligibility Requirements.

1. Open & Novice Advanced division: Open to any athlete who has completed at least two Intermediate division CDEs with Dressage penalty points of 70 or 
less

1.1 Short Format Advanced divisions: Open to any athlete who has completed at least two Intermediate Events.
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FEI Driving Rules: Chapter IV Eligibiity:  Article 913 Minimum Eligibility Requirements

Article 913 Minimum Eligibility Requirements/Qualification Criteria:

2* Athletes: Athletes who have successfully completed two CAI1* at different shows- Format 1, 2 (with Dressage) or 3 only - without Elimination, Retirement 
or Disqualification or alternatively, have successfully completed one CAI-B (under the previous Rules) or three CANs with Dressage, Marathon and Cones 

3* Athletes:  Athletes who have successfully completed  two CAI2*, and/or CAI U25/J at different shows and/or CH EU J/CH EU U25 3 (Format 1, 2 or 3 only) 
and/or top 3 of a CH-M-PEA without Elimination, Retirement or Disqualification or alternatively, have successfully completed one CAI-A or three CAI-Bs under 
the previous FEI Driving Rules

2. DRESSAGE PHASE

USEF DC935 Driven Dressage Tests: Approved Tests

FEI Driving Rules: Chapter XI Driven Dressage. Article 951. Driven Dressage Tests
https://inside.fei.org/fei/your-role/organisers/driving/dressage-tests

3. MARATHON PHASE

USEF DC944 The Course: 2. Marathon: Combined Driving Event Sections

FEI Driving Rules: Chapter XII Marathon. Article 960 The Course. 1. The Marathon Course

4. CONES PHASE

USEF DC 958 Cones Phase: 1. Single Obstacles and Open Multiple obstacle settings. 1.1.2 Paces

FEI Driving Rules: Chapter XIII Cones: Article 974 Cones Phase Summary 1. Single Obstacles and Open Multiple Obstacles

 

 

USEF Proposed Rule Change Language in BOLD and CAPITALIZED

DC 908 Minimum Eligibility Requirements.

1. Open & Novice Advanced division: Open to any athlete who has completed at least two Intermediate division CDEs , TWO CAI2* FEI CDEs OR 1 
INTERMEDIATE DIVISION CDE AND ONE CAI2* FEI CDE with Dressage penalty points of 70 or less

1.1 1.1 Short Format Advanced divisions: Open to any athlete who has completed at least two Intermediate Events, TWO CAI2* FEI CDEs OR 1 
INTERMEDIATE DIVISION CDE AND ONE CAI2* FEI CDE 

 

 

IN CONCLUSION

When doing a direct comparison between USEF Intermediate, USEF Novice Advanced and USEF Advanced with CAI2* FEI  and CAI3* FEI, the USEF Novice 
Advanced level is directly comparable with the CAI2* FEI Level.  The USEF Open Advanced level is directly comparable with the CAI3* FEI Level. Therefore, 
if a competitor is eligible to compete at the CAI3* FEI Level through the successful completion of  TWO CAI2* FEI, that same athlete should be considered 
capable of competing at the USEF Novice Advanced Level AND USEF Open Advanced Level.  Although FEI does NOT list minimum dressage score 
requirements, USEF can uphold the minimum dressage score requirements by retaining the language "with Dressage penalty points of 70 or less". 

This benefits the individual athlete as well as the USEF organization by permitting advancement within the sport of Combined Driving and appropriate 
preparation and qualification for the World Championships.

 

 

 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Cynthia Wiseman Cynthia Wiseman

cynthdvm@yahoo.com
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Linked Rules Comments
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DC913.4     Tracking #223-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 9/1/2026 1/20/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Extraordinary Change Reason

Whips must be longer for Driving than what is permitted in the General Rules.

Rule Change Intent

The General Rules restrict the length of whips to a length that is not suitable for driving.  This rule change will permit the necessary length of the whips for 
Combined Driving.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Sport Committee Steven Morrissey

smorrissey@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
Legal: Legislative Committee voted to approve as EO on 4/7/2026
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DC920.2     Tracking #247-25     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 4/15/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Change the wording for the mandatory horse inspection, required at Advanced Level, to mandatory only at events offering a National 
Championship (DC 920 2.2.1-14).

Currently, all horses and ponies must be inspected at a jog if they are competing at the Advanced level.  This places a financial strain on the 
organizer in a sport that already requires a large number of officials per competitor.  No other national level equestrian sport (eventing, dressage, 
show jumping) requires a veterinarian inspection prior to competition.  The ground jury and two veterinarians (one for the jog, one for the hold) 
must be present for this inspection.  At competitions where 30-50 total entries are common and often Advanced level entries number less than 
five, this places an unnecessary financial burden on the organizer.

