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Rule Change Intent

Language regarding crooked tails currently exists in SB102, however, it is difficult to find. The intent of this rule change is to create consistency throughout the 
pleasure and country pleasure sections; therefore, we are adding the additional language throughout. Public perception of a crooked tail is negative to the 
American Saddlebred breed; therefore, ASHBA wants it to be clear that judges recognize these must be penalized. 
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SB140 Appointments, Tails

Entries must be shown with a full mane and tail. Tails must not be put in any device (i.e., tailset, bustle or brace) 

which alters their carriage while on the competition grounds. Exception: Horses showing in the Show Pleasure 

division may wear tailsets or bustles, but may not show with the tail tied or braced, and unset tails will not be 

penalized. Crooked tails must be penalized. The fact that a horse’s tail has once been set does not exclude 

participation.

SB147 General

1. The English Show Pleasure horse generally has less animation than the Three-Gaited, Five-Gaited and Fine 

Harness Performance horse but should be alert and responsive. High, natural, free-moving action is desirable. 

Laboring action due to excessive weight of shoes or length of foot is penalized.

2. Entries must be shown with full mane and tail. Horses showing in the English Show Pleasure division may 

wear tailsets or bustles, but may not show with the tail tied or braced, and unset tails will not be penalized. 

Crooked tails must be penalized. Braids and inconspicuously applied hair in mane and tail are permitted. 

Shoe bands and pads are permitted. Quarter boots and bell boots are permitted only in Five-Gaited classes.

SB152 General

1. The English Country Pleasure horse may be less showy than the Show Pleasure horse but should still be 

typical of the breed. Easy, ground covering action is desired. As in all American Saddlebred sections, the best 

quality specimens of the breed should prevail.

2. English Country Pleasure horses must be plain shod or unshod. Permissible as plain shod shall be a shoe 

(inclusive of caulks), which may be thicker at the heel and may include toe clips and side clips. Also permissible 

is an eggbar shoe. Not permissible as plain shod: bands, bars, pads of any kind, wedges, lead, springs, any 

attachment that extends below the bottom of the shoe, and any foreign substance not specified as permissible. 

The sole and entire frog of the foot must be visible. Any animal with prohibited shoeing must be disqualified 

from further competition at that competition and forfeit all entry fees and winnings. Quarter boots and bell boots 

are permitted only in Five-Gaited classes.

3. Entries must be shown with full mane and tail. Tails must not be gingered or put in any device (i.e., tailset, 

bustle or brace) which alters their carriage while on the grounds. The fact that a horse’s tail has once been set 

does not exclude participation. Crooked tails must be penalized. Braids and artificial manes are prohibited. 

Inconspicuously applied hair in the tail is permitted.

SB157 General

1. In Western Equipment and Trail classes, a less elevated head carriage should not be penalized. The Western 

Equipment horse should have more substance, especially in the quarters, be close-coupled and have well-

defined withers. As in all American Saddlebred/Half American Saddlebred divisions, the best quality 

specimens of the breed should prevail.

2. Western Country Pleasure horses must be plain shod or unshod. Permissible as plain shod shall be a shoe 

(inclusive of caulks), which may be thicker at the heel and may include toe clips and side clips. Also permissible 

is an eggbar shoe. Not permissible as plain shod: bands, bars, pads of any kind, wedges, lead, springs, any 

attachment that extends below the bottom of the shoe, and any foreign substance not specified as permissible. 

The sole and entire frog of the foot must be visible. Any animal with prohibited shoeing must be disqualified 

from further competition at that competition and forfeit all entry fees and winnings.

3. Entries must be shown with full mane and tail. Tails must not be put in any device (i.e., tailset, bustle or brace) 

which alters their carriage while on the grounds. The fact that a horse’s tail has once been set does not 

exclude participation. Crooked tails must be penalized. Braids and artificial manes are prohibited. 

Inconspicuously applied hair in the tail is permitted.

4. […]
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SB162 General

1. The American Saddlebred and the Half American Saddlebred Hunter Country Pleasure Horse must give the 

distinct appearance of being a pleasure to ride and display a pleasurable and relaxed attitude. It should be in a 

generally longer frame than that of other American Saddlebred and Half American Saddlebred Country 

Pleasure Horses. The neck should be carried lower and the head should be carried in a more relaxed manner 

with less bend at the poll. High headed horses and horses behind the vertical must be penalized. As in all 

American Saddlebred/Half American Saddlebred divisions, the best quality specimens of the breed should 

prevail.

2. Hunter Country Pleasure horses must be plain shod or unshod. Permissible as plain shod shall be a shoe 

(inclusive of caulks), which may be thicker at the heel and may include toe clips and side clips. Also permissible 

is an eggbar shoe. Not permissible as plain shod: bands, bars, pads of any kind, wedges, lead, springs, any 

attachment that extends below the bottom of the shoe, and any foreign substance not specified as permissible. 

The sole and entire frog of the foot must be visible. Any animal with prohibited shoeing must be disqualified from 

further competition at that competition and forfeit all entry fees and winnings.

3. Horses may show with a conservative braided mane and tail. Horses shall not be penalized for showing with a 

full, unbraided mane and tail. Tails must not be put in any device (i.e., tailset, bustle or brace) which alters 

their carriage while on the grounds. The fact that a horse’s tail has once been set does not exclude 

participation. Crooked tails must be penalized. Artificial manes are prohibited. Inconspicuously applied hair 

in the tail is permitted.

4. […]

SB167 Description and Eligibility

1. […]

4.    In Park Pleasure classes entries must be shown with a full mane and tail. Horses showing in the Park 

Pleasure division may wear tailsets or bustles, but may not show with the tail tied or braced and unset tails will not 

be penalized. Crooked tails must be penalized. The use of artificial appliances or devices such as chains, 

shackles, rubber bands, blinkers (except when driving) or blindfolds are prohibited on the grounds before or during 

the show. Any animal with prohibited equipment must be disqualified from further competition at that show and 

forfeit all entry fees and winnings.
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