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Rule Change Intent

These changes were implemented as COVID-19 Presidential Modifications since 2020. They have worked well to streamline and enable dressage 
competitions to run more efficiently and therefore should be made permanent. A current Presidential Modification is in place until this rule takes effect.
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DR123 Scoring, Classification and Prize-Giving. 

2. The total score for the classification is obtained by adding the total points and determining the percentage score. 
With more than one judge, the percentage score is determined by adding the sum total points earned from all judges 
and dividing by the total available points. If there are two or more judges, the points awarded by each judge will be 
published separately in addition to the total score. Total final results and scores (to include artistic and technical % 
scores for freestyles) must be published in marks as well as in percentages with numbers to three places after the 
decimal point. Scores must be posted on a public scoreboard as soon as possible after each ride. The public 
scoreboard may be in either paper or electronic format. Scores may be sent electronically (e.g. via text) to 
competitors and/or posted via the internet. The name of each judge must be posted along with the position where 
he/she is sitting. When multiple judges officiate from different positions, scores must be posted in the following order: E, 
H, C, M, B.

3. Individual Classification. In all competitions the winner is the competitor having the highest percentage, the second 
placed competitor is the one with the next highest percentage, and so on. In case of equality of points the competitor 
with the highest marks received under General Impressions shall be declared the winner. When the scores for General 
Impressions are equal, after coefficients have been applied, the horses must remain tied. Exception: For Young Horse 
classes, the marks for “Submission” and “Perspective”/”General Impression” must be combined and divided by two in 
order to break the tie. If still equal, the “Submission” mark would decide. Errors on a test may not be used to break ties. 
Final results for each class must be posted as soon as possible after the class is completed and all results must include 
total points and percentages with numbers to three places after the decimal point, eliminated horses, and the placing of 
each horse that receives an award. If a competitor withdraws (scratches) prior to a class or is excused, eliminated or a 
“no show” prior to or during the performance of a test, the words “scratched”, “excused”, “eliminated”, or “no show” or 
abbreviations of each, must appear after the competitor’s name in the result sheet. Competitors may not “withdraw” or 
“scratch” after the final salute of a test. Only the judge at “C” may give permission to withdraw during a test. 
Competition Management has no authority to grant permission for a rider to withdraw or scratch during or after a test. 
The published final results may be in paper or electronic format and must remain posted throughout the entire 
competition. Scores may be sent electronically (e.g. via text) to competitors and/or posted via the internet. The 
name of each judge must be posted along with the position where he/she is sitting. When multiple judges officiate from 
different positions, scores must be posted in the following order: E, H, C, M, B.

[…]

11. If a mathematical error on the scoresheet is discovered, it must be brought to the attention of competition 
management within 1 hour of the official posting of the scores from the last class of that competition day. Competition 
Management must announce said posting and must make test sheets available to competitors immediately. If 
scoresheets are only made available after the competition day by electronic methods, management must 
extend the deadline for reporting of mathematical errors to 24 hours from time of distribution. Scores will be 
corrected but class placements will not change.

12. After the awards for a class have been presented, the judge’s score sheet should be given to the competitor. The 
score sheet must be provided handed directly to the competitor or his representative. Privacy must be maintained. 
Score sheets may be provided electronically to the competitor, but they shall, upon request, also be provided with a 
printed copy.

DR126 Requirements for Dressage Competition Management. 

3. The time schedule must be posted in electronic format and/or in an area where social distancing can be 
adhered to a conspicuous place by noon the day before the competition. The method to be utilized for posting the 
time schedule must be printed in the prize list. Ride times may not be changed after noon the day before the start 
of the entire competition, except in compliance with GR830.5. Competitions may reserve the right to fill a competitor’s 
subsequent ride times if that competitor fails to notify the competition secretary of his/her intention to scratch (i.e. is a 
“no show”).
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