The ground jury can eliminate horses and ponies from the dressage test due to unsoundness, and all competitors must pass an in-harness 
inspection prior to the start of the marathon and cones.  At a recent competition, the two veterinarians and the entire ground jury had to be present
a day early for the jog, held for only 2 advanced competitors.  I envision driving shows will discontinue offering the advanced level, due to the 
excessive costs associated with the division.  It would be much less expensive to simply offer Beginner to Intermediate, as the entry fees for 
minimal advanced turnouts does not cover the additional expenses for the required advanced jog.  National Championship competitions could still 
require the first inspection, but it should be removed for CDE's and bring it in line with the short format CDE.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Beth Davidson Beth Davidson

bethdavidsonBDF@gmail.com

Linked Rules Comments
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DC944.4     Tracking #133-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/20/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Reduce the financial burden on the organizer by removing the need to have a Farrier on-site.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Steven Morrissey

smorrissey@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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DC947.4     Tracking #134-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/20/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This rule has caused confusion for competitors and volunteers while not serving a purpose to have a separate rule for short format events.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Sport Committee Steven Morrissey

smorrissey@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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DC959.1     Tracking #253-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 3/4/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Require a trained licensed official for cones judging for Short Format events.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Steven Morrissey

smorrissey@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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DC970.1     Tracking #246-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/24/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

· Reduce the required number of judges from three to two for the Advanced Level, except at events offering a National Championship ((DC 
970 1).

Requiring three judges at the advanced level is excessive at a regular national level competition, where only a handful of drivers may compete.  
There are not many driving judges and availability has become a significant issue.  For a national competition to fly a judge from Europe greatly 
increases the costs for the organizer.  Most driving shows are drawing 30-50 competitors for both the short format CDE and a traditional CDE, 
where often only 2-5 drivers enter at the Advanced Level.  Removing the expense of one judge saves on travel, housing, per diem and judges fees. 
Most driving shows do not have a large number of advanced level drivers, so the additional expense for a handful of drivers could lead 
to organizers offering only Beginner to Intermediate levels to minimize expenses.

Driving shows are not breaking even, including when you factor in the driving grants from USEF.  At the current time, only venues that can raise 
significant sponsorship money or are willing to lose money at driving shows, will continue to host driving shows. Finding ways to reduce the 
financial burden on organizers is paramount to keeping this sport healthy.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Beth Davidson Beth Davidson

bethdavidsonBDF@gmail.com

Linked Rules Comments
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DC974     Tracking #252-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 3/4/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Add the requirement that a Veterinarian be present for the in harness examination at the end of the Marathon for Short Format competitions to ensure horse 
welfare.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Steven Morrissey

smorrissey@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

DC 974.0 | Tracking #252-25 Page 170 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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DR101.1     Tracking #136-25     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 4/29/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Add statement to the Dressage rules on the principles of dressage that support the ethical treatment of horses.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

DR 101.1 | Tracking #136-25 Page 172 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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DR118.2     Tracking #049-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 9/3/2025 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

To expand the Purpose of the Levels to address the welfare of the horse and emphasize harmony and ease of performance. The goal is to emphasize what is 
required at each level, so riders fully understand what is expected of them. In prioritizing the welfare of the horse, it is the rider's responsibility to choose an 
appropriate level of competition where the horse and rider are both competent.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USDF Katherine Robertson

krobertson@usdf.org

Linked Rules Comments
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DR 118.2 | Tracking #049-25 Page 175 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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DR119.1     Tracking #137-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/12/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Reorganize, clarify and add important content to DR119. Also, correct conflict between wording of DR119.2 and DR129. DR129 requires qualification to ride a 
freestyle to have occurred at a previous competition.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

DR 119.1 | Tracking #137-25 Page 177 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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DR120.4     Tracking #225-25     Draft #3      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 12/1/2026 4/29/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

 The FEI has recently determined that only smooth rowels, without projections, are permitted in dressage. This change is recommended for USEF Dressage 
rules in the interest of horse welfare.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

DR 120.4 | Tracking #225-25 Page 182 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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DR121     Tracking #144-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/28/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The intent of this proposal is to allow only the use of a snaffle bridle at Third Level and below, removing the option to compete in a double bridle until Fourth 
Level. Under current rules, there is no age limit for horses competing at Third Level, while horses competing at Fourth Level must be a minimum of six years 
of age. This rule change would prevent the use of the double bridle in competition on horses below the age of six. The change aligns with global equine 
welfare initiatives and best practices in training and competition.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

DR 121.0 | Tracking #144-25 Page 184 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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DR121.3     Tracking #261-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 12/1/2026 3/24/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Aligns the USEF rules for crownpieces used in Dressage to be in compliance with the FEI rules and FEI Tack App.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

DR 121.3 | Tracking #261-25 Page 186 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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DR121.8     Tracking #257-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 9/1/2026 3/24/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Extraordinary Change Reason

