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FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET  

TO: US Competitors Who Have Applied to Compete in  
Foreign FEI  Competitions  

FROM: Julie Goodman, General Counsel 
Cindy Stys, Director of Athlete Services 

 
DATE: March 1, 2005 
RE: Exemption from foreign taxes 
NO. OF PAGES: 9 
 

Dear Competitor: 
 
As most of you may already know, the United States has entered into tax treaties with various countries that are 
beneficial to athletes competing on foreign soil.  These treaties were established to protect competitors from double 
taxation and are not to be used to avoid taxation.  Only the individuals who actually receive prize money may apply 
for the tax relief.  Additionally, the countries may have a cap on the amount of prize money an individual may receive 
(for example, Germany has a $20,000 cap) and still take advantage of the tax treaty.  
 
In this memo, we are providing information on how to apply for tax relief from Germany as we are most familiar with 
its treaty.  Should you wish to apply for tax relief from one of the other countries with which the U.S. has a tax treaty 
agreement (please refer to pages two and three of this memo for the complete list), we anticipate the procedure and 
forms being similar to those of Germany.  Your accountant should be able to help you with contacting the tax 
authorities in these countries, or you may contact the applicable  National Equestrian Federation to request the 
appropriate forms.  
 
Procedure for seeking tax exemption in Germany: 
 

1. Competitors should complete, sign and date the enclosed form “1. Ausfertigung”.  
 A sample of a completed form has been attached for your convenience. 

 
2. Competitors should mail their completed form directly to the German Tax Authority at the following address 

(we suggest you keep a copy of your completed form for your records): 
Mr. Franz Herpers  
Bundesamt fur Finanzen 
Friedhofstrasse 1 
53225 Bonn 
Germany 

 Please do not mail your form to United States Equestrian Federation, Inc.  
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3. You may e-mail questions to Mr. Franz Herpers at the German Tax Authority via the following e-mail 
address:    Franz.Herpers@bff.bund.de.  Note, however, that his response may be in German so be 
prepared to find someone to translate it.  Also note that sending the e-mail in German may elicit a faster 
response. 

 
If you or your accountant  have specific questions related to foreign tax relief, please contact Julie Goodman at 859-225-
6930.  General questions should be directed to Cindy Stys at 908-234-0848. 
 
 
List of Countries which have a Tax Treaty with US  
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/corporations/article/0,,id=96739,00.html 
 

Country Country Country Country 

Australia Denmark Indonesia Luxembourg 

Australia Protocol Egypt Ireland Mexico 

Austria Estonia Israel Morocco 

Barbados Finland Italy Netherlands 

Belgium France Jamaica New Zealand 

Canada Germany Japan Norway 

China Greece Kazakhstan Pakistan 

Cyprus Hungary Korea Philippines 

Czech Republic Iceland Latvia Poland 

Denmark India Lithuania Portugal 

Romania Sweden Ukraine  

Russia Switzerland Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics 

 

Slovak Republic Thailand United Kingdom  

Slovenia Trinidad Venezuela  
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Country Country   

South Africa Tunisia   

Spain Turkey   

 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Julie Goodman,      Cindy Stys,   
General Council      Director of Athlete Services  
 
 
 
 
 
 
cc:  Athletes' Advisory Committee 

 Jim Wolf  
Sherry Frank 
High Performance Directors  
       
















