
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 14, 2024 
 
 
Maureen Quackenbush 
American Hackney Horse Society 
3059 Iron Works Parkway, Suite 3 
Lexington, KY 40511 
Sent via email: hattrik20@msn.com 
 
Dear Ms. Quackenbush: 
 
Thank you for submitting your request for a Presidential Modification to the application of HK139 on behalf 
of the American Hackney Horse Society.  A Presidential Modification is granted in cases of extraordinary, 
special circumstances.  When measured against that criterion, it has been determined that your request 
meets the standard for a Presidential Modification and therefore is approved. 
 
As a result, HK139 will be modified as shown in the attached document for the remainder of the 2024 
competition year.   As a condition of this approval, communication to the entire community of equestrians, 
organizers and officials that would be impacted by this modification must be done immediately and 
competitions must post the modification in the show office and other conspicuous areas while this 
modification is in effect. 
 
Please feel free to contact the Federation office if you need further assistance.   
 
 
Sincerely,  

  
Thomas F. X. O’Mara 
President 
 
cc:   William J. Moroney, USEF CEO 
 Terri Dolan, Director of National Breeds & Non-FEI Disciplines Sport  
 Emily McSweeney, Assistant Director of National Breeds & Disciplines Sport  
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HK139 Showing Procedures 

1. Roadster ponies must enter the ring clockwise at the jog-trot, then show at the road gait; turn 

counterclockwise at the jog trot, show at the road gait and then trot at speed. At all speeds they 

should work in form. Animation, brilliance and competition ring presence should characterize the 

Hackney Roadster Pony in working at a jog-trot or road gait. When asked to drive on, the pony 

must show speed and go in form. Improper cadence of the trot, i.e., hesitation of the hock’s action 

or mixed gaited ponies that rack the turns and/or break and run on the turns shall be penalized. 

2. Ponies should be shown on the rail at all times except when passing and should go to the far end 

of the corner without side reining; should be light mouthed, capable of being taken up at any time 

and show willingness to stand when being judged in the center of the ring. 

3. Performance at all three gaits should be strongly considered. In the event of a workout, entries 

chosen must be worked both ways of the ring, as in the original routine. 

4. When ponies are lined up, no attendant is permitted and the driver shall not leave their vehicle 

except for necessary adjustments. They may, however, uncheck and stand at the pony’s head when 

left in the center of the ring while a part of the class is on the rail for a workout. NOTE:  

a. During the line-up in classes restricted to Junior Exhibitor, Ladies or Amateur Roadster pony 

classes, one attendant is permitted to head the pony. The attendant must not touch the entry 

except for safety reasons. The ponies must remain checked, and the check must not be adjusted. 

Attendants are permitted to hold the pony, except when the judge(s) walks to the pony in the 

lineup.  

b. During a workout in the Junior Exhibitor, Ladies or Amateur Roadster Pony classes an attendant 

is permitted in the ring for those entries not participating in the workout.  

c. During a workout the attendant may uncheck and hold the entry. However, when the workout 

is over the pony must be rechecked and the attendant must move away from the pony. 

5. An exhibitor is entitled to request only one time-out per class (see GR833). 
 