Safety Concerns

Rule Change Intent

There have been reports of dangerous situations occuring during tack inspections following the completion of tests, specifically regarding the removal of fly 
hoods. No longer requiring fly hoods to be removed for some horses after their tests would improve safety procedures during the equipment check for all 
involved. Multiple occurences arose this season, where horses reacted poorly to the checking of fly hoods during tack inspections resulting in horses losing 
bridles, getting loose, flying backwards, etc. This resulted in dangerous situations for horses/riders/officials, and others in the vicinity. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

DR 121.8 | Tracking #257-25 Page 188 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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DR122.3     Tracking #138-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/12/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Amend penalties for use of voice in national competitions to be the same as the current FEI rule penalties for use of voice. The USEF rule gives a deduction 
for each movement where use of voice was identified. The current FEI rule gives a 2% deduction for use of voice at the end of a test no matter how many 
times voice was used in a test.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

DR 122.3 | Tracking #138-25 Page 190 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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DR122.5     Tracking #145-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/28/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Correct confusing and contradictory language within in DR122.5.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

DR 122.5 | Tracking #145-25 Page 192 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM



DR 122.5 | Tracking #145-25 Page 193 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM



DR133.1     Tracking #139-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/12/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

It is not usually practical to require additional tests for tied riders as it adds too much time to complete the class and conduct the awards ceremony - it is not 
necessary to break ties for riders placed fourth and below.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

DR 133.1 | Tracking #139-25 Page 194 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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DR203.7     Tracking #140-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/12/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The list of classes for which geldings of different ages are eligible is incomplete. This change provides clarification regarding class eligibility.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

DR 203.7 | Tracking #140-25 Page 196 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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DR208     Tracking #141-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/12/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Update standards for DSHB in-hand classes. Competitions with DSHB classes are too small to require presence of a veterinarian on the grounds. This rule 
has not been used in approximately twenty years.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

DR 208.0 | Tracking #141-25 Page 198 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM



DR 208.0 | Tracking #141-25 Page 199 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM



DR209.1     Tracking #142-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/12/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This rule is very outdated and is no longer practiced at DSHB shows.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

DR 209.1 | Tracking #142-25 Page 200 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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DR211.4     Tracking #143-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/12/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This rule is outdated and is no longer practiced at DSHB shows. Also, clarification is needed on how ties are broken when two or more judges officiate 
together and not independently.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

DR 211.4 | Tracking #143-25 Page 202 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM



DR 211.4 | Tracking #143-25 Page 203 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM



EQ106.5     Tracking #153-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/3/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Recent competitions have highlighted issues where competitors were not permitted to put their martingales on after the flat. The Equitation Task 
Force believes this poses a significant safety risk and strongly recommends that the rulebook be amended to require that competitors be allowed to put back 
on all tack/equipment that was used in the preliminary over fences round before proceeding to test.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments

EQ 106.5 | Tracking #153-25 Page 204 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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EQ106.5     Tracking #174-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/13/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This would define the parameters for when bit converters are permitted in the hunter and hunter seat equitation competition rings. This rule change is an effort 
to provide clearer guidance for tack and equipment rules in the hunter and equitation competition rings.

Proponent Details Contact Information

National Hunter Committee Jennifer Day

jday@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

EQ 106.5 | Tracking #174-25 Page 206 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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EQ106.5     Tracking #154-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/3/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The purpose of this proposed rule change is to establish consistent regulations regarding the use of draw reins and German martingales in Hunter Seat 
Equitation classes.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments

EQ 106.5 | Tracking #154-25 Page 209 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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EQ108.1     Tracking #146-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 10/7/2025 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The purpose of this proposed rule change is to align the rule book and the USHJA Gladstone Cup specifications. The Gladstone Cup specifications state that 
2 cumulative refusals incur elimination.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments
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EQ109.17     Tracking #152-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/2/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Currently, there is no mention of the dotted line within the EQ chapter, nor is there a specified penalty for crossing it. This change will establish that 
crossing the dotted line prior to a round is cause for elimination, and this would align the rules with the HU chapter. Also, the Task Force feels that riders gain 
no advantage to their performance by crossing the dotted line at the finish of their round, therefore, it may not cause elimination.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments
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EQ111.8     Tracking #039-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 9/1/2026 8/29/2025 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This is a request made to WIHS by the USHJA Equitation Committee. They recommend that the courses for the hunter phase of these classes be run over a 
“handy hunter” typecourse. This change has been approved through a Presidential Modification taking effect beginning September 1, 2025, the start of the 
qualifying periodfor 2026. The change would not take place at the Washington Equitation Finals until 2026. This rule change will align the rules with the 
approved language from the Presidential Modification.

