
SB108.2     Tracking #209-22     Draft #1      Active

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2023 3/1/2023

Rule Change Intent

The current language in SB108 is not clear when addressing that exhibitors ,18 years of age or older, may compete in the Amateur Championships when no 
youth championship is offered, only if they have amateur status. This clarification spells out clearly when the championships are split into Junior Exhibitor and 
Amateur, how the youth division exhibitors would be divided. 
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American Saddlebred Terri Dolan

tdolan@usef.org
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SB108 Qualifying Classes and Specifications

1. OPEN, JUNIOR, THREE-YEAR-OLD, TWO-YEAR-OLD, MAIDEN, NOVICE, AND LIMIT. The OPEN
horse

should be the ultimate representative of the breed. It should be as nearly perfect as possible; performing all gaits 

with animation, brilliance, and extreme action at both ends. Performance is paramount in these classes. Classes 

are judged on performance, presence, quality, manners, and conformation.

2. LADIES, JUNIOR EXHIBITORS, AMATEURS, MASTERS, OWNERS, AND YOUTH. Manners are
paramount

in these classes but there is a difference in the way in which horses are judged in each.

a. LADIES. A Lady’s horse should be outstanding in refinement and elegance with suitability of horse to 

rider taken into consideration. Expression is important and quality is a prime consideration. The execution 

of gaits should be performed with brilliance on command. The horse should walk and stand quietly. 

Classes are judged on manners, quality, presence, performance, and conformation.

b. JUNIOR EXHIBITORS. The Junior Exhibitor’s horse should be mannerly, willing, and expressive with 

balanced action. The execution of gaits should be performed with brilliance on command. The horse 

should walk and stand quietly. Classes are judged on manners, performance, presence, quality, and 

conformation.

c. AMATEURS, MASTERS, AND OWNERS. The Amateur’s, Master’s and Owner’s horses can be a bit 

stronger and perform in a bolder manner. More action and animation are desired and less emphasis can 

be put on manners than in Ladies, Junior Exhibitor or Youth classes. Classes are judged on manners, 

performance, presence, quality, and conformation.

d. YOUTH: The youth classes are to be judged in accordance with Amateur class specifications, open to 

exhibitors 16-21 years of age. Stallions are prohibited. If no youth championship is offered, horses shown 

by riders 17 and under will be qualified for the Junior Exhibitor Championship. Horses shown by riders 18 

and over will be qualified for the Amateur Championship. At shows where the Junior Exhibitor and 

Amateur Championships are combined, and there is no Youth Championship, the youth will be included 

in the combined Championship. If no youth championship is offered, (i) horses shown by riders 17 

and under, will be qualified for the Junior Exhibitor Championship and (ii) horses shown by riders 

18 and over, who possess an amateur card, will be qualified for the Amateur Championship, and 

(iii) horses shown by riders 18 and over, who do not possess an amateur card, will be qualified 

for the Open Championship, if the prize list so allows.

3. […]
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