Proponent Details Contact Information

David Distler David Distler

daviddistler@msn.com

Linked Rules Comments

EQ 111.8 | Tracking #039-25 Page 215 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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EQ111.11     Tracking #149-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/28/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

In September of 2025, the Professional Horseman’s Association leadership informed the Federation that its National PHA Medal Class program is no longer 
active and the classes are no longer being held.  This proposal seeks to accommodate PHA’s request to remove all references to the class from the USEF 
Rule Book.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEF Executive Staff Leslie Mangan

lmangan@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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EQ113.7     Tracking #150-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/30/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The purpose of this proposed rule change is to clarify the equitation tests from which judges may select, while addressing safety concerns observed at recent 
competitions. These changes refine the testing language to clearly define what is and is not permitted, thereby eliminating potential risks and ensuring that 
riders are not placed in unsafe situations during competition. Additionally, this change specifies the minimum and maximum permissible line lengths for which 
the collection of strides test may be applied.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments
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EQ117.1     Tracking #147-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/28/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This proposal seeks to remove all references to the Good Hands equitation classes and finals from the USEF Rule Book in a manner consistent with the 
recently approved rule change to remove all references to UPHA programs and classes.  This is due to the fact that the Good Hands program owner, Mid-
America Horse Shows Association declined to enter into an agreement with USEF to prohibit Good Hands classes from being held at any competition that 
does not prohibit persons on the USEF, FEI, or U.S. Center for Safe Sport banned or suspended lists from being on competition grounds or participating in 
the competitions.

Similar to other state and local association classes held at USEF competitions, the Good Hands classes can still be offered by the organizer as miscellaneous 
classes and the program owner, Mid-America Horse Show Association would assume the responsibility for how the classes are conducted, not the USEF.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEF Executive Staff Leslie Mangan

lmangan@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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EQ119.1     Tracking #155-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/9/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The committee would like to remove the requirement for a class to be filled with 2 competitors in proper appointments in order for the class to count towards 
qualifiying. By removing this requirement, if a class only has one entry, they will still be eligble to earn their qualification for the Final. Due to declining class 
participation, the current rule unfairly penalizes exhibitors when entries scratch or when a class ultimately has no additional competitors.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Saddle Seat Eq Emily McSweeney

emcsweeney@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

EQ 119.1 | Tracking #155-25 Page 225 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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EQ119.8     Tracking #255-25     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 4/22/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This proposal seeks to remove all references to the Saddle & Bridle program classes from the USEF Rule Book in a manner consistent with the recently 
approved rule change to remove all references to UPHA programs and classes.  This is due to the fact that Saddle & Bridle declined to enter into an 
agreement with USEF to prohibit their program classes from being held at any competition that does not prohibit persons on the USEF, FEI, or U.S. Center for 
Safe Sport banned or suspended lists from being on competition grounds or participating in the competitions.

Similar to other state and local association classes held at USEF competitions, the Saddle & Bridle program classes can still be offered by the organizer as 
miscellaneous classes and the program owner, Saddle & Bridle would assume the responsibility for how the classes are conducted, not the USEF.

 

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEF Executive Staff Leslie Mangan

lmangan@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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EQ122.1     Tracking #148-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/28/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This proposal clarifies that the Federation-recognized Saddle Seat World Cup program and subsequent competition(s), which are the property of the 
Federation, will be run in accordance with USEF rules.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEF Executive Staff Leslie Mangan

lmangan@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

EQ 122.1 | Tracking #148-25 Page 229 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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EV App. 1     Tracking #214-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/28/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Add clarifying language to distance requirement for ditches and steps used at the Beginner Novice and Novice level to better assist officials and riders. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEA Hannah Seagle

htemple@useventing.com

Linked Rules Comments

EV 0.0 | Tracking #214-25 Page 231 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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EV 0.0 | Tracking #214-25 Page 233 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM



EV App. 2     Tracking #221-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/29/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Align Modified qualifications with all other classic series divisions. Now that the Modified Level is established across the country, the allowance for Training 
Level MERs should be removed. One or more MER at the Modified Level need to be obtained to qualify for a Modified Classic Series event. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEA Hannah Seagle

htemple@useventing.com

Linked Rules Comments

EV 0.0 | Tracking #221-25 Page 234 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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EV App. 3     Tracking #157-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/28/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The Modified specification on cross-country dimensions and speeds does not align with the FEI Specification for the 1 star level. America was the first to add 
the 3’5” Modified level and recognize it through the USEF. Then, the FEI added a 1-star level with different specifications. This is very confusing, especially 
when a Modified National Horse trial runs at the same event as a 1-Star FEI competition. We feel the Modified specifications should be changed to meet the 
FEI specifications. This would alleviate any confusion for the riders and officials.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEA Hannah Seagle

htemple@useventing.com

Linked Rules Comments

EV 0.0 | Tracking #157-25 Page 236 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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EV App. 3     Tracking #215-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/28/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

fine tune show jumping specs, such as adjusting some spreads for a safer and more appropriate relationship to heights

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEA Hannah Seagle

htemple@useventing.com

Linked Rules Comments

EV 0.0 | Tracking #215-25 Page 238 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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EV App. 9     Tracking #219-25     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 4/17/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The rule change proposal intends to broaden the neckwear clothing requirements in dressage and show jumping. During the heat of summer, many of the 
lower-level competitors are often seen in violation of the rules as stock ties and pins are removed. Updated language ease neckwear requirements to a 
minimum of a shirt collar and broaden breeches color to all conservative colors. Utilizing modern apparel styles to be used in competition allows for better 
inclusivity of members. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEA Hannah Seagle

htemple@useventing.com

Linked Rules Comments

EV 0.0 | Tracking #219-25 Page 240 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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EV App. 1     Tracking #218-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/29/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Permit the use of ear plugs in all phases of eventing. The removal of ear hoods following competition often poses safety risks to officials and volunteer 
stewards who are required to inspect the horse’s ears for ear plugs. By permitting the use of ear plugs during competition, there would be no need to require 
ear hoods be removed for inspection, eliminating the safety risks of onsite personnel. National level competitions are primarily reliant on volunteers to cover 
the dressage inspections, who often do not have the horse experience or knowledge of how best to handle removal of bridles/safety handling horses, or what 
exactly an ear plug looks or feels like inside the ear.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEA Hannah Seagle

htemple@useventing.com

Linked Rules Comments

EV 0.0 | Tracking #218-25 Page 242 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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EV108.4     Tracking #207-25     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 4/29/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

There have been multiple instances at events where an Athlete wished to withdraw from the FEI division following their Dressage Test (for reasons unrelated 
to horse welfare) and move to the National Event. EV108 only addresses Horses that are Eliminated for reasons unrelated to horse welfare. The proposed 
rule change expands the rule to permit Horses that Withdraw from FEI Events, for reason unrelated to horse welfare, to compete in the National Event at a 
level that they are qualified for, at the discretion of the Ground Jury.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Alison Lloyd

alloyd@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

EV 108.4 | Tracking #207-25 Page 244 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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EV113.1     Tracking #208-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/11/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

To provide consistent application of Dangerous Riding across competitions. Currently, Dangerous Riding may receive three different penalties: 25 penalties, 
Elimination, and/or issued a Recorded Warning Card. To ensure fairness for all competitors, the proposed amends the penalties so that all cases of 
Dangerous Riding must receive a Recorded Warning. In addition to a Recorded Warning, 25 penalties or Elimination may be applied, at the discretion of the 
Ground Jury. The proposed penalties also align with the FEI rules for Dangerous Riding.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Alison Lloyd

alloyd@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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EV122.2     Tracking #210-25     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 4/17/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This language aims to clarify the circumstances under which a missed marker occurs.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Alison Lloyd

alloyd@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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EV 122.2 | Tracking #210-25 Page 249 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM



EV127.8     Tracking #209-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/11/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The proposal amends Compulsory Retirement (CR) so it is only applied when the Show Jumping phase occurs before the Cross Country phase. The intent of 
the rule is to prevent combinations with a poor Show Jumping performance from beginning the Cross-Country phase as a safety precaution. When Show 
Jumping occurs after Cross Country, there is no perceived benefit to risk management, so the proposed would allow athlete to finish on their numerical score 
as they have completed the competition.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Alison Lloyd

alloyd@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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EV127.8     Tracking #217-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/28/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Riders moving up the levels are not properly educated on the rules that apply at higher levels of competition. The lack of education directly impacts the safety 
of horse and rider during competition.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEA Hannah Seagle

htemple@useventing.com

Linked Rules Comments
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EV156.2     Tracking #220-25     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 4/17/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Fitness to compete is an essential requirement of all equine athletes participating in competitions. The proposed language ensures that horses overall 
wellbeing is also taken into consideration in addition to soundness. To ensure the well-being of competition horses, Licensed Officials must feel authorized to 
identify an unfit or unsound horse to determine best welfare options for competition. Allowing the President of the Ground Jury to rely on support from the TD 
and Veterinarian creates a better nonbiased conversation to take place regarding horse welfare. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEA Hannah Seagle

htemple@useventing.com

Linked Rules Comments
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FR101.35     Tracking #158-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This rule change will permit competition management to host concurrent classes (two classes adjudicated concurrently in a single arena). This will allow for 
those classes with identical specifications to compete in the arena at one time. This will be beneficial to competitions that have small class sizes to be able to 
save time in their schedule, beneficial to exhibitors having more horses in the competition ring, and provide more excitement for spectators to have larger 
class sizes (versus one and two horse classes).

Proponent Details Contact Information

Friesian Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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FR182.1     Tracking #159-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Previously, the Friesian Committee had placed all necessary verbiage for the Friesian Carriage Pleasure Driving section within their chapter, by using much of 
the same verbiage from the Carriage Pleasure Driving chapter, but it has come to the committee’s attention that this causes discrepancies among Carriage 
Pleasure Driving exhibitors competing in both Open CPD and FR CPD when rule changes are made in the CPD chapter, but not the FR CPD section. This 
rule change will remove all current verbiage from the FR CPD section and simply reference to the CPD section with a list of exceptions in the Friesian 
chapter. This will keep further discrepancies between the CPD chapter and the FR CPD section from occurring.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Friesian Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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HJ105     Tracking #160-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/10/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

To alleviate pressure on smaller shows and new start-up shows with the goal of encouraging sport growth.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments
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HU App. A     Tracking #169-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/2/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The purpose is for the protection of the horse. The scientific study Mechanical Effect of Performance Pressure Boots on Cadaveric Equine Hindlimb 
Fetlock Biomechanics, March 30, 2021, demonstrates that increased fetlock stiffness demonstrates the impact of pressure boots applied to the hind limbs 
of showjumping horses on the fetlock biomechanics and concludes via research that pressure boots increased fetlock stiffness and load, suggesting a 
potential enhancement of tensile loading on palmar tendons and ligaments, which could lead to musculoskeletal injury. Therefore, the Hunter Working Group 
concludes that the Hunter Schooling rules for hind boots should mirror the Jumper rules as Jumper Rules Working Group is currently proposing in the best 
interest of the horse.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments
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HU101     Tracking #175-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/13/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Effective 12/1/2024, adults have been permitted to show ponies at competitions where a junior is also showing the pony. To address confusion about eligible 
sections, the committee recommends clarifying that the sections are not limited to rated sections. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

National Hunter Committee Jennifer Day

jday@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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HU105.3     Tracking #162-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/30/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

To further clarify and educate on the appropriate use of martingales in the hunter show ring.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments
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HU118.3     Tracking #177-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/13/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This change will align with standard welfare practices, ensuring all horses and ponies are sound at the conclusion of their hunter over fences rounds.

Proponent Details Contact Information

National Hunter Committee Jennifer Day

jday@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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HU148.1     Tracking #172-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/3/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

To streamline and make consistent the processes and procedures for hunter breeding with those for pony breeding as much as possible, making it easier 
for judges, officials and competitors to know what is expected.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments
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HU149.1     Tracking #164-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/30/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The Best Young Horse/Pony class is intended to be a championship class of the division, providing an opportunity for the top horses/ponies from each age 
class to compete head to head where they can be evaluated by the judge(s). This rule change provides clarification as to the guidelines and conduct of that 
class to ensure that all horses/ponies are evaluated simultaneously and the best in the division can be selected as Best Young Horse/Pony. Link HU149.3.c 
with HU150.3.d.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments
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HU167.1     Tracking #165-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/30/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The national championship should be the most prestigious event for the Hunter Breeding division. The top horses in the country should strive to compete 
at the championship. In order to recognize and reward those competing at the Hunter Breeding National Championship and increase the prestige of the 
event point allocations reflect the increased prestige of the event. This should help to increase participation and acknowledge the best Hunter Breeding horses 
in the country for competing at a larger event against more horses.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments
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HU168.1     Tracking #032-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 8/28/2025 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Historically, the full qualifying criteria and Official Specifications for the USEF Junior Hunter National Championships and USEF Pony Hunter National 
Championship were finalized before the qualifying period began for the future year, but before the current year competition took place. During the current 
year’s championship, USEF staff receive valuable feedback that is worth implementing directly into the future year’s championship. A timeline change for the 
specifications review was proposed to continually improve these USEF championships and provide the ability to impact the following competition year with any 
needed adjustments based on current year feedback. This change is to align with the approach to championship criteria for the FEI disciplines.

Proponent Details Contact Information

CEO - Bill Moroney Jennifer Day

jday@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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HU174.6     Tracking #173-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/10/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Currently competitions are requesting Presidential Modifications to comply with this rule, and this proposal would eliminate the need for competitions to 
repeatedly apply for Presidential Modifications.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments
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JP5     Tracking #178-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/28/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This rule is based on the FEI’s Jumping Article 201 and initially for Young Horse classes. The intent is to expand this safety rule to all classes. If passed, 
Schooling Rule #10 is no longer necessary. Wording from FEI Jumping Art 201.4.5: For Competitions where the maximum obstacle height is 1.40m or less, 
the obstacles in the practice arena may not exceed in height and width ten centimetres more than the actual maximum height and width of the obstacles of 
the Competition in progress. If the obstacle height of the Competition in progress is greater than 1.40 m, the obstacles in the practice arena may not exceed 
1.65 m in height and 1.80 m in width.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Jumper Jennifer Haydon

jhaydon@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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JP103.2     Tracking #188-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/30/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

To ensure schooling for classes offering $10,000 or more in prize money occurs in an approved area monitored by a Certified Schooling Supervisor (CSS) or 
C-1 Steward. Currently, the rules require a CSS or C-1 Steward monitoring the class entrants warming up, but no requirement for entrants to use that specific 
warm-up area currently exists.  

 

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments
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JP111.5     Tracking #179-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/28/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The boot rule has been in place for Ranking List classes since December of 2023. The purpose is for the protection of the horse. This rule proposes 
expanding that protection to all Jumper classes not just Ranking List classes.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Jumper Jennifer Haydon

jhaydon@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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JP111.12     Tracking #180-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/28/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

There was confusion over blinkers since ‘hooded’ blinkers were separate from regular blinkers. Additionally, there was confusion regarding the wording for 
“cover the horse’s eye” since it could be interpreted to mean fully covering the eye as in the horse could no longer see at all. This clarifies the language.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Jumper Jennifer Haydon

jhaydon@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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JP120.1     Tracking #181-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/28/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The FEI allows an exception for 14-15 year olds to do U25 classes if height does not exceed 1.40m so this will make the rules consistent.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Jumper Jennifer Haydon

jhaydon@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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JP123.1     Tracking #186-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/28/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This proposal changes the level of difficulty for classes offering $25,000 or more in prize money. The conforming to level of difficulty rule in JP 123.5 is 
separated into two sections to allow flexibility for the Course Designer at 1.50m or higher. The change moves from the four defined Standards to a specific 
fence height of 1.40m or higher. This alleviates confusion among competitors as it specifically states what to expect in the class. This is more in line with the 
FEI as well. This appears to be a long rule change but it just includes all rules associated with the specific change to JP 123.4 and is presented in numerical 
order. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Jumper Jennifer Haydon

jhaydon@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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JP123.1     Tracking #182-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/28/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This will include the procedure for tack specifications when combining heights where there may be different requirements for the two combined heights.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Jumper Jennifer Haydon

jhaydon@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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JP140.1     Tracking #185-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/28/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This defines how scoring will work in the event of a fall for the various jumper tables.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Jumper Jennifer Haydon

jhaydon@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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JP146     Tracking #184-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/28/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The FEI is removing the tables for Fault and Out, Knock Out, Take Your Own Line, and Relays since they are not used anymore, and this proposal follows
that reasoning.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Jumper Jennifer Haydon

jhaydon@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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JP146.3     Tracking #183-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/28/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This clarifies the procedure when one or more competitors decide not to compete in the Jump-off.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Jumper Jennifer Haydon

jhaydon@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

JP 146.3 | Tracking #183-25 Page 314 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM



JP 146.3 | Tracking #183-25 Page 315 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM



JP149.1     Tracking #187-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 1/30/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Current optimum time classes result in horses that go over time by a small increment are penalized a lot more than horses that go under time by a 
much larger increment. This rule change proposal rewards horses that are truly closest to the optimum time, regardless of being over or under, creating a 
fairer system and better fulfilling what the class is meant to do.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments
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PF1     Tracking #200-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/11/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The Paso Fino Committee in conjuction with PFHA nominated a working group to fully re-write the Paso Fino rulebook chapter for better clarity and 
understanding. The chapter was re-organized to provide better usability and consistent verbiage throughout. This rule change is a complete strike-out of the 
old chapter and re-write of the entire chapter. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Paso Fino Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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PF2     Tracking #193-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/9/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This rule change removes the International Equitation section from the chapter. Exhibitors are limited to only riding Paso Fino horses in the rulebook. Many 
exhibitors want to compete their diagonal horses in these classes, therefore competitions must currently offer recognized and un-recognized classes to allow 
for other horses to compete besides only Paso Finos. By eliminating the International Equitation sections from the rulebook, competition management may 
offer these classes as one grouping of international equitation riders instead of splitting to allow for other breeds/types.

(PFHA 3-1 A&B)

Proponent Details Contact Information

PFHA Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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PF101.1     Tracking #192-25     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 4/17/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This rule change adds eligibility credentials to be provided to Competition Management upon entry. The requirement for participants to present a valid form of 
identification to verify their date of birth ensures accuracy and fairness in age-related classes. The Signature of Authorization form requirement ensures 
accountability, compliance, and proper authorization for minors and business participating in PFHA events.

(PFHA 2-6)

Proponent Details Contact Information

PFHA Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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PF102.17     Tracking #191-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/9/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

There are some instances where horses have been exhibited in excess, jeopardizing the horse’s welfare and the reputation of the Paso Fino breed. This rule 
change places a reasonable limit on the number of classes that a horse may compete in per day, at six classes, excluding Bellas Formas, Costume, Paso 
Pleasure Driving, and Walk-Corto classes.

(PFHA 2-5)

Proponent Details Contact Information

PFHA Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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PF102.17     Tracking #199-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/9/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This rule change adds clarity and definition to Open classes within the Paso Fino Division.

(PFHA Glossary-1)

Proponent Details Contact Information

PFHA Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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PF112     Tracking #189-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This rule change is clearing any confusion regarding the attire required for youth competing in Paso Equitation classes versus International Paso Equitation 
classes. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Paso Fino Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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PF125     Tracking #198-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/9/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This rule change brings more clarity to the chapter regarding how section classes may be divided. Allowing this method of dividing classes will help smaller 
competitions. This proposal offers a “middle ground” between offering a full schedule of classes with all ages and sexes divided into separate classes and a 
highly condensed schedule of classes combining ages and sexes. At a smaller competition, a full schedule of divided classes results in many one horse 
classes, thus no actual competition for the exhibitors. The condensed schedule options will result in exhibitors experiencing more competition within their 
classes.

(PFHA 3-11)

Proponent Details Contact Information

PFHA Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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PF127.3     Tracking #190-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/9/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This rule change permits the use of full cheek snaffles. Full cheek snaffles generally do not attach to the bridle for extra leverage, therefore are not intimidating 
for the horse.

(PFHA 2-1)

Proponent Details Contact Information

PFHA Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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PF128     Tracking #197-25     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 4/17/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This rule change is removing all required individual testing, the figure eight, back, and jump from the Paso Versatility class. Generally, Paso Fino horses are 
not proficient in jumping, such as a traditional walk, trot, canter horse would be. The jump in the Versatility class can be intimidating and dangerous for some 
riders. Removing the jump could encourage more participation in the class, which currently has seen declining entry numbers at competitions. 

(PFHA 3-9 ABCD)

Proponent Details Contact Information

PFHA Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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PF147.2     Tracking #194-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/9/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This rule change is adding clarification to permitted procedures in the Paso Trail class, such as the permitted gait when jumping an obstacle and permitting a 
course walk prior to the class.

(PFHA 3-2)

Proponent Details Contact Information

PFHA Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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PF147.2     Tracking #195-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/9/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The Trail class determines how horses and riders handle obstacles that could be encountered on trail rides. The idea of the trail pattern being available to 
exhibitors days in advance of the class, allowing time for exhibitors to practice, defeats the purpose of the class. This rule change adds further detail to the 
timeline for posting the trail pattern and specifies that no obstacle will be available for practice prior to the class.

(PFHA 3-7)

Proponent Details Contact Information

PFHA Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

PF 147.2 | Tracking #195-25 Page 410 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM
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PF147.4     Tracking #196-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/9/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This rule change requires the Paso Trail Section to be offered at all Paso Fino competitions, offering both Open and Amateur Paso Trail classes. In the past, 
there have been several competitions that did not offer Paso Trail classes in their schedule, so exhibitors had to contact competition managers to request that 
Paso Trail classes be added to the competition schedule; at least one of the competitions refused to add the class to the schedule.

(PFHA 3-8)

Proponent Details Contact Information

PFHA Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

PF 147.4 | Tracking #196-25 Page 413 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM



PF 147.4 | Tracking #196-25 Page 414 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM



PF 147.4 | Tracking #196-25 Page 415 of 444Tuesday, June 23, 2026 11:32 AM



VA110.1     Tracking #015-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 8/9/2025 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Each time competitors enter prior to competing the horse must be trotted on the circle to assess soundness. Horses may be uneven or unlevel when trotted 
on the circle, but may not display the same to both directions.  The Judge at A always has the ability to eliminate based on this trot circle and the EVUSA 
Technical Committee believe it should be performed in the same direction the competitors will compete at.  So if 3 vaulters enter, Vaulter 3 may not compete 
to the right with the other 2 going to the left.  Vaulter 3 would have to enter on their own and displace a trot circle to the right prior to beginning the test.

 

 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Kendel Edmunds Kendel Edmunds

KE5554@YAHOO.COM

Linked Rules Comments
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VA116     Tracking #213-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/10/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The rules in the sections suggested for removal are mirrored in the FEI or EVUSA Rulebooks.  Referring to these rulebooks will result in less discrepancies as 
changes happen in the other rulebooks.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Vaulting Steven Morrissey

smorrissey@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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WD121.1     Tracking #201-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This proposal makes it clear that a Fiador made of acceptable materials are permitted in Western Dressage.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Western Dressage Lexie Stovel

lstovel@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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WD121.5     Tracking #204-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This proposal would allow the shortening of the distance between the hands on a romal during reconnection after the lengthening required for an extended 
gait. Currently, competitors would be technically unable to shorten reins again efficiently due to the hands being required to be 16" apart at all times. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Western Dressage Lexie Stovel

lstovel@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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WD129.9     Tracking #203-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

Many competition management groups are holding both Western Dressage and classical Dressage competitions at the same competition grounds. The DR 
chapter has a rule allowing for a modified arena size to be used in certain instances. The Western Dressage committee wishes to mirror this rule for Western 
Dressage competitions, which would make it easier for competition management to run similar classes in the same modified arena that classical Dressage 
classes would be held in. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Western Dressage Lexie Stovel

lstovel@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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WD130.1     Tracking #202-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

This proposal places restrictions on competitors within the new Walk/Jog divsion that was introduced this year in order to keep the division limited to rider and 
horse combinations that have no interest in loping in competition within the same competition year. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Western Dressage Lexie Stovel

lstovel@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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WD145.6     Tracking #205-25     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2026 2/5/2026 Approved  6/16/2026

Rule Change Intent

The proposal creates cross-entry restrictions in the equitation divisions to maintain skill levels consistent with the regular tests. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Western Dressage Lexie Stovel

lstovel@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
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